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-PREFACE

This repott was initiated by- of the Spokane County Sheriff’s, Office of

Professional Standatds, to examine case materials in an officer-involved shooting. On behalf
requested a complete analysis,

organization, and teconstruction of this Ofﬂcer—Invoh;ed shooting incident. A Iist of all

documents examined can be found in Appendix A, a ctime scene diagram in Appendix B,

and pertinent scene photogtaphs in Appendix C.

The conclusions within this tepott are contingent upon information provided by the
Spokane County Shetiff’s Office, information ptovided by those involved in the

investigation, and upon examination of the listed materials.

This trepott is based solely upon the infotmation made available to me at the time this

document was wtitten and tmay be changed or modified with the discovery of new

information.
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CASE SUMMARY

On - 2010 at around 23:05 houts (or 11:05 pm) Spokane County Shetiffs Deputy
parkcd in his unmarked pattol cat in the business patking lot of “{ TN

7 ;J in Spokane Valley, Washington.

Deputy-was seated alone in his cat, using his in-car mounted computer to complete a
teport, when he noticed a subject walking towatds his patrol car, holding a handgun

Deputy.presented his duty weapon through his open dtivet’s side window, identified
himself as “Police,” and made multiple vetbal commands.for the subject to dtop his gun, but

the subject did not comply.

The subject advanced towatds the dtivet’s side of the pattol cat, still holding the pistol in his
hand. The subject was commanded to, “drop the gun” five or six more times before he '

teplied, “T don’t have to, I've had things stolen, I'm not going to,”

Ultimately, the subject placed the handgun in the back waistband of his pants, and Deputy

was then able to exit his car. The subject was directed to “Get on the gtound,” and
withdrew his baton and delivered a single

when he again did not comply, Deputy;
baton strike to his leg, in an attempt to secute him.

trating gunshot wounds to his chest, and died at the scene, as a

a

had sustained 2 single pene

result of that wound,

iwas armed with a gun, and knew his Jife was
leed

paizol car, When My,

l’l

T
g towards his Ja
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- teached for his rear waistband, Deputy ' fired one round into the subject’s

chest,

As in other Officer-Involved Shootings, the ctitninal investigation into this matter was
conducted using trained Investigators from multiple agencies. Evidence from this

investigation was presented to the Spokane County Prosecuting Attorney, who subsequently

declined to file ctiminal charges against Deputyl




TIMELINE OF EVEN'TS

- 2010

17:30 houss
18:00 houis

Deputy. begins his work day at shift briefing’.
Dcputy-in setvice, in the field?

22:51:44 houss:

22:52:02 houts:

22:55:24 houts:
23:00:34 houts:
- 23:05:51 houts:
23:05:56 houis:

23:0645 hours:
23:07:15 hours:

23:07:21 houys:

23:07:25 houss:

23:07:31 housrs:
23:07:34 hours:

23:07:50 hours
23:07:53 howurs:

23:008:02 kours:

Deputy - MDT connects to the network,
MDT time auto-synced to Atomic Clock at the UW.

Deputy.on scene for prowl check at {8

Deputy- cleats -

First of four MDT documents accessed.

Deputy. checks out (via MDT) at |

reques t.

for Prowl check

Last document accessed on MDT®
. begins transmission of call sign and

“Code 6 254
Radio gives emetgency tone, repeats “Code 6, gives location of;

tates, “I Need Medics.”

calls 911 (connects to

4 . . ' ) £
| begins her 911 conversation: “I’m ati

nd theie’s a carin the patrking lot, My husband is not in bed, I

fia
T4 msc:ipL — 7 [
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23:08:05 houzs:

23:08:19 houts:
23:08:36 houts:
23:08:38 houts:
23:08:49 houts:

23:08:50 houts

23:08:57 houtrs

23:10:04 hours

23:11:08 houts
23:15 hours
23:27 hours

think he’s out there but thete were shots fited.” She provides her

namne, address, and phone numbet.
Radio asks “' Is it safe for the medics to come in?” -

repeats tequest for medics and

advises, “It is.” Deputy
confirms his location as -@ -

Deputy -D attives (54 seconds AFTER shots fired.)
Mits, - repotts that another car just arrived.

Deputy-: (') arrives (19 seconds AFTER ‘ attival)

Mis, teports three cats on scene.

.Mts. is asked, “And yout husband is outside with them”...to
which she replied, “Yes and I think there ate 3 cats on the scene, T

3.3

don’t know if they’te yout guys ot who’s
Mis. !18 asked, “How long ago did you heat shots?”” She

replied, “Minute and a half maybe”, (Actual = 1 min 32 seconds).
She is asked if het husband is armed and she rephed, “I don’t know.

I don’t know where he is.”

via'téléphone.




