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Looking Toward the Future
I have spent my time since the
November election reflecting
on the defeat of Spokane County Measure #1. The dream to
build a new regional animal
protection shelter was not approved by the voters and now
we must decide our next step…
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Looking back, our biggest opponent was the economy. It is
certainly a difficult time to ask
taxpayers to fund yet another
project. Although helping animals in our community through
a new regional shelter was and
is a worthwhile goal. I want to
thank Spokane County Commissioner Todd Mielke for
championing the project. He is
a tremendous advocate for the
people and animals in our community and should be commended for his efforts. He continues to be a supporter of a
regional animal protection service and his forward thinking
will help to make it a reality.
Now is the time to look for an
even better solution. SCRAPS
still has a looming need to replace its current facility.
SCRAPS is in an aging 40 year
old structure that is literally on
the wrong side of the railroad
tracks. A building permit to
expand the current shelter was
denied, as there is a Union Pacific RR line between SCRAPS
and the nearest sewer connection and fire hydrant – both
necessary for any new construction. We have simply out-

grown the space and there is no people in the community to
viable option for expanding the research and find a solution.
shelter at our current location.
Meanwhile, SCRAPS is dedicated to providing an excelThe City of Spokane aplent service to both people
proached SCRAPS a number of
and pets. We continue to
years ago looking for a long
find ways to return more pets
term regional solution to their
to their owner, increase adopanimal control needs. Regiontion rates and to promote
alizing animal protection serspay/neuter. SCRAPS staff
vices simply makes sense and
and our volunteers are absowill save taxpayers money in
lutely committed to our goal
annual operating costs. Addi– Protecting Pets, Protecting
tionally, all stray animals would
People, Saving Lives.
be housed under one roof making it easier to find a lost pet.
I hope that you enjoy the holA regional facility would be
iday season with family,
centrally located and accessible friends and of course your
to the public. A regional pro- pets. Please remember our
gram will allow for a common homeless animals during this
licensing process along with
holiday season through your
uniform enforcement of laws
volunteer hours and donaand public policy.
tions – they can truly make a
difference in the lives of aniSCRAPS is researching alternamals. Let us embrace the
tives to Spokane County Measseason and remember what is
ure #1 and a way to begin a
important in our lives and
regional program without going
always help others when you
to the voters. The biggest chalcan!
lenge is the increased capacity
for animals that would be rePlease join me in working
quired as part of regionalizing towards a regional animal
this service. Also a more cen- protection solution – which
tral location is important to
will help to save the lives of
improve access to the public,
our homeless animals. I
increase adoptions and help
know that together we can
save the lives of homeless ani- and will find a way…
mals in our community.
Happy Holidays!
There are many supporters of a
regional program in our community. We will continue to
meet with representatives from Nancy Hill
the City of Spokane, our current SCRAPS Director
coalition members and other
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Holiday Gift Ideas & Tips!
Shop On-Line at Igive.com at Absolutely No Cost to You and A
Portion of your Purchase Goes to Help the Animals! Go to
igive.com, select SCRAPS as your charity, and then shop on-line at
over 700 stores. I can almost promise you that any store you want to
shop at (Home Depot, Amazon, and 700 more) will be on igive.com
You are not charged anything, and a portion of your purchase will go
directly to helping the animals!!

Did you know that
SCRAPS is a
proud member of
the Maddie’s Fund
Coalition in the
Spokane Community? Check out
our statistics on
our website!

