
Wildfires are a concern around the 
Inland Northwest, especially during 
the hot and dry summers. The fires 
can start either by lightning, from 
thunderstorms or from human actions. 
Sometimes fires can smolder for days 
and then increase rapidly with gusty 
winds. 
Last year was a busy year for wild fires. In 
Washington, there were over 300,000 acres 
burned.  That is as much area as the city of 
Spokane times 10! 

Smoke from wildfires 
Wildfires create lots of smoke that can 
move into towns and cities. There can be 
days or even weeks when residents can’t  
see the sun, especially on days with little 
wind. This smoke can lead to poor air 
quality. Breathing smokey air can harm our 
lungs and our heart. 

Animals and wildfires
Native animals have adapted to wildfires 
and know how to avoid or escape them. It 
is not uncommon for some animals to go 
to rivers or streams or tunnel underground. 
Some animals prefer to return to the 
burned forests right away and can thrive. 

Weather, workers and wildfires 
After wild fires, the ground is scorched so 
that nothing can grow for some time. Then 
when it rains, the water can’t soak in and 
runs down the slopes. When the rain is 
heavy enough, this can cause flash flooding 
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or rock slides in towns, cities and on 
roads. 
The National Weather Service sends out 
Incident Meteorologists to wildfires. 
These specially trained meteorologists 
help forecast the weather and warn the 
wildland firefighters. This is because 

wild fires make their own dangerous 
weather. 
Firefighters come from Oregon, Idaho and 
Montana to help fight fires across Eastern 
Washington. They receive special training 
about weather and fire behavior. 
Fire camps are created if the fire is 
large enough. Fire camps are where the 
firefighters set up tents to sleep. They are 
provided meals and showers as well. They 
can be at the fire camps for up to 14 days!  
If the fire lasts more than that then a new 
set of firefighters come in to work on the 
fire.  It is hard work!  They can work up to 
12-16 hours a day.

Wildfire benefits 
Wildfires can be good and healthy for a 
forest. The fires clean 
the forest floors and 
allow beautiful flowers 
and mushrooms to 
return and grow. Fires 
also get rid of diseased 
trees and nasty bugs 
that can kill the trees. 
Some trees need the 
fire to release their 
seeds to grow, like Lodgepole pines.



Campfires
Camp fires with your family can be a fun way to make a yummy dessert, roasted marshmallows! But when 

it’s hot and dry out, sometimes camp fires are not a good idea.

To help prevent wildfires and house fires, the fire departments 
throughout Spokane County do not allow many types of 
recreational fires, also called camp fires, during the summer.

So, before starting a campfire, make sure it’s OK to have one. 
Check www.SpokaneCleanAir.org and click on “Burn Ban” on the 
right hand side of the page. There will be a link to a flyer that 
shows types of camp fires that are OK, and types of camp fires 
that are not allowed.

The Pulaski
One tool that every wildland firefighter uses is called a pulaski. It is a hand tool that has an axe on one side 
for chopping and an adze on the other side for digging. Firefighters use 
this tool to make firebreaks. It’s also been adapted for gardening, trail 
construction and other outdoor work.

The pulaski was invented in 1911 by a local man, Ed Pulaski. Ed Pulaski 
was a U.S. Forest Service ranger out of Wallace, Idaho. In 1910 he 
became famous for saving many lives during the huge wildfire in north 
Idaho.  

Carlton Complex Wildfire 2014  
Photos courtesy of KNDO/KNDU

The Carlton Complex fire began as 
four separate lightning-caused fires in 
central Washington on July 14. These 
fires merged on July 17 and spread, 
burning over 250,000 acres and 300 
homes in and around the towns of 
Pateros and Malott. This wildfire is the 
largest in Washington state’s recorded 
history. 

The wind carried smoke from the fire several hundred miles to the southeast and into the Spokane area. Air 
quality was considered unhealthy for sensitive groups for several days in July.



April 25: Arbor Day & Compost Fair 
 Finch Arboretum
 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
June 18: Summer Parkways 
 Bike ride at Comstock &   
 Manito Parks 
 6 - 9 p.m.

Community Calendar Firewise Video

Wildfire Chart Members can earn 5 points by completing activities on this page!

Please answer the following questions according to the graph above. 
 
1. What is the title of this graph? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the 10 year average?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

3. How many fires were there in 2014?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

4. What year did the graph begin?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

5. What year had the least amount of fires?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

(Graph courtesy of Northwest Interagency Coordination Center.)

With your parents help, go to the following web site: 
www.firewise.org
• Click on Teaching Tools on the right hand side.
• Click on Kids’ Corner on the lower left side.
• Click on Wildfire Safety Videos for Kids on the top. 

Watch any of the three videos and list several ways you can 
reduce the risk of wildfire danger to your home or apartment:
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
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EnviroKids’ Club provides its 200+ members with information and activities to explore aspects of the environment: air, water, 
weather, garbage and recycling, plants and animals. The Club is open to all Spokane County residents who are in grades K-6.  

Club members receive a newsletter in the mail four times a year. The newsletter contains activities to complete and ideas for 
activities at home or in the community. Members who are interested can complete activities and/or participate in some of 
the events to earn points. Earned points can then be used to trade-in for prizes. Members need to participate in at least one 
activity per calendar year to receive newsletters. For more information, visit www.SpokaneEnvirokids.org.

EnviroKids’... caring for the Earth

To earn points, mail your completed 
activities by June 30, 2015 to:

EnviroKids’ Club  c/o National Weather Service 
2601 N. Rambo Rd. Spokane, WA 99224

Fill in this form with the activities page complete and send it back to us to earn your points! Do you have a friend or sibling who 
would like to join EnviroKids’ Club? Copy this page for them to send in and be added to our mailing list.

Name: _______________________________   Age: _________  Grade: ______  School: ______________________________

Home Mailing Address: ________________________________City: ________________________Zip Code: ______________

E-mail Address: ________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________

My child has permission to participate in EnviroKids’ Club activities that I accompany him/her to and permission is granted to 
use his/her photo that may be taken at such event, for promoting the Club (newsletter, flyers, ads, website, etc.) 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature. Please print name, then sign and date
EnviroKids’ Club Partners: City of Spokane Water Quality & Solid Waste Departments, National Weather Service, Spokane Aquifer 
Joint Board, Spokane Conservation District, Spokane County Water Resources, and Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency. 
Printed on recycled paper. Printing and mailing provided by Solid Waste with partial grant funding from WA State Dept. of Ecology.

Printed on recycled paper. Printing & mailing provided by Spokane Regional Solid Waste System, with partial grant funding from the WA Department of Ecology. 

 
See inside for 

   Activity Details!

Members can earn 5 points  

by completing each special 

EnviroKids’ activity that is 

marked with a gold star!


