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Four years ago the City of
Spokane approached
SCRAPS looking for a long
term, regional solution to their
animal control needs. Since
then numerous task forces
were assembled, dozens of
meetings have been held and
various plans have been put
forward. Finally, the dream
of a regional facility has become a reality.
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On January 28th, 2013 the
Board of County Commissioners authorized the creation of a regional animal protection facility and the purchase of the old Latus Harley
Davidson Building located at
6815 E. Trent in the Spokane
Valley to house it in. The
regional approach to animal
welfare will allow all strays to
be held under one roof, thereby creating enhanced convenience for any pet owner looking for a lost pet, uniform enforcement of laws/public polices, and a common license
process.
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and pets in the community.
“Our goal in pursuing a reAt the press conference held gional animal control proafter a special county com- gram has always been twomissioner’s meeting, Mayor fold,” said County CommisDavid Condon of the city of sioner Todd Mielke, who has
Spokane, Mayor Tom
been a driving force in the
Towey of the city of Spocreation of regional animal
kane Valley and Spokane
control. “We want to proCity Councilman Steve Sal- vide enhanced customer servatori all spoke about their
vice for the citizens on the
backing of the regional sys- region and provide that sertem and offered their support vice at or below the animal
of SCRAPS as we move into control costs currently paid
the future.
by area jurisdictions.”
SCRAPS will continue to
work with other area animal
welfare organization to improve the live release rate
(animals finding permanent
homes) and to offer programs that benefit the people

Below Commissioner Todd
Mielke welcomes guests, members of the press and supporters to the future site of
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Regional animal
control means there
is just one place to
go – one facility
where your lost pet
will be housed, one
facility where you
can call about an
animal at large and
one facility where
you can purchase a
license for your pet.

Regional Animal Protection Service has become a reality – finally. For the past four years,
I’ve spent countless hours working on plans,
committee reports and legal documents with one
goal in mind: Providing the people and pets in
our area with the best solution to animal control
possible.
From cost to customer service, one solution
made sense and that was regional animal control. There are a lot of facts and figures that are
available regarding the economy of scale, savings to taxpayers on annual operating costs and
uniform enforcement of laws and public policy.
However, what really matters for most people is
finding their lost pet.
Regional animal control means there is just one
place to go – one facility where your lost pet
will be housed, one facility where you can call
about an animal at large and one facility where
you can purchase a license for your pet.
It also offers us a chance to provide not only
animal services and longer hours to our customers, but a gathering place for the community. The new facility allows us the opportunity
to offer more programs, classes and events that
we just can’t house in our current shelter. It
also provides us an opportunity to look beyond
the basic requirements and think big.
Our big plans would include new equipment for
our officers, signage for the building, public art,
commercial cleaning equipment, an information
booth, meeting spaces for volunteers and more
dog training programs. All of these would be
funded by private donations made by supporters.
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I’d like to thank everyone who has helped us get
to this point especially Spokane County Commissioner Todd Mielke. He has championed
regional animal control from the beginning and
should be commended for his “dogged determination” as commissioner Al French said at a
press conference. I’d also like to thank elected
officials and staff for the cities of Spokane and
Spokane Valley. Their vision for the future and
dedication to this project has helped to make it a
reality.
There is a lot of work that still must be done. In
less than one year’s time, we need to remodel
the site, unify the animal enforcement codes,
hire staff, purchase equipment including vehicles, and numerous other things I’ve got written
on countless lists. My goal, and the goal of the
SCRAPS staff now, is to be able to welcome
you to our new, regional, state-of-the art animal
shelter in January, 2014 and continue to provide
the level of service that has become an integral
part SCRAPS.

Nancy Hill, Executive Director of SCRAPS
and President, SCRAPS Hope Foundation
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Much of an animal control officer’s
work takes place “out in the field.”
There are times, however, an officer’s
work shows up at the front desk here at
SCRAPS.
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the thought of a three-legged dog and
surrender her to SCRAPS.

Earlier this year, a man brought in his
two and a half year old Rottweiler mix
into the shelter with a badly broken femur bone. The owner didn’t know how
the accident happened and was unable
to pay for a vet bill, so he was asking
for the dog to be euthanized.