PROCESS - METHODOLOGY

The author of this report has wotked as a Medicolegal Death Investigator; is a filly
commissioned law enforcement officer in Washington State; has received training in
identification, documentation, and forensic evidence analysis for ctime scene reconstruction;

and regularly teaches death investigation and bloodstain pattern analysis for ctime scene

investigation and teconstructon.

The basic principles of Ctime Scene Investigation, Reconstruction, and Bloodstain Pattern

Analysis were used to exatnine this case initially as if it were an unsolved matter. As the case

teview progressed, conclusions and opinions wete developed.

Crime Scene Investigation, Reconsttuction, and Bloodstain Pattern Analysis involves
examining all of the vatious forms of phy‘sical evidence from the scene developed duting the
investigation, evidence from the autopsy, and then using specialized training and experience,
developing conclusions and opinions concetning the events which transpired during the

incident. In otder to complete this process a great deal of information must be provided to

the analyst, including:
©  Crime Scene Photogtaphs
© Hvidence Collection Repotts
e Autopsy Repotts and Photographs

e Forensic Labotatoty Examination Repotts

© And Victimology Data

Once these materials wete obtained, the teview and analysis was conducted as follows:

e Ciime scene photogiaphs wete studied

Staternents and transciipts were studied and compared

& Autopsy reporis and photographs were eza

I

d about the events surtounding this particular incident. That

i)




PHYSICAL EVIDENCE DEVELOPED FROM THE SCENE

Physical Evidence:
o Mz - Body, Lying Outside, Suiaine on the Bare Groun&.
o Clad in pants, belt, and moccasin style slippets.

o Not weating a shirt.

o AR 45 Catiber Handgun Belonging to P
o Deputy I } stated . approached his patrol car catrying a

handgun. A .45 caliber handgun was recovered at the scene which was registered

to - It contained seven rounds in the magazine, but no round in

the chamber.

© A Flashlight on the Ground, Next to Mx. -nght Hip.

Dcputy’stated he was first alerted to someone approaching his cat when

o
tobably used his flashlight to

he obsetved a flash of light to his left. Mt

guide his path as he approached the patked catin
The flashlight was found on the gtound, slightly undet and beside the right hip

of Mx.
The flashlight was not “on” ot illuminated when it was discoveted in the position

described above.

SCSO Patrol Cax (and fis contenis) Patked Near to the Body.

(5]
o No visible extetnal Shetiff / Police decals ot sutface mount emergency light(s) ox

light bars were affixed to the extetior of the cax.
Push Bais were affixed to the fiont bumper

Mtﬂtiplc antennae rnounted to the roof.

0 Spot light mounted into the l=ft A-pillar of the car,
PO
VT Compuiter mounted in the front half of the passenger compaitment,

O
Iﬂl




© Bloodstains on the Ground, Notth and East of M. -

In an effort to better understand the bloodstain evidence at this scene the

photographs taken by Deputies -and-were studied closely. To their
credit, these deputies took original photos of the scene while Fire / EMS petsonnel

wete attending to Mt. - The longer Fite / EMS petsonnel attended to Mr.
- the more they altered the bloodstains associated with this scene.

Wheri - and- photographs wete compated to the photos taken after

Mt- was pronounced dead, one can better undetstand the linear distribution,

and specific chatacteristics of the bloodstain evidence on the ground.

ity of the bloodstains obseived in this scene consist of projected
tains, consistent with blood being projected fioin the body, under




o Mt- sustained a devastating injury to his heart when the bullet enteted his
chest, causing lacerations to the peticatdium and left atrium of the heart. The

heatt continued to pump, propelling blood firom the body onto the ground. The
resulting two lineat sets of bloodstains, make-up the majority of the bloodstain

pattetns.
Projected bloodstains with a volume of 1.0 mL or mote often exhibit spines and

1i
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o  One cannot tule out some etrant dips or altered bloodstains within these

bloodstain pattetns due to first respondets within in the scene.

Thete has been some discussion about the bloodstains to the northeast of M. .as,

“A similat: dual pooling of blood was located approximately 2 to 3 feet nottheast of the
decedent’s head””® The small pools of blood were marked using placard C. These

bloodstains lead some to believe Mt: -may have been moved, probably during the

course of medical aid,

Careful close-up study of the bloodstain evidence on the ground does not support that
theoty. Genetally speaking, these two, sepazate bloodstain patterns are similar to each
otherin their size, shape, and distribution, and in fact wete probably created using the

same mechanism. (Black lines inserted on photograph to highlight linear pattern)

may appear bright red in co

i
o]
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due to the oxygenated state of arterial blood. The size of individual Atteral Bloodstains
ranges from less than Imm to greater than 1 cm in diameter. The stains may appeat

elongated with associated satellite spatters around the greater mass of the bloodstain, and the
shapes of these stains may also vaty. The physical chatacteristics of this type of bloodstain

pattern are dependent upon the:
1. Location of the injuty
2. Severity of the injury
3. Volume of blood dispersed
4. Orientation of the surface

5. Surface texture
6. Position and Movement of the victim

7. Alteration of bloodstains, and

8. Medical intetvention.

The Bloodstains Identified With “Placard C.”
o ‘These bloodstains ate not dripped blood pattetn or attifact from moving Mt

: prior to administering medical aid, essentially creating a blood trail.

