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“I’m in favor of
animal rights as
well as human
rights. That is the
way of a whole
human being.”

Protecting People. Protecting Pets. Saving Lives.
PHONE:
FAX:

MISSION STATEMENT:

Building a more humane community,
protecting public safety and ensuring

Abraham Lincoln

animal welfare through compassionate,
responsive, professional enforcement
of laws and public policy.
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www.spokanecounty.org/animal
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Tough Times

HOURS:

Wed & Sun:
Closed

2521 N. Flora Road, Spokane Valley, WA 99216

SCRAPS TAIL WAGGIN’ TIMES

PHONE: (509) 477-2532

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat:
Noon-5:30 p.m.

●

The economy is hurting all of
us, including SCRAPS, but
most of all it is hurting the pets
in our community.
Just last week, a man came into
SCRAPS and sadly relinquished his pets, three dogs and
four cats because he had lost his
house to foreclosure and felt he
had no options. “It is truly
heartbreaking for both the pets
and the families that face this
type of decision,” said Jackie
Bell, SCRAPS Development
Coordinator.
SCRAPS is seeing this type of
occurrence happen more and
more often. As the economy
has taken a direct hit, most shelters are reporting not only a
spike in what they call "owner
surrenders," pets given up by
the owners (often because of
finances), but also in pets being
abandoned in buildings their
owners are vacating, or let
loose on the streets or in the
country.
"We've seen where people have
abandoned dogs in the house,
we've seen dogs that have been
surviving for weeks on toilet

water, we've seen dogs that have
either been chained up outside or
left in the yard when the people
have left, we've seen cats who
are just set free," Animal Protection Officer Montano said.

There are some ways to prevent
this horrible choice from happening. Cut back on extras for
your pets. Perhaps your pets
don’t need the expensive toys
from the pet store, considering
going to thrift stores for stuffed
animals and other potential toys.
Many shelters, including
SCRAPS can offer some assistance with food to help you get
by temporarily.
Veterinarian bills are prone to
stack up over the years and fast
if you have a cat or dog that
roams freely outside. Keep your
pets safe by keeping them on a
leash while walking outside so
they are less prone to accidents.
You can also consult your veterinarian and tell them that you are
on a low budget, that way if your
pet needs medication, they can
prescribe a medication that will
work for your pet that also costs
less. In the same sense that
many humans have health insur-

ance that covers part of medical
bills should they become ill,
there are many companies that
insure pets as well. It is beneficial to look into pet health insurance to minimize costs in cases
of unexpected illness or injury,
or especially if you have an older
pet, or a pet with a reoccurring
medical condition.
These are just starting points, of
course. You can also cut pet
costs by buying less expensive
pet food and other supplies. In
the economy we are living in
now, it is important to cut back
when we can and to also ensure
that our families, pets included,
are getting what they need.
Don’t forget to encourage others
interested in adding a pet to their
family to first consider their finances and then if they are going
to get a new pet encourage adoption as their choice. With so
many pets entering the shelters,
every adoption is extremely important.
In addition, SCRAPS accepts
donated food and dog houses to
help those in need. On a limited
temporary basis most of the Spokane shelters will provide pet
food to those in dire need if the
shelter has enough food. Spokanimal, Spokane Humane Society and Pet Savers all offer low
cost spay/neuter options and
vaccinations. SCRAPS and Spokanimal (for city of Spokane
residents) have spay/neuter
voucher programs.
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Great Partners Find Benny A Home
From The Director

Nancy Hill,
SCRAPS
Director
since 1995

This winter will go down as one for
the record books. December shattered
the previous record of snowfall in a
single month and the winter of 20082009 shows no signs of letting up.
Over the holidays SCRAPS staff
worked hard at the shelter. Everyday
we were greeted by fresh snow and
with shovel in hand we dug out sidewalks and paths so that we could go
about the business of the day. The
dogs were curious as they went to
their outside runs – trying not to skid
on the ice and I am sure amazed by the
piles of snow. The cats were content
to look out the window of the cat room
and I imagine glad that they were inside. Our staff is dedicated to keeping
both the animals and the public safe
and happy – a challenge in these winter months.
Animal protection officers are responding to a record number of calls
to check on the conditions of animals
this winter. Too many animals are
being left outside without proper shelter, food and water. It is critical in the
cold winter months that animals stay
hydrated. This means heated water

bowls for dog and cats that go outside.
Horses and other livestock need a stock
heater to make sure they have plenty of
fresh unfrozen water. Animals also need
shelter – an insulated dog house, a barn, or
other structure that will keep them warm
On
2008,Animals should be
and
outJuly
of the19,
weather.
brought
inside
when
and incorpothe world andpossible
I
rated into family life. SCRAPS always
lost Duane
Olm,
recommends
keeping
on eye on both the
temperature
and theand
wind chill to make
hardworking
sure animals stay safe.

faithful, a man with

As working
part of our winter
preparation SCRAPS
hands
has an ongoing dog house drive. We are
and
a heart
of used or new dog
always
looking
for gently
houses to gold.
have on hand for those that are
less fortunate and cannot afford an appropriate shelter for their pets. If you have a
spare dog house to donate you may drop it
by SCRAPS anytime during our regular
business hours.
We thank you for your support in 2008 and
look forward to a wonderful 2009. Your
donations, volunteer efforts and concern
for the animals in our community are helpful. Working together I know that we can
make a difference for both people and their
pets!

