Hello Newman Lake residents,

Thank you for participating in our Feb. 5 meeting outlining the Newman Lake wastewater pilot project.

We’re grateful for your time and commitment to helping explore this cost-effective, state-of-the-art treatment alternative over the course of the next year.

To summarize the plan:

· Through financial and technical assistance, the Department of Ecology is collaborating with Spokane Conservation District, Spokane County and property owners to find innovative ways to better the health of Newman Lake by finding alternatives to failing septic systems.
· In April, Spokane Conservation District will oversee installation of small scale enhanced treatment upgrades at up to three sites in Honeymoon Bay.
· From May until next winter, we’ll monitor the wastewater discharged from these treatment systems. If discharged water meets or is cleaner than groundwater standards, the new technology will stay in place and serve as a model for other parcels.

At that time, we’ll schedule a meeting with you and your neighbors to discuss possible next steps. While this project is in the early stages, if it proves successful and property owners agree, similar small-scale treatment systems could be installed on properties around the lake over several years.

Ecology would permit these systems under a state waste discharge permit, which can only be issued to public entities. The final small scale treatment systems would therefore rely on a sewer district to oversee operations and maintenance.

Much remains to be done before further steps are considered, and we look forward to working with residents to achieve long-term water quality improvements. Meanwhile, we encourage you to visit sccd.org/newman-lake-water-treatment-alternative to learn more about the project, watch the Feb. 5 presentation, and download materials to share with neighbors who were unable to attend the meeting.

Thank you for your continued interest, input and participation,

Lindsay Chutas and Megan Rounds
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