Honor a Friend, Family Member or Pet by Sponsoring a Dog Kennel
or Cat Cage: For a $100 donation, you can be a Pet Pal. For one
year, you will receive a plaque on a dog kennel or cat cage recognizing your gift. A perfect gift that keeps on giving all year.
Do A Donation Drive: Consider doing a donation drive, or ask for
donations instead of hostess gifts or holiday presents. SCRAPS
needs donations of food and supplies, see our Wish List SCRAPS
also desperately needs cash donations which help us buy food and supplies year round as our storage
space is very limited. Consider doing a Change Their Luck, With Just A Buck drive!
SCRAPS Wish List from SANTA includes donations to purchase Kongs to keep the dogs entertained
at the shelter, also donations of plastic cat litter boxes (13.5 x 10 inches, 3 inches deep available at
Wal Mart and Safeway)
Think Adoption First: We have puppies and kittens and great dogs and cats. And check out our cat
adoption special on page 6! We have gift certificates available!
Holiday Tips To Keep Your Pets Safe
Chocolate contains a chemical called Theobromine that can cause your pet to be sick in even small
doses.
Place holiday plants like poinsettias, holly and mistletoe out of pets reach. If they are ingested it can
cause stomach problems.
Ornaments and other holiday decorations that are left around the house can harm you pet if stepped
on or ingested. Pick up any items that have been left on the floor to prevent any problems.
Cats love tinsel and ribbons, but they can choke on them easily so be on constant watch in case they
swallow some.
Few would disagree that Christmas trees are one of the most beautiful decorations during the holidays. However, if you choose to have a live tree the water from the stand can make your pets sick.
Tree sap can be dangerous for your pet to drink when it is mixed with water. Watch over pets and
keep them away from the stand to prevent intake.

SCRAPS is a proud member of the Spokane Maddie’s Fund Coalition.
See our statistics on our website!

www.scrapshopefoundation.org
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN APO
The story doesn’t end there. The dog
catcher informed Jeff that if nobody
came for the other dogs at the shelter,
they would ALL be put to sleep. He
added that “there are more dogs that
want homes than homes that want dogs”.
Wow, what a strong statement. As expected, (CAUTION –to give ending
away) Jeff and Lassie save the day and
the lives of all the dogs. I know, you
were surprised at that ending.
I was watching a 1956 episode of “Lassie/
Jeff’s Collie” the other day called “The
Dog Catcher”. I’m sure (or at least hoping) most of you remember “Lassie”, the
world’s most famous dog. If you don’t
have a clue as to what I am talking about
you are missing out. “Lassie” was not only
the world’s most famous dog but saved the
world, every day.
In this particular episode “Lassie” gets
picked up by the dog catcher. Yep, the
scary, evil man (because they have always
been men) who caught dogs and took them
to the pound. I’m not sure what presented
the worse image then, the pound, the dog
catcher or the truck used to transport the
dogs. I’m sure you can imagine a man
running down the street, holding a net in
his hand, chasing after a stray dog. Of
course when Jeff went to the pound to bail
“Lassie” out, they had to pay a fine, one
dollar for a license and a one dollar penalty.

At lunch today a man came up to me and
asked if I was the scary dog catcher?
Yep, the scary dog catcher. I couldn’t
believe what I heard. That would be like
calling a flight attendant a stewardess or
identifying all nurses as women, or at
least in my mind. I politely respond that
I am an Animal Protection Officer, a
commissioned law enforcement officer
dedicated to not only protecting pets but
people. He laughed and said I bet the
people are harder to deal with. Boy, did
he get that right.
Just this week Officer Rapier informed
me that when she was out visiting at the
dog park a child, approximately 8 years
old walked up to her and asked if she
was there to take the dogs to the pound.
I looked at my uniform, that I am proud
to wear and thought heck, how can I
change this perception? How do we
evolve past the title of “dog catcher”?
The answer is I can’t, without your help.

What I can do is tell you this....we are
Animal Protection Officers dedicated to
not only saving the lives of animals but
making the lives they live better every
day. We believe in standing up and
speaking for those who cannot. Yes, we
wear a uniform as the dog catcher did.
We work at a shelter, similar to the
pound, we drive a truck that hauls dogs
and we charge fees. These fees however
allow us to return pets home with a license, get them adopted, microchipped,
spayed, neutered and examined by a veterinarian. The last thing we want to do is
bring a pet to the shelter as we want to
see them reunited with their family. If
that can’t happen the shelter is the next
best thing. The shelter is a place of security. It provides protection, warmth,
food, water, and medical attention when
needed. Also important is it gives you
the opportunity to come find you lost
family member.
So I am asking for your help. Next time
you see a “dog catcher”, thank them for
what they do. Tell your children that we
are here to protect the animals and help
get them back home. I have five children, all of which have four legs. As I
look at them right now, all huddled
around the fireplace, I can only pray that
if one gets out and is lost, that an Animal
Protection Officer picks them up.