When Benny first came into
SCRAPS as a stray, shelter staff
members were horrified to see the
English Springer Spaniel in distress. Benny was missing almost all
the hair on one ear, and the skin was
scratched raw and bloody. His ear
was badly infected, and he clawed
at it to get relief. It was sad to hear
him cry as he frantically rubbed his
ear. It didn't help Benny's adoption
chances that he had an itchy rash all
over his underside and he appeared to
be deaf.

SCRAPS works with rescue organizations like the local English Springer
Rescue America, and Benny was
definitely a good candidate for rescue. He needed medical attention
before he was ready for an adoption. In rescue's care, Benny's ears
and skin were treated for infection. As the infection cleared up,
Benny's hearing returned! Benny
loved the dogs, cats, and kids at the
foster home, and once he was
healthy, we knew he'd make a terrific
companion.

Benny was adopted by Kim and Dan
Waite and joined their Springer
named Ben. Benny now loves going
camping with his new family. He's
got a great life.
Rescue groups like English Springer
Rescue America are grateful to partner with the fantastic team at
SCRAPS.

YES! I want to help the animals!

 I would like to sponsor a dog kennel or cat cage for one year $100
Please include your message you would like on the kennel

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
I would like to make a direct gift to the animals:

 $10

 $25
 One Time

 $50

 $100

 $250

Other

 Monthly

PAYMENT TYPE: [ ] Check Enclosed
[ ] Credit Card: [ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard [ ] Discover Number: _________________________Expiration Date: _______
Signature: ___________________________________ Name: _____________________________________________

MISSION STATEMENT:
Building a more humane
community, protecting
public safety and ensuring
animal welfare through
compassionate, responsive,
professional enforcement
of laws and public policy.

About Spokane County Regional Animal Protection Service:

Phone: _____________________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________________

Spokane County Regional Animal Protection Service (SCRAPS) is a progressive municipal
animal care and protection agency based out of Washington state. Serving the unincorporated areas of Spokane County, the City of Spokane Valley, the City of Liberty Lake, the
Town of Millwood, the City of Cheney, and Fairchild Air Force Base, SCRAPS meets the animal control, protection, and care needs of residents and the community. SCRAPS has deputized animal protection officers extensively trained to enforce animal laws and respond to
emergency situations. SCRAPS is also active in educational and community outreach programs. SCRAPS is also dedicated to its continued investment in innovative behavioral programs.

Address: ____________________________________ City: _________________ State: ________ Zip: ___________

I would like information on:
[ ] Volunteering [ ] Animal Medical Fund
[ ] Memorials/Gift Memberships

[ ] Special Events

[ ] Sponsorship

[ ]Kennel Fund

[ ] Payroll Deductions/Employer Matching Gifts

MAIL TO: 2521 N. Flora Road Spokane Valley WA 99216 OR go to www.spokanecounty.org/animal
DON’T FORGET YOU CAN ALSO DONATE ON-LINE BY GOING TO OUR WEBSITE!

www.spokanecounty.org/animal

●

509.477.2532

●

Spokane County Regional Animal Protection Service
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Meet Your
Animal Protection Officers
Editors Note: This column is
usually written by one of our Animal Protection Officers. However, this article was written to
honor all of the Animal Protection
Officers who have such a challenging job.
We all owe a big thank you to the
officers who diligently fought the
winter conditions to make sure
that pets in Spokane stayed safe.
The huge amount of snow had all
of us in Spokane digging out.
SCRAPS not only had to dig out
at the shelter, but the animal protection officers faced many challenges as well. While many of us
were warm at home, SCRAPS
officers were out in the field,
fighting snowy, nearly impassable
roads, and in one case, snowshoeing into a residence to check on
the condition of animals.
SCRAPS officers also spent extra
time trying to educate people on

