
2016 Conservation Futures Open 

Nomination Round

Public Meeting

June 16th, 2016

Spokane County Parks, Recreation & Golf



Before we get started…

• Did you sign in? 

• Comments are limited to 3 
minutes per person – after 
presentation.

• Comment on specific 
nominations.

Meeting Format
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Past Acquisitions

2013 - Mica Peak Conservation Area – 906 Acres

2014 – Trailhead Property Acquired – 5 Acres
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2000 – James T. Slavin Conservation Area – 628 Acres

Past Acquisitions
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1995, 2005, 2011, 2012  – Dishman Hills Conservation Area – 1,234 Acres

Past Acquisitions
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Conservation Futures Legislation

• Passed in 1971 by State Legislature

• Legislature determined a need to preserve open 
space for the welfare and well-being of  citizens.

• Enabled Counties to assess a property tax (up to 
6.25 cents per 1,000 assessed value).

– 2016 Spokane County CF tax rate: 4.67 cents per 
$1,000 assessed value

– $9.37 per year on a $150,000 home

• 2005 – 15% of  CF Levy for M&O Enabled
Background
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Spokane County Program History

• 1994 - Board of  County Commissioners adopts 
Conservation Futures Tax Levy

• 1994 – Cedar Grove acquired.

• 1997 – Advisory ballot measure passes – 53%

• 2003 – Advisory ballot measure passes – 59%

• 2007 – Advisory ballot measure passes with a “no 
sunset” clause by 63%.

• 2015 – Program acquires 40th property, 7,601 acres 
total (all fee simple).

Background
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Who Makes Conservation Futures Work?

How it works?

Land Evaluation

Committee

City of  Spokane 

Parks staff  / Lands 

Committee / Park 

Board

Spokane County 

Parks Staff

Board of County 

Commissioners Property Owners

Spokane County 

Residents & Voters

Washington 

Department of  

Fish & Wildlife

Parks Advisory 

Committee

Surveyors

Appraisers

8



Board of  County Commissioners’ Role

How it works?

ALSO! Authorizes the Conservation Futures 

Property Tax Levy Annually

County Commissioners

Considers LEC / 

PAC 

Recommendations 

(e.g. Acquisition 

List)

Approves Purchase 

& Sale Agreements, 

use of  Conservation 

Futures funds 

Reviews and 

Approves Program 

Rules, Policies, etc.

9



Land Evaluation Committee

How it works?

City of  Spokane 

3 Volunteer Members

Land Evaluation 

Committee

City of  Spokane Valley

1 Volunteer Member

Spokane County

4 Volunteer Members
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Land Evaluation Committee’s Role

How it works?

Land Evaluation Committee

Tours, Evaluates, 

and Prioritizes 

Nominated 

Properties

Considers 

Recommendations 

From, and Advises 

County Parks staff  

on all aspects of  the 

Program 

Provides

Recommendations 

to Board of  County 

Commissioners & 

Park Advisory 

Committee
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Open Nomination Round

The Process

Nomination Round Opens!
Nominators submit completed forms/letters of  support.

Technical Review and Land 

Evaluation Committee (LEC) Approval 

of  Potential Nominations

Those nominations that do 

not advance beyond 

Technical Review / Land 

Evaluation Committee 

Approval will end their 

journey now.

Public MeetingProperty Tours

Preliminary 

Recommendation of  a 

ranked list developed by LEC
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13

38 Nominations

Nomination

Parkland
Municipal 

Boundaries
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Northeast Region Overview

City of  Spokane Valley
City of  Liberty Lake

Newman Lake

Peone 38-16

Antoine 01-16

Newman 25-16

Peone 37-16
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Antoine Peak 01-16

Antoine Peak 

Conservation Area

City of  Spokane Valley

Wellesley Avenue

Antoine Peak 01-16

• 220 acres
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Newman Lake 25-16

Hauser 

Conservation Area

Hauser Lake

Newman Lake 25-16

• 20 acres
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Peone 37-16

Feryn Ranch 

Conservation Area

Peone Road

Peone 37-16

• 35 acres

Peone 38-16
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Peone 38-16

Feryn Ranch 

Conservation Area

Peone 38-16

• 10 acres
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Beacon Hill Overview

Camp Sekani Park

(City of  Spokane)

Esmeralda Golf  

Course

(City of  Spokane)
Felts Field

City of  Spokane

City of  Spokane 

Valley

Beacon 06-16

Beacon 02-16

Beacon 04-16

Fancher 14-16

Beacon 05-16

Beacon 03-16
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Beacon Hill 02-16

Esmeralda Golf  

Course

(City of  Spokane)

Camp Sekani Park

(City of  Spokane)

Shields Park

(Spokane County)

Beacon 02-16

• 70 acres
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Beacon Hill 03-16

Esmeralda Golf  

Course

(City of  Spokane)

Camp Sekani Park

(City of  Spokane)

Shields Park

(Spokane County)

Beacon 02-16

• 20 acres
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Beacon Hill 05-16

Esmeralda Golf  

Course

(City of  Spokane)

Camp Sekani Park

(City of  Spokane)

Shields Park

(Spokane County)

Beacon 05-16

• 25 acres
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Beacon Hill 06-16

Camp Sekani Park

(City of  Spokane)

Beacon 02-16

• 15 acres
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Beacon Hill 04-16

Camp Sekani Park

(City of  Spokane)

Beacon 02-16

• 20 acres
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Fancher 14-16

Fancher 14-16

• 85.3 acres

Northwoods Neighborhood 

(Unincorporated Urban 

Growth Area)