This bloodstain pattern is actually two sepatate bloodstain pattetns which
The mechanism of these bloodstain patterns was two

o

occurred sequentially.
separate arterial spurts of blood which occurted one after the othet.

They ate linear in appearance and seem to conveige several feet above Mt

(from the NE to §W) towatds the position of final zest.

Fither line of bloodstains, when studied dosely, does not suppozt Mr.
To move Mr,

heing dragged the Z —
 ihe g.onn& and ca 1y by

ven if that were the

above the ground fo create 2 diij
divectionality of the bloodstains would still be opposite

hody, and thereby impossible.
13
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o  Bloodstains on M. -

o Flow pattetns ate obsetved on the uppet antetiot pottion of Mf.’- chest.
These flow patterns are consistent with blood exiting the body duting chest

compressions and manipulating the body duting resuscitation and photogtaphs.
The flow pattetns follow the slope of the body, and dtp to the ground under

where Mr- was positioned. '

Bloodstains are observed on the left hand, but are absent on the #ight hand of

Mz, . Although it is impossible to determine when the bloodstains were
deposited on the left hand, the bloodstains are present on the hand when Deputy

- took a seties of photogtaphs of the Fire / EMS petsonnel rendering aid
to Mr. - which indicates a minimum timeframe in which they would have

been produced.

©  Bloodstains on Deputy- uniform pant leg, and boots,
0 Detectlve H initially discovered presumed bloodstains on Deputy

| uniform pants by

o Bloodstams wete Identified on Deputy |
tested eleven sepatate ateas suspected of being

WSP Forensic Scientist.
bloodstains using a presumptive testing agent (Phenolphthalein) to which she

obtained positive results on all ateas tested.”

uniform boots (both right and

] sampled suspected bloodstains

© Bloodstains were identified on Deputy

left) by
on each hoot using a presumptive test (Phenalphthalein) to which she obtained

positive results on all areas tested.®

o The photogtaphs of Deputy
bloodstains consistent with projected blood. The hloodstains are small and th
1 was front to back,

pants and boots showed distinctive

shape of the individual stains indicate their ditection of trave
wete facing the blood sonrce

slightly left to right,” (towards T

at the Hims of the bioodletting.

T \VSP Lab Repori — -10)
S WSP Lab Repoit — i

9GS
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o The majotity of the stains examined for this report indicate they impacted
Deputy-boots, rather than the boots having come in contact with a wet

blood source. At least one bloodstain in . photographs depicted a
bloodstain which was a contact transfer stain, an altered bloodstain, or a

bloodstain which had been swabbed.

. . L
Mz, - Wounds: ‘ i
, &

® Penetrating Gunshot Wound to the Chest. ‘

Lol T

P TN Vi Y ves

gy ot A\

10 Dy

G
17 Dy,

12 D,

Autopsy Report. Pg. 6
; Auiopsy Repoit. Pg. 6
lorensics Autopsy Keport, Pg. 6
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Behavioral Evidence: (i

° ~ was not fearful of profecﬁng his property. He demonstrated a histoty
of conftonting individuals on and off his propetty, while he was armed with a
handgun. Although advised by law enforcement not to, Mt. - had developed
an established pattetn to “protect his propetty” .and confront individuals while

brandishing a fireattm.

o On the night of his death ((-2010) M- (B

“ “ left the safety of his home,
catrying a loaded handgun, and walked outside ultitnately approaching a vehicle

patked in his parking lot, duting the houts of datkness.
L | who was seated in his

o While outside Mt. EFEE .
unmarked Patrol car. The vehicle is equipped with a push bar, external spot

light, and multiple antennas on the roof. FEven though the vehicle was
unmarked, a reasonable person would recognize the cat was associated with law
enforcement™. Using this same standatd, one should recognize the uniformed
deputy seated inside the vehicle, partially illuminated by the glow of the car
mounted computet screen, even if the computer was being used in a nighttime

(dim) mode setting. .
§ woke up to find her husband (:

skill, and judgment in conduct and who serves as a com

SHL &

standasd tor detesraung labilisy,

20T tanscripts e
“haterview of , conducted by Detective™
o b

. ———— e
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o M, - motive fot investigating the car patked on his property was presumed
‘protect his propetty” since he had been a victim of theft in the past. Again,

tO ({3 $ ;
using the reasonable person standard, once Mr. - identified the Shetiff’s vehicle

patked on his propetty, ot the uniformed deputy inside, an armed encounter would

not be necessaty and a reasonable petson would have secuted their weapon

o Mk - had no known history with Deputy .