the importance of proper care and
treatment of pets during this
weather. Responding to several
calls to check on the conditions of
animals, the officers found that
many people believed snow was
sufficient for their livestock or
pets for drinking. The truth is
that eating snow requires a tremendous amount of energy, and
body heat to melt the snow in the
first place, and the amount of water is several times less than the
amount of snow was originally. A
bucket of snow will melt down to
a very tiny amount of water.
Snowy weather and winter conditions only make a challenging job
more difficult. There are plenty
of every day challenges these officers face. The area served by
these officers is 1,700 square
miles. They encounter not only
dangerous animals but very difficult people.
They also must deal with very
emotional issues such as finding

animals suffering some of the
greatest cruelty and neglect you
can imagine. They deal every day
with issues such as euthanasia and
abandonment.
And while a person can thank a
doctor or police officer for saving
their life, saving an animal is a
job that goes without the sentimental praise.
"But that's exactly why I do it,
because the animals don't have a
voice themselves," Animal Protection Officer Nicole Montano
said.
"And even though they can't talk,
you look into their eyes and they
know that you have saved them. I
can't really explain it, but they
just know."
I, for one, would like to thank
each and every one of these officers for doing their jobs, protecting people, protecting pets and
saving lives.

Urgent Need for Large Animal Foster Homes
Currently there
are no options
for rescuing
large animals
such as horses
or other livestock in Spokane County. SCRAPS is looking
for individuals who might be willing
to be a rescue resource.

For example, recently a woman
came to SCRAPS because her property was in foreclosure and she did
not have a home for her horse.
“SCRAPS currently must scramble
each and every time there is a need
for a rescue of a large animal,” Animal Protection Officer Montano
stated. “Even during the Valley fire
we had very limited means to place
large animals on an extended basis,”

she explained.
SCRAPS is beginning to take
names of people who might be
interested in participating in a
rescue organization. If you are
interested and can help these great
creatures, please contact Officer
Nicole Montano at SCRAPS 4772761.
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Garage Kitty Makes A Friend
Many of you are aware that SCRAPS has a resident cat by the name of Garage Kitty. Garage Kitty runs the show back in the kennel. He lounges on the couch and watches the
dogs as they walk by. He is an excellent judge of character and helps the volunteers determine if a certain dog might be willing to share his or her new home with a feline friend.
One day Garage Kitty even helped Cindy Taskila our Kennel Maintenance Officer by
calming down a very nervous new cat. When the cat first came in to the shelter, it was too
scared to even be handled. Cindy placed the cat carrier with the scared cat next to Garage Kitty who was, as usual, lording over his shelter. They actually touched noses in a greeting that looked like it meant “You’re in good hands!” Some
time spent next to Garage Kitty helped the newest temporary resident of SCRAPS settle in and begin her journey looking
for a new home. Thanks Garage Kitty!

Valentine’s Gifts & Chocolate Festival
Do you need a Valentine’s present for
the special woman in your life
(significant other, mom, daughter, best
friend)?
SCRAPS and the Spokane Humane
Society are working together to give
that special woman in your life a wonderful gift! On Saturday, February 21 st
many women will be “Feline Groovy”
as they participate in the first of its
kind fundraiser for homeless animals.
This will be a full day event and starts
with a wonderful brunch at Old European. Next will be mini spa treatments
at Brickhouse. After a relaxing spa
treatment they will be treated to high
tea at Brambleberry on the South Hill.
Then onto some shopping and chocolate tasting in the Old Flour Mill. The
day will end with appetizers and drinks
sponsored by the Northwest Woman’s
magazine. All of this for only $125 for
the entire day!
This would make a great Valentine’s
present to that special woman in your
life or a great way to spend the day
with good friends. Tickets are avail-

www.spokanecounty.org/animal

●

serving wine and beer at the event for
the adults.

able at SCRAPS and the Spokane Humane Society. Thank you to all the
participating businesses!

Save the Date

The Reigning Cats and Dogs Chocolate
Festival and Auction will be held on
April 17th this year. “After having
nearly seven inches of snow fall on the
night of the auction, we thought we
would try to move the date further into
the spring, although as we have all seen
this year, you never know how much
snow we will get!” said Jackie Bell,
SCRAPS Development Coordinator.
This year will see some small but
great changes to the event. The event
remains family friendly but we will be
509.477.2532

●

In 2008, this event raised $18,000
for the animals! This was a great success and allowed SCRAPS to continue
the programs which are not a part of
the operating budget including the Animal Medical Fund and the Behavior
program. Both of those programs are
extremely important to SCRAPS and
the animals they care for.
“Without the medical fund, we
would have been faced with many difficult decisions over the past year,”
said Nancy Hill, SCRAPS Director.
“The medical fund allowed us to care
for animals that were shot at, caught in
traps, hit by cars and much more,” she
continued.
The behavior program provides free
dog training and free behavior consultations. This program is vitally important to keep pets in their homes and
prevent them from coming into the
shelter.
We hope to see you there!