Situations involving animals can become overwhelming quite quickly and
people often need help in finding a solution. Officers at SCRAPS are deputized with a special commission and
have extensive training in dealing with
all sorts of issue involving pets and
strays, often acting as social workers
and counselors. In this particular case,
they were able to save a life.

“The dog was super nice and I knew
that she would make someone a great
pet,” said Nicole Montano, SCRAPS
Animal Protection Operations Manager.
“I told him that amputation of the leg
was the only solution and that dogs recover extremely well from this type of
surgery.” The owner could not handle

Through the SCRAPS Hope Foundation, Zoie received the surgery she
needed and was sent to a rescue group
that provided medical care for her during her recovery. Now she is available
for adoption and, according to her foster
mom, Zoie runs around like nothing has
happened and is just a “love bug.”

The new SCRAPS facility will be at
the site of the former Harley Davidson
dealership at 6815 Trent. The building is first rate energy efficient, will be
convenient to all our citizens and capable of meeting our needs for decades to come. It is on a bus line,
which will allow customers and volunteers easy access.
The building is paid for by the regional economy of scale, which means we
are more efficient by working together
in a regional approach.
The agreement with the city, county
and Spokane Valley is a twenty-year
fixed contract adjusted annually by a
consumer price index. The fixed rate
amount is equivalent to the amount
currently paid by the city.

For more information on adopting Zoie,
please call Jeanette at 509-499-0575 or
email doggonecrazydogs@yahoo.com.

SCRAPS has deputized animal protection
officers extensively trained to enforce animal
laws and respond to emergency situations in

the cities of Spokane Valley, Liberty
Lake, Millwood, Cheney and the unincorporated areas of Spokane County.

Current Facility
11,500 square feet

New Facility
30,000 square feet

Building built in 1972

Built in 2001

Under ten cars pass by each day

30,000 cars pass by each day

On septic tank

Connected to sewer system

78 dogs kennels

100 dog kennels (proposed.)

Intake of approx. 6,000 each year

Intake of approx. 13,000 each year

55 cats cages

100 cat cages (proposed)

22 parking spaces

96 parking spaces

One common restroom

Multiple public restrooms

Five officers

12 officers

Open six days a week

Open seven days a week

24 full time/part time staff

46 full time/part time staff
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The New Year is certainly taking
off with a bang! As you know,
SCRAPS has been awarded the animal control contract for the city of
Spokane. This means that beginning
January, 2014 we will be handling
twice as many animals, and we’ll be
doing it from our new location at
6815 E Trent in Spokane Valley.
Our Volunteer Program is expanding to serve a larger clientele and
greater intake of animals; we’ll be
looking for volunteers to grow our
animal enrichment and adoption
counseling programs. I foresee
more Zen Masters (volunteers who
sit quietly with a frightened animal
and use calming techniques such as
bathing and massage to help reassure the animal); more adoption
counselors to assist visitors looking
for a pet to take home, and additional community outreach volunteers who bring animals for adoption and educational programs to
the community.
Speaking of education, did you
know that SCRAPS visits schools
with presentations about animal
care, safety around animals, and the

We are planning on a small retail
store in our new facility and it will be
managed by volunteers. If you have a
background in business please consider helping us as we get to the point
of setting up this venture.

importance of ID on your pets? Here we
see a photo of our booth at the South
Pines Elementary Career Fair. Bruno
was the star attraction and students
learned how to use the scanner to find
his microchip. We know that Bruno will
always find his way home!
As the single animal control agency in
Spokane County we expect to have lots
of visitors and we want them to love
coming to see us, whether it’s for a tour
of the facility, to volunteer, or to adopt a
wonderful pet. Volunteers will be able
to assist the public, perhaps showing
them how to use on-line services or directing them to the kennels or cat room.

Of course, as the number of people
and animals that we serve increases,
so does the need for donations to help
support the many community services
we offer. Did you know that our medical compassion fund is supported
solely by donations? We will need
volunteers who have experience or
the desire to learn about marketing
and fundraising.
This is truly an exciting time for
SCRAPS! We sincerely appreciate all
our dedicated volunteers and look
forward to opening new volunteer
positions and meeting new people.
Thank you for supporting SCRAPS!!
For information on becoming a
SCRAPS volunteer, check our website, www.spokanecounty.org/scraps,
or email me, Francine Moniz, at
fmoniz@spokanecounty.org.

