


Spokane County Law Enforcement Officers & Fire Fighters Board (LEOFF 1)
Meeting Minutes
June 5, 2020
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Spokane County Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters Disability Board met via teleconference on Friday, June 5, 2020 for a posted regular meeting.
Board Members Present:  Chair Jim Finke, Neil Halverson, George Orr, Josh Kerns and Teresa Overhauser
Staff Present:	Jamie Burchett, Secretary for LEOFF 1 Board, Jessica Pilgrim, Board Legal representative and Kristine Redmond, Board Consultant was also on call
Discussion prior to start of meeting began regarding having a closed session given that no private number was provided for those that called in from public.  George Orr recommended that it proceed without the closed session.
10:22 a.m. called to order for open session

1) Claim 20-04SCSO – Discussion opened regarding hearing aid claim.  George Orr recommended that plan limits be provided to retiree.  In past it was discussed that lowest bid would be taken but that with revised policy there is not a requirement for 3 bids.  If Costco meets needs of retiree then that works as long as they know will have to pay up front and receive reimbursement from agency.  George Orr motioned to allow retiree to make a claim for hearing aids from Costco and Neil Halverson seconds the motion.  Vote taken and all in favor.  Motion passed.

2) Claim 20SVFD-02 – Discussion opened regarding teeth injury claim.  Per research by George Orr, Medicare does not pay dental claims because there are no medical codes for dental procedures.  Josh Kerns asked if this claim was above the dental cap and Kristine Redmond said that Board can extend beyond the cap.  She also stated that a second opinion could be requested.  Jim Finke stated that could look at this claim under medical necessity.  Teresa Overhauser asked if doctor could provide medical necessity statement.  George Orr feels should move forward with processing and check on what other LEOFF Boards have in place for caps.  Teresa Overhauser was concerned that approving would set a precedent and should look at medical necessity.  Kristine Redmond says state LEOFF Board auditors would want to see substantiation to back up processing of claims.  George Orr agreed with Kristine Redmond that substantiation made sense and would like to request that retiree provide charts notes from oral surgeon to substantiate claim.  Jim Finke started motion of requesting a letter from the oral surgeon noting medical necessity and Kristine Redmond suggested that he include chart notes in the motion.  Jim Finke agreed with the recommendation from Kristine Redmond and noted to motion per Kristine’s recommendation.  Josh Kerns seconds the motion.  George had final discussion point that Valley Fire could also speak with Kristine Redmond on questions with what is being requested of retiree.  Vote taken and all in favor.  Motion passed.

3) Claim 20-03SCSO – claim for dental bill dating back to 11/18/2019.  George Orr motioned to pay the bill and then in further discussion with Kristine Redmond she recommended that more documentation be requested to substantiate the claim.  George Orr amended motion that retiree provide more documentation of medical necessity and to accept the bill as being within the 6 month time limit requirement.  Teresa Overhauser seconds motion.  Vote taken with Neil Halverson abstaining.  All other Board members voted aye.  Motion passed.

4) Next agenda item was to review and adopt meeting minutes from March 6, 2020.  George Orr motioned to accept minutes from March 6 regular meeting.  Neil Halverson seconds the motion.  Vote taken and all in favor.  Motion passed.

5) Next agenda item was to discuss moving the regularly scheduled meeting.  July 3 is a holiday for Spokane County so the facility would not be available. Discussion on moving to July 10 with all noting that could attend with exception of Josh Kerns having a conflict.  He noted to proceed with that date if it worked for the remainder of the group.  George Orr motioned to move regular scheduled meeting on July 3 to special meeting on July 10 at 10:15 a.m. in same location.  Vote taken and all in favor. Motion passed.

6) Open discussion session began with Jim Finke reading a thank you note from a widow of a retiree.  He also stated that Kristine Redmond would get back pay to January 2020 for any LEOFF board work completed in that time frame while her contract was being settled.  George Orr asked about what the City of Spokane does on their LEOFF board with dental claims above the caps.  Kristine Redmond noted that they make retiree responsible for those claims above the dollar caps.  Jim Finke reiterated that the claim today was different as it was not routine dental care but rather an accidental injury.  Individual citizen listening in on open meeting recommended keeping phone access for future meetings to make it easier for citizens that cannot attend in person.
There was no further business to come before the LEOFF Board. Motion from George Orr to adjourn meeting with second by Neil Halverson.  Vote taken with all in favor.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m..