o Following the shooting incident, Deputy . made spontaneous utterances
reference Mr. - asking his co-workers, “Who the fiut 75 this gy®™"
o Mz -Was a non-compliant to direct orders from a uniformed law enforcement

officet.

o Mt - catried a handgun in his right hand, as he approached Deputy-

seated in his patrol cat.
o At no time, did Mz, . identify himself as the propetty owner to Deputy

=or explain why he was catrying a handgun,
'i ! was commanded (multiple times) to, “Drop the Gun,” “Back

Up,” and to “Get on the Ground,” he refused to comply.
finally secured his weapon in his waistband, Deputy

0 When Mz,
attempted to control the subject by using verbal commands and then initiating a

baton strike to deescalate the situation.

O  When M.
deliveted a single baton strike to his leg. Mz

back and pulled his firearm from his rear waistband, escalating the incident to a

& orders, Deputy{
then reached behind his

deadly force situation once more.

a ﬁ)”y commissioned Deputy for the Spokane County Sheriff’

e. His work history includes;

)

41ﬂ' Office, 2008 — FPresent.

o Deputy Shedff — Spokane County Sbf:__

-

Deputy: o af the scene.
1




|
,1
]

e On -, 2010 Deputy . was working as an Officer for the City of
Spokane Valley, a contract city with the Spokane County Shetiffs Office. He had

responded to a call whete a citizen had requested extra patrol and a prowl check in
her neighbothood. The citizen said her son had been threatened by ten subjects
eatlier in the evening, and they had threatened to tretutn to assault him and rob their

home. The citizen feared they would retutn, and requested an officer presence in the

area.’®
o Deputy-has no history (petsonally or professionally) with—
or his business -).19

Deputy-had no idea who Mt’ was when he walked up to his patrol

o
cat, with a handgun in his right hand.®
o Deputy -believed his life was in danger, “As soon as I recognized he (Mt.
- was walking at me with gun.”
o Deputy-verba]ly identified himself as a law enforcement officet, and gave
verbal commands for Mt. { to “Drop the Gun” and Get on the Ground”
to which Mt G881} did not comply.
0 When Mt. 2 finally secured his weapon in his waistband, Deputy
attempted fo t;ontrol the subject by using vetbal commands, “Get on the
ground.”
o When Mr. / refused, Depu then deliveted a single baton sttike to
the leg to deescalate the situation, and control and secute the Mr.
o M |28 buckled, and then he pulled his firearm from his rear waistband,
o Deputy : j tesponded by fiting one shot to the center mass of Mt. |
mortally wounding him, '
i
5 ¢ e

ranscapt—2, pg. 5

ansceipt — 2, pg. 9
anscript — 1, pg. 26




o Post-Shooting Actions:
6 Deputy . notified radio, “Shots fired” and requested an ambulance.” As is

with many law enforcement officets, Deputy-stood by in a zeady position®
until his backing units artived on scene.
o When additional law enfotcement was on scene, Deputy . shifted his

attention to rendering aid to Mr._..z“

o Deputy -arrived on scene, and as is the policy of many law enforcement
' | from an active role inside the

agencies, Deputy
scene, and transported him back to the station.”

HTransedpt — 1, pe.

- IA e —— e
¥ “Ready Positdon” -
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CRIME SCENE RECONSTRUCTION

The following teconstruction of the events sutrounding the Officet-Involved Shooting of
_ is based upon the physical evidence found at the scene and duting autopsy, 2
thorough analysis of the vatious statements made duting the coutse of this investigation in

telation to the evidence, and a comprehensive teview of case matetials and photogtaphs.

A comprehensive list of documents exatined is included in Appendix A. The Washington
State Patrol (WSP) ctime scene diagtam is included in Appendix B to assist the reader in

understanding this reconstruction. Pertinent photogtaphs of the scene ate included in
Appendix C.

DEPUTY (B PARKED ON (SSSSSE rrorERTY WITH THE

INTENT TO FINISH HIS PAPERWORK AND CONDUCT A PROWL CHECK

(=]

in her neighbothood, because ten subjects had threatened her son earlier, and she

feated they would teturn to assault her son and tob het home.”

©  Spokane County — City Forensics Unit reports a thorough visual seaich of Deputy [

ipattol cat, inside an out.

0 The search of the extedor of the car focused on the presence of “blood, other

LT




o 'The search of the intetior front dtiver’s door and the interior driver’s atea
including the seat and flootboard. This visual search focused on the presence of
“blood, othet contaminants, out of place objects, etc.” This seatch was also
negative, and rendered no evidence.”®

0 There was no evidence that Deputy-tried to clean up any form of evidence

on the interior or extetior sutfaces on the dtlvet’s side of the patrol cat.”