Meet Cathy Harris! Cathy has been a dedicated SCRAPS volunteer since 2011. She has logged over
1200 hours of volunteer time! Cathy is very knowledgeable about cats in particular and she has assisted with our Cat Socialization training for new volunteers. Because she is so active, she gets to know
each individual cat and that is important when talking to potential adopters. Sometimes the comments
and observations of a person who has spent time with a cat can be the deciding factor for people, because it gives them information about the cat’s personality.
Cathy has also been instrumental in the Pet Wrangler program. In this program SCRAPS takes adoptable cats to SV Petco to stay in a two cat condo until they are adopted. All the cats in this program are
spayed or neutered and microchipped, so they go home directly from the store! Petco has helped us
adopt out over 70 cats per year for the two years we’ve partnered with them in this program. Cathy is
the Team Lead for the Pet Wranglers and she chooses cats for the program as well as delivering them
to the store.
Thank you Cathy for all you do!

www.scrapshopefoundation.org
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The story of Nanook received a lot of
attention recently. In fact, SCRAPS
received inquiries from Rhode Island
and Australia asking about his health.
Nanook is a one-year old husky mix that
was tethered in his backyard since he
was a puppy. As he grew, the chain began to tighten and soon was imbedded
into his neck.
As SCRAPS sought help from the public in finding Nanook’s owner, a man
came forward to claim the dog and explain how the incident happened. “A
fenced yard is the best scenario for animal even if they spend most of their
time indoors,” said Nancy Hill the executive director of SCRAPS. “We never
recommend tethering a dog but owners
should NEVER tether with a choke
chain. The owner was charged with
second degree animal cruelty. RCW
16.52.207 indicates that animal cruelty

Many of the animals that come to
SCRAPS are in desperate need of
immediate medical care. These extreme cases are often in the news
and we receive dozens of calls and
hundreds of postings on Facebook
inquiring about the health of the pet
patient.
However, one of the most prevalent
illnesses we see here at SCRAPS
doesn’t make the front page because
it’s as common as a cold in humans.
It’s Upper Respiratory Infection and
it is the most commonly treated aliment amongst our cat population.
URI can spread rapidly between
cats just like a cold. Treatment includes medicine and rest for our
www.scrapshopefoundation.org

But here’s the part of the story we
like to tell:

in the 2nd degree is a gross misdemeanor and RCW 16.52.080 is a misdemeanor. Misdemeanors are punishable by up to 90 days in jail and/or a
$1000 fine. Gross misdemeanors are
punishable by up to 365 days in jail
and/or a $5000 fine.

feline friends in our isolation room. To
help speed up their recovery, SCRAPS
recently purchased a new air filter
since the virus is air born.

Nanook, the dog, was taken to the
vet where he had to undergo surgery.
Afterwards, he returned to SCRAPS,
but he didn’t stay here long. A new
owner was found for him – someone
who could take care of his postsurgery wounds. That someone,
named Kyle, had just returned from
serving his country and had been
looking for a husky. “I love to run,
and my mom’s Chihuahua just wasn’t able to keep up with me,” said
Kyle. “A friend of the family, who
volunteers at SCRAPS, showed me a
picture of him and I knew he was the
one.” Kyle has changed Nanook’s
name to Leo – short for Leonidas, a
Roman warrior – and the two of
them can be seen running around
Liberty Lake.

their “colds” and get back to being
their precocious, playful selves!

We were so grateful for the donations
that made it possible for us to purchase
a new air filter. This filter gives our
feline friends a fighting chance to kick
Donations to the SCRAPS Hope
Foundation fund our animal medical
program behavior assessment, outreach and education programs and
free dog training classes.

509.477.2760
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One of the volunteer opportunities
available at SCRAPS is running a
transport to the west side of the
state. It’s like a road trip with nine
or ten of your best friends. Nine or
ten furry, fuzzy, meowing, barking,
whining friends.
Nine or ten friends you are helping
take to a new, happy, forever
homes.
SCRAPS currently has dozens of
partners across the state and in Canada who take dogs and cats from
our shelter when we near capacity
or an animal has a special need.
It’s one more of the life-saving programs SCRAPS has enacted in the
last few years. “We’ve become part
of a great network of animal welfare organizations,” said Kathy
Keeney, our Transport Coordinator.