News You Can Use From Opie
Hi there, I’m Opie and I’m in the Holiday Spirit! I’ve been busy working at SCRAPS, and I finally got my own office! If you have time, I hope you can stop by and see me, and check out our
Holiday Cheer all around the shelter! I also want to remind you to monitor your pets and make
sure they are staying warm enough. If your pets are outside, make sure their water is not frozen
and that they have a place they can go to get out of the snow, wind and rain. Brrrrr….it gets pretty cold here in winter.
I want to wish everyone a Happy Holiday and a fantastic New Year! I will be on duty next year
to welcome new volunteers and help the dog trainers. They need me and I love to be needed!
Hope to see you soon.
If you would like more information on all the great things going on here at SCRAPS, visit us at
www.spokanecounty.org/SCRAPS, or visit us on Facebook!
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From Your Volunteer Coordinator
local elementary schools and did 8
educational programs on safety
around pets, proper care of pets, and
what it takes to pursue a career in
animal welfare. We see a need for
compassionate caring education and
we plan on doing more of these visits
next year.

As 2011 draws to a close, it is heartening to look back at the amazing
accomplishments of SCRAPS volunteers. I am thrilled to see how staff
and volunteers work so well together
to make animals’ lives better and to
find them great homes.
Our outreach volunteers logged in an
amazing 47 adoption outreach events
in 2011, collecting over $1750 in
donations and adopting out 25 cats
and 17 dogs!
That doesn’t include the informational and educational outreach that also
took place in 2011. SCRAPS visited

At SCRAPS we also encourage
younger people who do not meet our
age requirement of 16 to organize
donation drives or make gift baskets
to go home with newly adopted pets.
This has proved very successful and
it’s important to us not to leave out
any animal lovers who want to help.
Outreach is only one of the many
volunteer opportunities for people
like you who care so much about the
animals. We have volunteers who
come to the shelter to socialize the
cats and dogs and help them get over
the fear and confusion many of them
feel being in a strange environment.
There volunteers who work at home,
contacting new adopters, occasionally finding out about a fixable behavior that might cause an animal to be
returned to the shelter, and offering

sound solutions to solve the problem
so it doesn’t come to that. By far,
most of the adopters we contact are
impressed with our service and delighted to hear from us, and their new
pets are bringing them much joy. We
love to hear that!
If you have considered volunteering
to help the animals but haven’t made
the commitment yet, you might want
to come to an Intro to SCRAPS meeting and find out more about volunteering opportunities at SCRAPS as
well as other animal welfare organizations in our area. The first Intro to
SCRAPS meeting of the new year
will be held at the shelter from 10:00
to 11:00 on Saturday, January 14,
2012. I would love to meet you!
Enjoy the season, love your pets, and
thank you for supporting SCRAPS!!
For information on becoming a
SCRAPS volunteer, check our website, www.spokanecounty.org/scraps,
or email me, Francine Moniz, at
fmoniz@spokanecounty.org.

Volunteer Spotlight: Cathy Harris
Cathy Harris is definitely an animal lover! She spends hours several days a week here at SCRAPS
socializing cats and talking to visitors as they come in to find the perfect feline friend. Cathy knows
each cat and is an amazing match maker. She also aids in the transport of animals to rescues all over
Washington. Until cat owners can make a serious dent in the homeless cat population by spaying and
neutering their cats, transporting cats to rescue groups is a real life saver.
A few months ago, Cathy became our first Cat Wrangler. Many of you know that we have a permanent cat cage at Spokane Valley
Petco where we house a cat until it is adopted, then bring up another cat. Cathy helps by stopping in once a week at Petco to socialize
the cat and clean the cat’s cage. She also takes cats to the store when we receive the call that our cat has been adopted.
We love dedicated volunteers like Cathy here at SCRAPS. She does so much to make the animals’ lives better while they are here and
she is a terrific spokesman for the animals, spending the time with visitors to help them choose the right cat for them.

www.scrapshopefoundation.org
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Volume 4, Issue 4

Page 5

Max Wants to Thank You!
At SCRAPS, we often pick up or receive
animals that desperately need medical
treatment. Ten years ago we were only
able to provide the very basic level of care.
Thanks to our donors, we are now able to
do so much more. We want to share just
one of those stories with you so that you
understand how vital this program is.