MR. - VOLUNTARILY WALKED OUTSIDE, ENCOUNTERED A CAR
PARKED ON HIS PROPERTY, AND SOUGHT THE CONFRONTATION.

o M&:- left the safety of his home and encounteted a cat patked on the propetty,
which was occupled by Deputy-

| ) repoted that her husband normally uses a

handgun to “enforce his authoﬁty as the property ownet. #30

e walked up to Deputy’ patrol cat branchshmg a handgun.
Mz ‘; never identified himself to Deputy

WHEN HE

BID C@T‘ﬁT‘\/iANDa

o approached the patrol car with an

|
|




o Deputy -issued multiple commands for Mr- to, “Drop the Gun” and
when M- walked up to the Patrol car with the pistol still in his hand, Deputy
-issued multiple comtmands for Mt - to, “Back Up.”*

e Mt‘- had repeatedly opted not to obey Deputy - commands preceding
this shooting incident.

©  Hyventually, Mr. ' took a couple steps backwards,.and_ placed his pistol in the
teat waistband of his pants, but the incident wasn’t ovet. Tn order for Deputy-
to bring the situation under control, he told Det. _ that he still needed Mr.
- to, “Go to the ground, to conttol him.”**
©  Deputy . exited his pattol car and ditected M. - to, “Get on. the
Ground.”® Mr' again did not comply with Deputy- comnmands.
o Since Mr. § ‘ Jwithdrew his baton from his
baton ring, and deliveted one strike to the left knee of M. - By Deputy
=account, the blow only “Buckled™ Mz, 1 } It is also possible that Mr.

- |moved aside to avoid the baton strike.

£ | had secured his pistol, Deputy{3

then stood up, and reached around his back to whete he had eatlier

secuted his pistol.

recournts that he knew the pistol had been secuted in the rear

waistband, and focused his attention on M:

his right hand.
As soon as Mr,

ck, and Deputy

- ‘fired one ,




DEPUTY (G SHOT AND MORTALLY WoUNDED (N

THE PARKING LOT OF A BUSINESS MR. [JSllS OWNED,
o M. - was found supine on the bate gtound, beside Deputy -Pattol cat.
Thete wete no other cats in the parking lot at the time, and no eye-witnesses to the

incident other than Mit‘.'.and Deputy..

The gunshot wound sustained by Mt‘- would have quickly incapacitated him

Le]
and by Deputy - account, Mt isimply stared at him for 2 moment and
then he fell to the ground.

e Deputy-remembers M., ' fell to the ground and tolled over onto his

back. ‘The heavy soil concenttation on the left pant leg over the knee area and the
abrasion injuties on Mz, nleft knee suggests he tmay have fallen in several

stages:
o First, down onto his left knee,

o Second, down to his hip,
O Finally, rolled over onto his back.

© The heatt would have continued to pump fora bzief petiod of time.
o NOTH: Most muscles contract via electrical impulses from the brain; however

cardiac muscle tissue is different than other muscles types in the body, because
the beating of the heatt itself is not regulated by the brain, but a'ctua.lly trom
within the heart. The briin simply communicates to the heatt, how fast to beat,
depending on the situation. Netve cells within the heart continue firing for a

period of time, stimulating the heatt beat. For this reason, M. &
which wzs sevetely datnaged, didn’t immediately stop beating, sesulting in arterial

sputt bloodstain patterns found at the scene.

¢ Elongated bloodstains ate found on the ground adjacent to, and above Mr.{ =

head.  As the heatt pumps, blood squirts from the wound, creating a linear

distribution of projected bloodstains,

7]

Likewise, when the body impacts the ground, the rapid deceleration causes blood to
blocdstains could be

@

be projected from the exposed gunshot wound, and th
the arterial bloodstains. Projected bloodstalns ase ielatively

)

Wit

P SO |
OF WOUIAS.

[a W

and can travel furiher than smaller blood droplets generared from gunsiu

T o
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o Itis my opinion that, it is mote likely that after Mr- was shot he fell down
onto his left knee, simultaneously genetating the fitst artetial sputt of blood, Mz.

- continues to fall down to his left hip, causing his body to continue to
totate onto his back. During this movement, a second attetial sputt pattern is

generated (to the nottheast of Mt. .) Then, Mz .rolled over onto
his back, coming to rest over neatest end of the fitst attetial sputt pattetn.

© ‘The absence of bloodstains on the right hand of M. - supports Deputy

. account of M. l reaching behind his back to retrieve his pistol. This
action shields the right hand from the blood which is projected forwaid away from

the gunshot wound in his chest.

Bloodstains found on the left hand of Mr- could have been deposited there
following the gunshot wound, when the blood was projected from his body, and as

he fell to the ground. Because M. - was reaching behind his back with his
tight hand, it is teasonable to opine that he may have been balancing his stance by

extending his left hand forwatd, exposing his left hand to the blood which is

projected forward from the gunshot wound in his chest

Thete ate no othet significant injuties noted on Mz,
could be attributed to the size, shape, ot disttibution of the bloodstains found at this

scerne.

