Storm drains are
rectangular or round grates
that are placed in the street, normally near the edge or curb. Rain,

snowmelt, or water from our sprinklers carry pollutants as it flows
down our driveways and streets into these grates.

Unlike the water that goes down your sink or bathtub drain to the EXAMPLE OF A
sewer, water that flows into County storm drains IS NOT treated or STORM-DRAIN GRATE
filtered for pollutants.

The polluted stormwater is simply infiltrated into the ground where it can recharge our aquifer. Letting
anything other than clean water reach a storm drain is just like contaminating your own drinking
water source, so please don't pour anything down our storm drains!
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HOMEOWNER'S GUIDE
TO STORM DRAINS AND DRY

g ot




STORMWATER VS, WASTEWATER ...

In Spokane County, wastewater collection and stormwater
systems are separate. Wastewater is the used water that
drains from our toilets, sinks, bathtubs, and dishwashers.
The wastewater travels through sewer pipes to a waste-
water treatment plant where it is treated to strict quality
standards before it is released into the Spokane River.

Water that goes into the stormwater
system DOES NOT go to a treatment facility. As stormwater flows

\ The ralnwater, snowmelt, or waFer from our over the ground, it
sprinklers travels down our driveways and

off our sidewalks to a storm drain, then to picks up and carries

and through an underground pipe system natural and human-
where it empties into made pollutants.
adrywell.

These pollutants
The drywell chamber include:

will store stormwater
until it infiltrates into . INsecTieIpES
the surrounding soil. “
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