Max went home with our officer who had
rescued him and spent several days recuperating. When Max went in for his surgery it became clear that amputation of the
right leg was necessary. Again, after surgery Max went home with Officer Brown.

In September we had a call about an injured Australian Shepherd. When we
picked the dog up it was apparent that it
had been hit by a car and was in pain. We
rushed him to the veterinarian whose initial
exam showed that he had a fractured right
elbow and a collapsed lung. Surgery on
the elbow couldn’t happen until his lungs
healed.

In order to have the best shot of recuperating Max was transferred to a rescue group
who fostered him and found his forever
home. Without SCRAPS animal medical
fund, Max may not have had a happy ending.
He is now in his forever home and running
around on three legs like that is how it
was meant to be. So thank you to all of
you who donated to our medical fund in
2011!

Ace: A Foster Success!
Ace is a Jack Russell that came to
me at 46.6 pounds on July 22nd
2011. He had no energy and could
barely make it up and down the 4
steps to the back yard. He could
make it to the end of the block then I
would have to carry him home. He

loves belly rubs but once he was on his
back, he was like a stuck turtle, unable to
roll himself back over, someone had to
help him get back on to his tummy. I
could see the sparkle in his eyes that told
me there was a loving little boy in this
very large body that just wanted to come
out to play!! We just had to help him find
himself again. I could tell he was a table
scrap fed dog as he was always in the
kitchen “Asking” for droppings! Always
asking for food from anyone sitting at the

table. He started losing weight immediately! In the 5 months Ace has been at
our house he has lost 21.8 pounds. I
measure him in 2 places and those two
places combined he has lost 21” Its
amazing how Ace now Loves to play
fetch without puttering out after 2
times! He is able to get the wonderful
belly rubs he loves and then flip back
over to his tummy. He has so much
more energy and Loves to go for walks!
I am so proud of how far he has come!

SCRAPS Hope Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization whose mission is to support the mission of
Spokane County Regional Animal Protection Service. Our federal tax identification number is 26-4118735.
Spokane County Regional Animal Protection Service (SCRAPS) is a progressive municipal animal care and
protection agency based out of Washington State. SCRAPS serves the unincorporated areas of Spokane
County, the Cities of Spokane Valley, Liberty Lake, Millwood, and Cheney. SCRAPS meets the animal
control, protection, and care needs of residents and the community. SCRAPS has deputized animal protection officers extensively trained to enforce animal laws and respond to emergency situations.

www.scrapshopefoundation.org

509.477.2760

2521 North Flora Road, Spokane Valley, WA 99216
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Our holiday gift to you: Throughout December SCRAPS is
waiving adoption fees on cats 6 months and older! You can
adopt a cat for just the price of a license $15!
I want to help the animals!
I would like to sponsor a [ ] dog kennel or [ ] cat cage for
one year for $100. Please include your message you
would like on the kennel:
_____________________________________________
______________________________________________

I would like to make a direct tax deductible gift to
The animals:

[ ] $10 [ ] $25
[ ] One Time

[ ] $50 [ ] $100
[ ] Monthly

[ ] $250

[ ] Other

PAYMENT TYPE: [ ] Check Enclosed
[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard [ ] Discover Number: _________________________Expiration Date: _______ 3 Digit Code: ______
Signature: ___________________________________ Name: _____________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________ City: _________________ State: ________ Zip: ___________
I would like information on:
[ ] Volunteering [ ] Animal Medical Fund [ ] Special Events [ ] Sponsorship
[ ] Memorials/Gifts

[ ] Kennel Fund

[ ] Payroll Deductions/Employer Matching Gifts

MAIL TO: 2521 N. Flora Road Spokane Valley, WA 99216 OR go to www.scrapshopefoundation.org
DON’T FORGET YOU CAN ALSO DONATE ON-LINE BY GOING TO OUR WEBSITE!
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How To Prepare for Fire Disasters
workers were bombarded with calls from
worried pet owners looking to be reunited
with their pets.