HE AREA WHERE

simply leaned

I at least one

was moved during life saving effozts.
i by the arms. Likewise in 2

It is clear thar Mr

photograph, an

ms to help clear the alrway,
P ¥

than he was in the p WOLogLapb




CPR and other life saving efforts ate very dynamic actions. These actions alone
cteate opportunities for the body to move and be repositioned by Fire / EMS first

respondéts.

perury (55N AnD BB vrrE FACING EACH OTHER AT

THE TIME OF THE SHOOTING.
© The bullet trajectory through Mr. - chest (as described by the Medical

—

° The Medical Examiner (Dr. S8 stated he did not establish an angle for the

trajectory;

forward, Admittedly, Dx.

at the time he ‘was shot.*®
Nost membets of the medicolegal comtunity agtee thete is a margin of etror of plus

or minus five degrees in establishing the path of a bullet through the body due to
bullet deviation, whether the subject was breathing in oz out at the time the wound

wes created. This margin of error is compounded by the following facts in this case:

——




o Ifthe trajectory rod is smallet than the bullet hole in the bone, the trajectoty rod
does not represent the bullet path as accutately as if it wete sized to the bullet
hole.

o Ifthe terminal end of the ttajectoty rod is placed in the “atea” where the bullet:

was surgically retrieved, the trajectoty tod only tepresents an approxitation of

the bullet path.

© The bloodstains on the front of Deputy - pants and the forward facing
portion of his boots ate consistent with blood exiting the anterior (front) of M,

- chest and striking the front of Deputy -

e Mr -Was not in a defensive positon ptlot to Deputy-dlscharging his
Weapon Accordmg to the Medical Examinet, § - 7 :

discharged his weapon, but he talks about having to be closer in order to make

contact with the baton sirike. In the end he reasons he must have been three-to-fout

concluded that “Stippling does not

occur at muzzle-to-target distances of approximately five feet or greater.”

and Mit

i account of the 3 to 4 feet between he

*WSP Crime Lahors atory Report, Dated

———
- vo—
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DEPUTY {88 FIRED A SINGLE, DELIBERATE SHOT TO THE CENTER

MASS OF MR. -

o Modetn law énforcement trainers teach that when an officet uses deadly force the

intent should be to stop a suspect’s threatening behavior as fast as possible.
Shooting fot a subject’s centér mass is usually considered the most effective fitst

option.
Accotding to the autopsy repott and the suppotting autopsy photographs, the

gunshot wound f

Deputy - shot placement was consistent with standardized law enforcement
fireatms training, and does not support an unintentional or accidental discharge.

THE FLASHLIGHT, AND THE .45 CALIBER HANDGUN OWNED BY MR

was said to be tettieving 2 handgun from his rear waistband, using his

o
right hand when the shooting occurted.
o At the moment Mr.§ was shot, his right arm was moving out from behind
his back. The momentum of his right atm continues and he releases his gtip on
the pistol. 'The pistol travels to his right, coming to rest on the ground. .
o had been holding a flashlight, which otiginally drew Deputy
as he walked actoss the patking lot.
o Itis unknown if the flashlight was dropped at oz after the baton stiike, or when
; was shot, but the flashlight would have been released fiom his grip,
and it would have diopped straight down onto the ground, below M. ¢
o In the fashion which M l = gl to the giound, his body came to sesg,

lly covering the flaghlicht.

partie




The Flashlight and Handgun ate both movesble objects, and their respective final

positions of test in a scene ate transient at best,

o It is not uncommon for first tespondets (Police and Fire) to move items,
especially weapons, ontside of the teach of subjects. Law enforcement officers
may move a weapon ot item and not recall because of their “tunnel vision” state
which focuses them at the time of a shooting incident.

Historically, Fire and EMS Petsonnel have moved, and even secteted weapons in
a scetie to mminimize their exposute because of their hurrled movement and

focused cate of the patient.

For instance in this case, an AMR ambulance employee desctibed placing a
| handgun. It is not know if

backboard on the ground, contacting Mt £ =
that action moved the handgun significantly, or if the employee subsequently

moved the handgun out of the way of the backboatd.

!




CONCLUSIONS

On - 2010 Mz. _Was fatally shot by Spokane Shetiff's Deputy
. At the titne of this incident, Depu ' had parked his unmarked patrol car
puty p b

in the patking lot of ‘- a business owned by Mr-, and located in

Spokane County.

Deputy. maintains he was seated inside his patrol cat updating a traffic collision report
and subsequent Notice of Infraction on his wotk computer (MDT), and visually 'mom'toﬂ'ng
the area for prowlers, because of a citizen tequest for extra patrol and a prowl check in her

" neighborhood. The citizen reported her son had been assaulted earlies by ten subjects, and

she feared they would return to assault het son and rob her home.

