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Meeting Minutes
July 10, 2020
DRAFT

The Spokane County Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters Disability Board met via teleconference on Friday, July 10, 2020 for a posted special meeting.
Board Members Present:  Chair Jim Finke, Neil Halverson, George Orr, and Teresa Overhauser
Josh Kerns excused absent
Staff Present:	Jamie Burchett, Secretary for LEOFF 1 Board, Jessica Pilgrim, Board Legal representative and Kristine Redmond, Board Consultant was also on call
10:18 a.m. called to order 
1) Claim 20SVFD-02 – Accidental dental injury claim for $15,169.  The section dealing with accidental injury that was used as a reference for this claim is RCW 41.26.030 (20) H.  George Orr commented that treatment occurred within the 90 days from the date of injury which met the requirement in that section.  He asked if the claim had already been paid and Angela Golden stated it had not been paid yet as she was waiting for Board direction.  George motioned to pay claim 20SVFD-02 in the amount of $15,169.  Neil Halverson seconded the vote; Vote taken with all in favor.  Motion passed.

2) Claim 20-05SCSO – Request for oxygen payment in the amount of $2,754; Per discussion timing is biggest issue in terms of when claim presented to the Board but there were extenuating circumstances in the delay by the insurance and Medicare in processing it in a timely manner. Teresa Overhauser stated that it should have been paid by medicare had it been filed properly by the billing agency.  George Orr motioned to pay claim 20-05SCSO in the amount of $2,754.  Neil Halverson seconded the motion.  Vote taken and 3 votes in favor and one no vote.  Motion passed.  Discussion after the vote by George Orr was that it might be good to provide information to agencies to share with members on how to properly handle these types of claims with Medicare.  I responded with I could at least assist this individual for future claims. George Orr would like a communication sent out for members to clarify their responsibilities and timing to file claims; Jim Finke responded with we would follow up on setting up training with agency contacts as soon as we could have a meeting in person with them.  

3) Next agenda item was to review and adopt meeting minutes from June 5, 2020.  Neil Halverson motioned to accept minutes from June 5 regular meeting.  George Orr seconds the motion.  Vote taken and all in favor.  Motion passed.

4) [bookmark: _GoBack]Next item was discussion and possible adoption for revisions to the policy manual to address accidental dental claims.  Jim Finke felt that we did not quote the exact RCW since it is already provided for coverage in the event this occurs again.  Neil Halverson and George Orr agreed with that statement.  Jim Finke asked Jessica Pilgrim from a legal standpoint if should be in the manual and she stated no but could still cite it.  Kris Redmond said not necessary to quote since this is a case by case situation.  Teresa Halverson recommended just providing a cover with reference to the appropriate RCW’s to avoid missing any others.  Jim Finke said we would work on declarations for the next meeting.

5) Next agenda item was discussion on LEOFF 1 Board Doctor.  It was felt that since no active members under LEOFF 1, it was not necessary to have a Board Doctor.  Jessica Pilgrim said there is a reference in RCW 41.26.130-1A stating that a Board may submit members to go to doctor for examination.  Bottom line is that on a technicality it may not be required since they are not overseeing active disability claims now but it is still recommended.  Jessica Pilgrim was looking into any legal consequences if there continued to not be a doctor on the Board. Teresa Overhauser thought that maybe there could be an interlocal agency agreement for a doctor.  More discussions on this issue to follow at the next meeting.

6) Next agenda item was on discussion and possible adoption of hearing aid policy modifications.  George Orr thought maybe we hold off until we distributed out this policy.  Jamie Burchett was then asked to read the clean version into the minutes. 
HEARING AIDS DRAFT LANGUAGE – CLEAN VERSION:
An additional medical service to the medical services enumerated in RCW 41.26.030(20) shall be as follows: 
Provided, however, an employer shall not be liable for medical expenses, fees and/or charges for hearing aid(s) unless the claim is accompanied by written documentation from a licensed ear specialist (Otolaryngologist) as to the medical requirements of the hearing disorder.  Provided further, that all claims shall be approved by the LEOFF Board EXCEPT claims equal to or less than $4,000 for two aids, or $2,000 for one aid, which shall not require approval from the LEOFF Board.
George Orr motioned clean version be brought up for vote at next meeting; Neil Halverson seconded; Vote taken and all in favor.  

7) Next agenda item was in regards to retaining the phone in option as permanent option for members of the public.  It can be a motion and does not need to be published in policies.  Jim Finke motioned that the Board approves public to attend by phone moving forward and George Orr seconds the motion; Vote taken with all in favor.  Motion passed.

8) Final item on agenda was open discussion.  Clarification was requested to add the phone number and code into the agenda moving forward and to mail hard copies of materials for distribution at the meeting out to Board members along with email.  There was some discussion that RCW’s had been recently changed and that information would be sent out to the Board.
There was no further business to come before the LEOFF Board. Motion from George Orr to adjourn meeting with second by Neil Halverson.  Vote taken with all in favor.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:59 a.m..