Having a fire safety plan is vital. Having one that includes your pet can
mean the difference between life and
death for the four-legged members of
the family. In the panic that ensues in
a fire emergency, pets are often left
behind to fend for themselves. Read
on to learn how to create a fire plan
that includes your pet and what you
need to have in your home to keep
them safe in the event of an emergency. Having a fire safety plan is vital.
Having one that includes your pet can
mean the difference between life and
death for the four-legged members of
the family. In the panic that ensues in
a fire emergency pets are often left
behind to fend for themselves.
Residents fleeing the recent wildfires
that devoured many homes in California did just that. As a result, rescue

Pet owners won't have to make the heartwrenching decision to leave behind a beloved pet thanks to a new law that came
in the wake of Hurricane Katrina called
the Pets Evacuation and Transportation
Standards Act (PETS Act). Under the law,
emergency preparedness authorities have
to include household pets and service
animals in their plans.
Home fire drills should always include
pets and be as realistic as possible. The
pet owners should mimic the confusion
and excitement of a real fire emergency.
Like children, pets will easily become
confused during a fire. Owners can help
prevent this by teaching their pets simple
commands and directions. Leashes should
always be kept in the same place so they
can quickly be located during the rush to
evacuate a burning home.
Pet owners should also have carriers on
hand. Some shelters do not allow pets
without them. An animal emergency kit
should also be compiled and include a bag
of food, bottled water and a portable crate
for small pets and a leash for large dogs.
A cat owner's emergency kit should include a litter box and litter.

Placing stickers to alert firefighters
that pets are in a home will help save
their lives as well. Firefighters have
the obligation of protecting people
and property first, and they will save
pets if possible.
Once the pets are removed from a
burning building, they will most likely be suffering from smoke inhalation. Oxygen masks for humans will
not fit furry friends, so even when
they are saved from a fire, they sometimes succumb to smoke inhalation.
But pets that are rescued from house
fires can now have a chance at life
with a mask specially made to fit
over a dog or cat's face. Since their
debut in 2006, many fire trucks are
now equipped with these animal oxygen recovery masks. They come in a
variety of sizes to fit all sizes. If you
are interested we can help you donate
one to your local fire department.
Every fire safety plan should be tailored to the layout of each home, and
the size and number of pets in the
home. Practicing an escape route and
evacuation plan can help pet owners
prepare for the unthinkable.

Kay Riveria, a long time SCRAPS friend and volunteer passed away in early 2011. Kay had a lifelong love of animals especially
dogs and it showed in everything that she did. We could always count on Kay to help us – particularly with small breed older dogs.
All we would have to do is call and Kay would rush over to meet her new project. Kay’s specialty was taking older dogs that needed
some medical attention, a bit of behavior modification or simply a little TLC. She would take these dogs into her home – caring for
them until they were adoption ready. Then, when the time was right, Kay would find them a new “forever” home.
Kay use to call me on the phone to chat or stop by for a quick visit – sometimes to talk about a special animal but other times to talk
about more serious topics such as legislation that might benefit the animals. Kay had a sharp wit and an inquiring mind – always
thinking about the next step to improve animal care and ownership in our community.
My secretary, Mary Reynolds-Paullin, also had a special friendship with Kay and looked forward to her calls and visits. Mary recalled “I particularly enjoyed Kay’s visits to the office when she came to share with me the progress of her latest rescue dog. She
always thanked us for giving her the opportunity to help”. Mary and I think of Kay often and will always remember her friendship
and her support of SCRAPS.
In Kay’s passing, she made a final contribution to SCRAPS and to the animals she loved. Kay bequeathed a portion of her estate to
SCRAPS to help us continue the work that she found so very important…Kay you are missed, you are loved and we thank you!

SCRAPS Hope Foundation
2521 N. Flora Road
Spokane Valley, WA 99216
Return Service Requested
SCRAPS:
PHONE:
(509) 477-2532
FAX: (509) 477-4745
HOURS: Monday—
Saturday
12:00-5:30 p.m.
Closed Sundays &
Holidays

SCRAPS HOPE FOUNDATION
MISSION:
To support the mission of the Spokane County
Regional Animal Protection Service.
Building a more humane community, protecting
public safety and ensuring animal welfare through
compassionate, responsive, professional
enforcement of laws and public policy.

Please visit us on the web at:
www.scrapshopefoundation.org
www.spokanecounty.org/scraps
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