
 HOUNDSTONGUE (Cynoglossum officinale) 
 Family: Boraginaceae (Borage) Life Cycle: Biennial to Perennial 

 Class: Weed of Concern - Control recommended AKA: Gypsy flower 
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April - May 

Rosette, Seedling Stage 

June - July 

Bolting, Bud, Bloom Stage 

August - October  

Seeding, Fall Regrowth Stage 

PasturePro PasturePro Tordon + 2,4-D 

WeedMaster Method + Telar Fall regrowth or rosettes: 

Escort Escort 2,4-D 

Method + Telar Tordon + 2,4-D Milestone 

HOUNDSTONGUE 

 Velcro-like seeds adhere to clothes, fur, shoes 
and hiking gear 

 Small red-purple to burgundy flowers 

 Entire plant covered in hairs 

 Toxic to livestock 

 Native to Eurasia 

CONTROL METHODS 

Mechanical: Pulling and digging can be effective 
on small infestations. Sever below root crown or 
completely remove roots. Bag and throw away 
any seed heads to reduce their dispersal. 

Repeated mowing just before flowering begins 
can reduce seed production.  

Regular tilling will reduce populations, killing 
young rosettes before flowering and seed set. 

Cultural:  Promote competitive desirable 
vegetation. Reseed problem areas with fast 
growing plants that reduce habitat available for 
invasion. Grazing is not practical due to toxicity. 

Biological: There are currently no biological 
agents approved for release in Washington State. 

Chemical*:  Most effective in rosette stage. Use a 
surfactant. See table below for recommendations.  

*ALWAYS read herbicide labels and follow instructions for use and PPE. The use of a surfactant (aka sticker) 
increases the efficacy of herbicide application, saving you time and money. If treating over multiple seasons, rotate 
using herbicides with different modes of action to reduce likelihood of herbicide resistance developing. Below are 
recommended herbicides based on stage of growth and time of year. All recommendations are supplied with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Noxious Weed Board is implied. Trade 
names are used to simplify recommendations.  

NOTE: There is no ‘magic bullet’ in noxious weed control, and control efforts must be repeated every season to stop 
their spread. Using a combination of methods (e.g. cultural and chemical) will lead to better control over time. 

DESCRIPTION 

Growth Traits:  Biennial to short-lived perennial with 
succulent, hairy leaves and stems. Grows a basal 
rosette in first year, then upright stalks that branch 
towards the top.  Shade tolerant, grows one to four 
feet tall, and produces Velcro-like seeds.  Can form 
dense monoculture stands. 

Leaves and Stems: Leaves are alternate, hairy and 
linear. Leaves decrease in size up plant stems, and have 
a tapering point. Stems are hairy, upright and branch 
towards the top.   

Flowers: Blooms May - August. Flowers grow on upper 
leaf axils and stem ends. Blossoms are deep reddish-
purple to burgundy with five lobes. 

Roots and Reproduction: Develops branching, woody, 
black taproot. Reproduces by seed. Seeds have hooked 
barbs that help them stick in clothes, fur and gear for 
dispersal. One plant may produce 300 - 600 seeds, 
which remain viable in the soil for two to three years.   

Habitat: Quickly invades in disturbed area such as 
roadsides, construction sites, trail edges and meadows. 
Shade tolerant, and thrives in wetter grassland 
habitats. Prefers regions with hot dry summers and 
cold winters.  

Toxicity: Contains pyrrolizidine alkaloids toxic to 
livestock and humans. Some horse deaths have been 
attributed to contaminated hay. Wear long sleeves and 
gloves when handling to reduce risk of skin irritation. 


