
Human Use of the Aquifer
The two large maps on this page provide a visual representation of the spatial distribution of 
Aquifer discharge and recharge activities.  The irrigation season and non-irrigation season are both 
represented, and the greater water withdrawals during the irrigation season are clearly shown.

Creating Cell Values
The process used to create the two 
large color maps on this page is 
shown at left.  First the Aquifer was 
divided into small squares, called 
“cells”.  Each cell has associated 
values for withdrawals (pumping) 
and for discharges to the Aquifer 
(such as irrigation).  Discharge 
values are added together, and 
the recharge values are added.  
Recharge values are subtracted 
from discharge to create a net 
flow value for each cell.  Each cell 
is assigned a color based on flow 
values in the map legends, and 
the cells are assembled as maps.
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