Spokane County Regional Animal Protection Service
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SCRAPS
volunteers
giving a
puppy a bath

recruit and maintain a base
of volunteers for just that
purpose. For example,
SCRAPS behavior program
includes SAFER™ assessing every dog before being
placed for adoption.
SCRAPS received 2,649
dogs in 2008. All of these
dogs had to be behaviorally
assessed. In 2008 SCRAPS
received 3,178 cats. Each
of these cats is given the
Feline-ality™ evaluation.
Every cat is evaluated by
volunteers at SCRAPS. The
SCRAPS dog trainers train
volunteers to assess dogs.

SCRAPS has 243 active
volunteers. While that number may sound like we have
enough volunteers to keep
the shelter’s special programs running smoothly, it
is a constant struggle to

All of SCRAPS offsite
adoptions are performed by
volunteers. These volunteers come to SCRAPS and
select dogs and cats they
think they can adopt. They
then transport them to

In this newsletter we have
chosen to recognize all our
volunteers instead of focusing on one. The success of
all SCRAPS’ programs depends on volunteers therefore we are recognizing all
who have come to give
their valuable time to help
the animals. Thank you one
and all for your generosity.

Here are a few specialty items
that SCRAPS needs:
Radio/CD player
Shed to store our extra food
(Did you know that all the

Kiki The Long
Island Cat

Kiki is a beautiful calico cat who really needed a
home. Who knew that home would be all the way
across the country in Long Island, New York!
Aimee Bockman saw the picture of Kiki and fell in
love with her. She called SCRAPS to see how she
might go about adopting Kiki. SCRAPS worked
out the details and an employee took Kiki into her
home while she recovered from a cold. As soon as
she was healthy the employee drove Kiki to the

Scraps is a
part of
Patricia
Simonet’s
family

food at SCRAPS is donated?)
Airline pet crates for transport
Gas cards for transport (Did
you know volunteers transported over 1,775 animals in
2008!)
Donations to support our Animal Medical Fund & Behavior Program

5

airport where a ticket was waiting for her.
It was not just a ticket for a plane ride but a ticket
to a new life with a beloved parent. Aimee is
thrilled with the newest addition to her home.
Many thanks go to Donna who put in the extra
time and effort to save Kiki!
This wasn’t the only out of state adoption we did in
2008! A woman flew to Spokane from Georgia to
adopt a cat she saw on-line! Petfinder is a wonderful way to save lives. Thanks goes to staff and volunteers who take the time to place these animals’
pictures on-line.

Let’s Ask Scraps!
By Patricia Simonet, SCRAPS Applied Animal Behaviorist

Cats are not as solitary as we think. Some cats are
downright social and seek interactions with their humans.

around with their paws. Crushed paper balls are fun
too! They can be shredded and are easy to carry.
Chase – Mad dashes through the house are great fun
for cats and people. Cats love to expend energy rapidly (though not over an extended period of time).
Pretend to chase your kitty, maybe actually chase then
turn around and run the other way. Watch, him go!

To give your cat the most enjoyment, you have to put
yourself in his mittens. Here are a few pointers your cat
will be glad you've learned:
Don't let your cat win or lose all the time.

SCRAPS Wish List
For our basic wish list you can
go to our website at
www.spokanecounty.org/
animal

At the end of a very long day, Kennel Maintenance
Assistant Donna Versteeg decided she really
wanted to put just one more picture of an adoptable
cat on Petfinder. Her dedication paid off.

places like PetSmart and set
up a mini adoption area.
SCRAPS has one big fundraiser each year, the Chocolate Festival & Auction.
This event is not possible
without volunteers taking
care of all aspects of this
extravaganza. The Chocolate Festival is April 17th
this year.
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Another Happy Tail: Kiki’s Story

Inspiring Volunteers
SCRAPS is a
busy place.
Animals are
adopted, lost
pets are reunited with
owners, pets
are evaluated
and trained,
and the office
is busy fielding
calls for our
officers to
check on the
condition of
animals. All of
this is not possible without volunteers.
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Hide-and-seek – Many cats love to inspect paper bags.
If you're not up to playing at the moment, this will be
fun for him all by itself. And if you're in the mood for
some fun yourself, this game is instantly expandable
into a game of hide-and-seek. "

Don't force your cat to play with you. If it looks like
fun, he or she will come around.
Not every cat responds to every game. So if one
game isn't hitting the spot for him, move on to something else.
Play time is for the two of you to enjoy and to give your
cat a good little workout. There's no need to use it to
control, teach, or train your cat. After all, if it isn't fun,
your cat won't play.
How to Amuse a Bored Cat:
Fetch – Cats love to chase moving objects, and even
bring them back! Rubber balls are good for batting
www.spokanecounty.org/animal
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Spokane County Regional Animal Protection Service