' Deputy'was seated in his patrol when a flash of light to his left, caught his attention.
He then noticed a man walking towards the back of his pattol car. The subject (later

) turned slightly and approached the driver’s side door. When

could see he was holding a handgun in his right hand,

identified as

rned, Deputy

pointed down towatds the ground.

away from Deputy:
“Diop the gun,” and to “S ep 4

't have to,” and “Prm not goi

Aczording to Deputy

s panis, and he walked backvwards » conple




t
1
1

Deputy. got out of his car and told M. - “Never walk up on the police with a

gun in yout hand.” Deputy. then told Mt -to “Keep your hands whete I can
see them” as the Deputy distanced himself from Mr-

Deputy-then started commanding M. . to, “Get on the ground” several times
in succession to which M. - said, “T don’t have to, and I not going to.” While still
holding his pistol in his tight hand, Deput- dtew his baton using his left hand.

Deputy.. advanced on M. (' and delivered a back-handed blow to the left outer
knee of M. - who buckled slightly but did not go to the ground. Deputy-put

his baton away and remembets calling a “Code 67 overt his radio eithet just before, ot after

the baton strike. Following the baton sttike, M_t- stood straight up. Deputy.
commanded him again to, “Get on the ground.” Mt. - simply starred at Deputy’

and again did not go to the ground.

reached around his back to the area Deputy, -

ulled his arm forward, and Deputy

knew the pistol was secuted. As Mz
in the chest,

could see the pistol gtip in his hand, he fited one round, striking M.
infotmed radio, “Shots fired” and he stood by until

mortally wounding him. Deputyj
backing units artived on scene,

tried to ofganize life saving efforts.

ad been involved in the incident and

Once othet Sheriffs units arrived, Deputy
Another on scene deputy recognized Deputy

he took him out of the scene. M. {
<
from Fire / EMS petsonnel, and was later pronounced dead by the Emetgency Room

physician In comimunication with the medics on scene.

As required, this
ernal Affaiis Bureau to determine all relevani facts and circuinstances. T
.ding of the criminal investigation was that the shooting was non-ctiminal, and done so
cuaring the petfotinance of a lawful duiy by Depuiy *‘ The cilminal investigation was
okans Conniy  Following his !
i

Atiorn ey for 5y

;, Frosecuiing
,

. . T . T
PUSSENTEa 10 T, =




treview of the investigation, he ruled thete was no violation of ctiminal law, and declined to
prosecute D@puty'-

The conclusions in this case ate supported by the evidence examined, and the evidence
| This

supports the prosecutor’s ruling to not file criminal chatges agafnst Deputy{
teport is based solely upon the information made available at the time this document was

wtitten and may be changed ot modified with the discovety of new infotmation.
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APPENDIX A: MATERIAL EXAMINED

Investigators’ Repotts:

a. Spokane PD Det. —, Lead Investigator
b. Spokane PD Det. —Reports

c. Spokane PD Det. -Reports
d. Spokane County SO De- Reports

WSP Det. Sgt. _
wsp CiD De:

€.

£

g WsP Det-
. ()

WSP Det.
Washington State Crime Lab Reports
Spokane County-City Forensic Unit Crime Scene Reports

a. Autopsy Report and Photographs
b. Scene Photographs
c. Evidence Photogtaphs

Third Interview
fter the shooting

~

e. Photogtaphs of Deputy

Uniform pants and boots

f.  Photogtaphs of Deputy

g. Photographs of Deputy Patrol Car




Dispatch CAD Notes

Property Receipts

‘ Investigation and Critique of SPD’s OIS Investigation




APPENDIX B: CRIME SCENE DIAGRAMS
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APPENDIX C: PERTINENT PHOTOGRAPHS

Photogtaph depicting the
Spokane Valley Fite / EMS
Personnel administering CPR to

Mz,

Note the lineat (artetial)
bloodstain near his left foot, and
the .45 caliber handgun on the

ground.

Photograph taken by Deputy § -

Photograph depicting the AMR
Employee (=) in the white
shitt lifting Mx. Creach by his
arms, to “clear the aitway.”

"

Photograph taken by Deputy




———

Photogtaph depicting the
Spokane Valley Fite / EMS

wotking on Mr. @@, standing
and kneeling on the bloodstains

on the ground.

Photograph taken by Deputy {

Relational photograph tak

Fire / EMS work on M.
Position of Mt { in relation
to the patiol car.

Photograph taken by Deputy

i
i
i
i




Photograph depicting the
Spokane Valley Fire / EMS
Personnel administering CPR to
) Note the lineat
(arterial) bloodstain near his left

foot.

EBvidence of incontinence in the
front portion of the ttousets,

Photograph taken by Deputy m

Photogtaph depicting the
production of flow patterns and
latge volume bloodstain directly
under the head, neck, and shoulder
atea of Mr. ]

Bloodstains on the left hand, dirt on
the heel of the palm, hand outside
of the Bloed field.

