
 ORANGE HAWKWEED (Hieracium aurantiacum) 

 Family: Asteraceae (Aster) Life Cycle: Perennial 

 Class: B - Control Required AKA: Devil’s paintbrush, red daisy, flameweed 
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April - May 

Rosette, Seedling Stage 

June - July 

Bolting, Bud, Bloom Stage 

August - October  

Seeding, Fall Regrowth Stage 

2,4-D Tordon + 2,4-D Fall treatments not known to be 
very effective. Fall treatment with 
Tordon may give some control. 

WeedMaster Transline 

Curtail Milestone 

Prescott Trimec 

Milestone  

Trimec  

ORANGE HAWKWEED 

• Exudes milky sap when broken 

• Has been sold as an ornamental plant for its 
bright flame-colored flowers 

• Forms mats as rhizomes and stolons spread 
from parent plant 

• Native to Europe 

*ALWAYS read herbicide labels and follow instructions for use and PPE. The use of a surfactant (aka sticker) increases 
the efficacy of herbicide application, saving you time and money. If treating over multiple seasons, rotate using 
herbicides with different modes of action to reduce likelihood of herbicide resistance developing. Below are 
recommended herbicides based on stage of growth and time of year. All recommendations are supplied with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Noxious Weed Board is implied. Trade 
names are used to simplify recommendations.  
NOTE: There is no ‘magic bullet’ in noxious weed control, and control efforts must be repeated every season to stop 
their spread. Using a combination of methods (e.g. cultural and chemical) will lead to better control over time. 

CONTROL METHODS 

Mechanical: Hand pulling and digging has limited 
success; disturbing stolons and rhizomes may 
encourage plants to spread. Ensure all roots, 
stolons and rhizomes are removed. Repeated 
mowing can reduce seed production, but can 
encourage vegetative spread and re-flowering. 
Tilling may spread the stolons and rhizomes 
around. Repeated tilling may be successful.  

Cultural: Promote desirable plant communities. 
Competitive perennial grass communities are 
more difficult for hawkweeds to invade.  

Biological: There are currently no biological 
agents approved for release in Washington State. 

Chemical*: Most effective in spring and early 
summer on rosettes or bolting plants. Use a 
surfactant. See table below.  

DESCRIPTION 

Growth Traits: Perennial with fibrous roots, stolons and 
rhizomes. Forms spreading mats of hairy basal leaves, 
sending up distinct flowering stalks with clusters  of 
flowers at stem ends.  

Leaves and Stems: Leaves mostly basal, with very few 
on flowering stems. Leaves hairy on both sides, rounded 
at tip and narrow at base.  Stems have star-shaped 
glandular hairs and may grow close to three feet tall.   

Flowers: Blooms June - August; mowing can alter bloom 
time. Flowers red-orange, paler orange in center. Bracts 
on flowerheads are hairy.  Flowers in clusters at end of 
stem tips. Flowering stems are hairy and nearly leafless. 

Roots and Reproduction: Fibrous root system with 
creeping stolons and rhizomes. Spreads by seed, 
rhizome and stolons. Spreads aggressively by rhizomes 
and stolons, forming dense mats. Most seeds fall near 
the parent plants, but can be spread over long distances 
by wind.  Seeds may remain viable for seven years in soil 
seed bank. 

Habitat: Prefers sunny sites but will tolerate some 
shade. Grows in pastures, yards and lawn, rangeland, 
and meadows. 

Toxicity: Not known to be toxic. Generally not palatable 
to livestock.  