“Our goal is to double the number
of transports we have as we double the intake of animals we have
in the regional system.”
In 2012, 1,852 animals were sent
to partner agencies like NOAH.
NOAH, the Northwest Organization for Animal Help, is located in
Stanwood, Washington and has
become one of our most relied
upon agencies. Thanks to them
and our other animal welfare organizations, SCRAPS has
achieved one of the highest live
release rates of any municipal
agency.
Kennel Manager Cindy Taskila and
Transport Coordinator Kathy Keeney
load cats for transport. (top) while Sue
loads her car for the trip.

To volunteer with the transport program, call Kathy Keeney at 477-6824. To help provide funds to the
transport program, send your donation to the SCRAPS Hope Foundation in the envelope provided with
your newsletter and mark on it “Transport” We’ll make sure it gets where it’s supposed to go!

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder or so the saying goes.
Baby is a beautiful cat with a special feature – she is crosseyed. She became a favorite of the staff with her warm
and friendly personality, but week after week she was
passed up for adoption.
Then she became a star! Baby was selected for a “glamour
shot” by one of our stellar volunteer photographers named
Beate.
Many animals receive the star treatment here at SCRAPS.
Their photos are used on our flyers, in our ads and even
here in this newsletter rather than using stock photos. All
of these animals came into SCRAPS looking for new, forever homes.
We used Baby’s image on note cards and featured her in
several publications. Baby was soon adopted and now
leads the glamorous life of a well-loved famous feline.
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You never know what you’ll find at SCRAPS! A pure bred Beagle with AKC papers, an adorable litter of cats or a pot-bellied
pig! This pretty porker was found rooting around out in the
Spokane Valley right before Valentine’s Day.

Alexandria and Ryker got exactly what they wanted for their birthdays this year - dog food, cat litter and bleach. The sister and brother, whose birthdays fall in December and January, both requested
their friends and family give at gift to SCRAPS instead of toys or
video games.
We’d like to thank everyone who gave a gift to SCRAPS to celebrate their birthdays, anniversary, or to remember a friend.

www.scrapshopefoundation.org
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Kylie is a middle school student who decided to do a donation drive for SCRAPS. Kylie soon found herself on the
school’s PA system making morning announcements. Her
principal even let her extend the drive for another week
and let us be the recipient of the proceeds from Hat Day –
that’s where student pay $1 to be able to wear a hat on a
specific day. In addition to the food, cat litter, bleach and
toys we received, there was also a check for $143.66!

We hear a lot of love stories here at SCRAPS. Everyday a
family meets the dog or cat of their dreams and everyone
lives happily ever after. This Valentine’s Day, however,
something a little different happened. Elliny’s boyfriend of
ten months organized a scavenger hunt for her and one of the
stops on her route was SCRAPS. Here she picked up her
next clue, a t-shirt and a stuffed animal. Her other stops included Starbucks, a candy store and Victoria’s Secret.
2521 North Flora Road, Spokane Valley, WA 99216
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SCRAPS Hope Foundation
2521 N. Flora Road
Spokane Valley, WA 99216

Celebrate the cats and dogs that rule our hearts at the annual

SCRAPS Hope
Foundation Mission
To assist the Spokane County
Regional Animal Protection
Service in building a more humane community, protecting
public safety and ensuring animal welfare through compassionate, responsive, professional enforcement of laws and
public policy.

Friday, April 26th
6815 E. Trent (the old Harley Davidson Building)
Doors Open at 6 p.m.
Tickets are $25; $30 the night of the event

(509) 477-2532

Hundreds of items will be up for bid at this year’s auction. The event will be held in our newly purchased shelter facility before the construction begins. Come lend your support to our
animal medical fund and find out about our plans for the new regional animal control center!

FAX: (509) 477-4745

Make a donation or purchase tickets online at

PHONE:

Monday - Saturday
12:00-5:30 p.m.

HOURS:

www.SCRAPSHopeFoundation.org
Proceeds benefits the SCRAPS Hope Foundation Animal Medical Fund.

Help Us, Help Them!
Closed Sundays & Holidays