Photogeaph taken by Deputy {277

e




Photogtaph of Mr. @888 being
rolled over (presumably by the
M.E.) exposing the large volume
stain under his head and neck,
and the utine stain under his

buttocks.

Photograph taken by Deputy

after being pronounced
dead on scene. The left hand is
ovetlaid on a bloodstain pattern on
the ground.

Photograph taken by Deputy

Bloodstains on Mr.§ left
hand, photographed in the Spokane
County Morgue.

Diit can be seen over the top of
bloodstains on the heel of he palm,
M(Lcamza the blood was on the

d prios to the hand contacting

[y

hand

the diit,

M. Photogeaph teken at morgue

l
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ABOUT I FORENSICS

_ Fotensics is an independent Forensic Consulting and Education Company,

located in the -, Washington area and specializes in Ctime Scene Investigation,
Review, and Reconstruction, Bloodstain Pattetn Analysis, and Medicolegal Death Scene

Investigation. To date, - Forensics has delivered standatdized training in
bloodstain pattetn analysis, death investigation, and ctime scene investigation and

teconsttuction to thousands of investigative professionals, nation-wide.

- Forensics’ reputation is built on over 25 yeat’s investigative expetience of forensic
] -mamta.ms a very diverse and technically trained resume, which

includes over 3500 death scenes visited duting his 15 years as a Medicolegal Death Scene

Investigator, and several hundred more ctime scene investigations he’s logged as a Police

Investigator.

| Forensics’ mission is to develop a high quality and non-biased forensic

investigation for members of the ctiminal justice community, and to provide an objective

and reliable analysis of complex ctime scenes.
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PRE-SHOOTING DIORAMA PHOTOGRAPHS

A dioratna is a scenic teptesentation in which poseable figures are displayed in a series of pictures,
representing a continuous scene. The diorama is used to help demonsttate the relative positions of

Deputy ig8and Mr. [, during the Officet-Tnvolved Shooting incident.

Scene One

Deputy -on left, with the back to the catmera,
standing upright in a modified Weaver shooting
stance (atms flexed at the elbow, hands held close to
his body, fitearm in line with his nose).

. _lontheright, facing the camera, reaching
behind his back with his tight hand, his left hand is
extended forward and down.

on left, facing the camera,
ht in a modified Weaves
ce (atms flexed at ihc bow,

hﬂ:!_ds hel 7 1 se to his body, firearm in line

-
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POST-SHOOTING DIORAMA PHOTOGRAPHS

This series of photogtaphs represent the movement of M. 7 following the shooting incident. This
diorama is based upon Deputy testimony as well as the evidence studied from the scene, and the
investigators repotts.

Frame One: M. is standing uptight,

leaning slightly forward, reaching behind his back,
with his right hand, his left hand is extended forward

and down for balance.

——— s

Frame Tyo: =

{ MiE2 & o has been shot, He s stdrting to
coﬂapga—jpﬂs left knee is stazting to bend, while his
body is beginning to fall sitaight down towards the
ground, His left arm is up and forward of his

body. 'The fitst of two artetial spuits project from

his chest wound, Blood contacts his left hand.

other bloodstains tetininate on the ground
creating one of the two linear bloodstain
cround to the northeast

3
g

seein on th
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Frame Three:

M. body collapses straight
down towards the ground. He falls
hard onto his left knee, impacting
the gravel. His tight leg shifts out
to his right side. The momentum
of his right atm, moving from
behind his back continues and he
teleases his gtip on the pistol. The
pistol travels to his right, coming to
rest on the ground. A second
atterial spurt of blood statts to

emits from his chest wound.

J Frame Four; ==

| falls onto his Jeft hip.

; His lower body is now fully
contacted with the ground. His left
palm strikes the ground as his / D

uppei body continues to fall,
Artetial blood continues to sputt
snte the ground, completing the |
a5t of the two lineat bloodstain f
- aiteins seen on the grouad to the |
{
EH
H
J

=ast of the body.




Frame Five:

The momentum of the fall causes Mr. -
to rotate from his left hip, onto his back. His
upper body falls backwatds.

|
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SHERIFF’S OFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Sherifr (.
FROM: Captajn- .

CC: Undsrsheﬁff- Chie 5
e

'DA.TE: ./2011

RE: Deadly Force Review Board finding relating to Incident #-

The composition of the Deadly Force Review Board in this matter was as follows:

\

Chauperson Ctam .
“ber: Chief{
l\ oer: Sergeant

Member: Deputy
Member; Deputy. .
Member: Deputy §

Viember: Deputy J
Aember: Deputy K]

t_

+hooting Policy for the Spokans County Sheriit’s Office states in part;

, CUEE QY IGroe in