Beacon 02-16

Valley Springs Road

Columbia Drive
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Little Spokane Overview

Rutter Parkway

City of  Spokane

Nine 

Mile

Lower Little Spokane 

Natural Area

Wandermere

U.S. 395

Little Spokane 21-16

Little Spokane 23-16

Little Spokane 22-16
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Little Spokane 21-16

Little Spokane 21-16

• 7 acres

U.S. 395

Haynes 

Conservation 

Area
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Little Spokane 23-16

Little Spokane 21-16

• 95 acres
U.S. 395

Wandermere

Waikiki Road
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Little Spokane 22-16

Little Spokane 22-16

• 230 acres

Lower Little Spokane 

River Natural Area

Nine 

Mile Rutter Parkway
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Indian Trail 16-16

Indian Trail 16-16

• 14 acres

City of  Spokane

Sky Prairie Park

Francis Avenue
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Palisades Park Overview

Trails Road

Palisades Park

City of  Spokane

City of  Spokane

G
ro

ve
 R

o
a
d

Palisades 36-16

Palisades 28-16

Palisades 35-16

Palisades Inholdings
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Palisades 28-16

Palisades 28-16

• 12.3 acres

City of  Spokane

Riverside State Park

G
ro

ve
 R

o
a
d

Palisades Park
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Palisades 36-16

Palisades 36-16

• 22.5 acres

City of  Spokane

Riverside State Park

G
ro

ve
 R

o
a
d

Palisades Park
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Palisades 35-16

Palisades 35-16

• 10 acres
City of  Spokane

Riverside State Park

G
ro

ve
 R

o
a
d

Palisades Park
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Palisades Inholdings
(Nominations 26, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, & 34)

Palisades Inholdings

• 3.5 acres

City of  Spokane

G
ro

ve
 R

o
a
d

Palisades Park
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High Drive Bluffs Overview

Latah Creek 17-16

City of  Spokane

57th Avenue

29th Avenue

High 

Drive 

Park

Hangman 

Park

High Drive 15-16
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Latah Creek 17-16

Latah Creek 17-16

• 47 acres

City of  Spokane

29th Avenue

High 

Drive 

Park

Comstock 

Park
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High Drive 15-16

High Drive 15-16

• 22.7 acres

City of  Spokane

High 

Drive 

Park

57th Avenue

Hangman 

Park
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Dishman Hills Overview

Dishman Hills 

Natural Area
City of  

Spokane 

Valley

City of  

Spokane

Dishman Hills 

Conservation Area

Dishman 12-16

Dishman 07-16

Dishman 08-16

Dishman 11-16

Dishman 13-16

Dishman 10-16

44th Avenue
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Dishman Hills 13-16

Dishman 13-16

• 138 acres

Stevens Creek 

TrailheadWillow Springs Road

Big Rock

Dishman Hills 

Conservation Area

(Iller Creek)

Jamieson Road
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Dishman Hills 09-16

Dishman 09-16

• 146 acres

Stevens Creek 

TrailheadWillow Springs Road

Big Rock

Dishman Hills 

Conservation Area

(Iller Creek)

Jamieson Road
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Dishman Hills 10-16

Dishman 10-16

• 100 acres

Stevens Creek 

TrailheadWillow Springs Road

Big Rock

Dishman Hills 

Conservation Area

(Iller Creek)

Jamieson Road
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Dishman Hills 12-16

Stevens Creek 

TrailheadWillow Springs Road

Big Rock

Dishman Hills 

Conservation Area

(Iller Creek)

Jamieson Road

Dishman 12-16

• 210 acres
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Dishman Hills 07-16

44th Avenue

City of  

Spokane Valley

32nd Avenue

Dishman Hills 

Conservation Area

(Glenrose)

Dishman 07-16

• 34.6 acres

Dishman Hills 

Natural Area

44th Avenue
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Dishman Hills 08-16

44th Avenue

City of  

Spokane Valley

32nd Avenue

Dishman Hills 

Conservation Area

(Glenrose)

44th Avenue

Dishman 08-16

• 182 acres

Dishman Hills 

Natural Area
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Dishman Hills 11-16

44th Avenue

City of  

Spokane Valley

32nd Avenue

Dishman Hills 

Conservation Area

(Glenrose)

Dishman 11-16

• 4 acres

Dishman Hills 

Natural Area

44th Avenue
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Liberty Lake Overview

Liberty Lake19-16

Liberty Lake 

Regional Park

City of  

Spokane 

Valley

Saltese Uplands 

Conservation Area
Liberty Lake 18-16

City of  Liberty Lake

Liberty Lake 20-16

Mica Peak 24-16

Mica Peak 

Conservation Area
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Mica Peak 24-16

Liberty Lake 

Regional Park

Mica Peak 24-16

• 901 acresMica Peak 

Conservation Area
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Liberty Lake 20-16

Liberty Lake 

Regional Park

Liberty Lake 20-16

• 268 acres

Liberty Lake
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Liberty Lake 18-16

Liberty Lake 

Regional Park

Liberty Lake 18-16

• 138 acres

Liberty Lake
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Liberty Lake 19-16

Saltese Uplands 

Conservation Area

Sprague Avenue

Liberty Lake 19-16

• 23 acres

City of  

Liberty Lake



Public Comment Period 

• Comments are limited to 3 

minutes per person.

• Please comment on specific 

nominations.

Meeting Format
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38 Nominations

Nomination

Parkland
Municipal 

Boundaries


