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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

An instream flow needs assessment of the Little Spokane River Basin (Water Resources Inventory
Area [WRIA] 55) was initiated in 2002 by the WRIA 55 and 57 Planning Unit as a component of
overall watershed planning efforts for the basin. Instream flow-related assessments and planning
have been ongoing for many years in the Little Spokane River Basin. An early basin-wide
assessment was completed by Ecology in 1975 resulting in a minimum instream flow rule for the
Little Spokane River and a seasonal closure to further appropriation of the tributaries to the river.
The basis of the regulatory instream flow levels were statistical flow data: details of the minimum
instream flows for the Little Spokane River Basin are found in Chapter 173-555 of the Washington
Administrative Code (WAC).

The key purpose of this Little Spokane River instream flow needs assessment is to re-evaluate the
existing minimum instream flows in the context of habitat needs for selected fish species (i.e.,
redband/rainbow trout and mountain whitefish). This assessment focuses on established Minimum
Instream Flow Control Points on the Little Spokane River, and locations on tributary streams (Otter,
Dragoon, and Deadman creeks). The assessment of the existing minimum instream flows was based
on the results of a Wetted Perimeter evaluation as well as a fish habitat evaluation using a single-
transect Physical Habitat Simulation (PHABSIM) analysis.

Both the Wetted Perimeter and the PHABSIM methods require the selection of study sites to collect
the necessary field data. Study site selection occurred under the guidance of the WRIA 55 Planning
Unit Instream Flow Workgroup and included input from representatives from the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), Ecology and Golder Associates. The decision-making
process also included a field visit to a number of potential study sites. Homogeneous reaches were
determined from a longitudinal profile of the stream and a site visit. Study sites were selected on the
basis of existing minimum instream flow control points, fish habitat, cost-per-site relative to the
chosen instream flow methodology, fish distribution and use, hydrology, existing data and site
accessibility.

Three study sites were located on the Little Spokane River at Pine River Park, at Chattaroy and at
Elk, while sites were also established on Otter, Dragoon and Deadman creeks. The selected sites
were visited to identify appropriate cross-section locations for wetted perimeter monitoring. One
cross section was selected in a representative riffle area of each study site. The precise location was
chosen to take advantage of the best locally available conditions for stage and discharge
measurements. Additional considerations for site selection included: flow confinement to one
channel; location relative to a confluence so that backwater effects were avoided; accessibility for
monitoring; and, bank stability. Transects were located in riffle habitat to better validate the wetted
perimeter approach.

Wetted Perimeter Analysis

As the discharge in a river increases, the amount of the streambed that is covered by water (i.e., the
wetted perimeter) also increases. The rationale behind the Wetted Perimeter method is that there is a
point where the rate of increase of wetted perimeter decreases as the discharge rate increases,
resulting in a distinct inflection point in the wetted perimeter versus discharge relationship. If such an
inflection point can be easily identified, the corresponding discharge is identified as a potential
minimum instream flow recommendation using this methodology.
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To develop this relationship, field data were collected to measure the bed profile and water surface
elevations at each transect for six different discharges to calculate the wetted perimeter. A stage-
discharge regression model was used to determine the wetted perimeter at unmeasured discharges.
The wetted perimeter versus discharge results were plotted and analysed to determine if an obvious
inflection point could be identified to define a potential minimum instream flow value. The Wetted
Perimeter method results, in cfs, are: Little Spokane River at Pine River Park — 160; Little Spokane
River at Chattaroy — 50; Little Spokane River at Elk — 32; Dragoon Creek — 40; Deadman Creek — 13;
and, Otter Creek — 13.

The application of the Wetted Perimeter method typically includes a degree of subjectivity in
selecting the inflection point in the plot of wetted perimeter versus discharge. The Little Spokane
River at Elk and Deadman Creek exhibited fairly noticeable inflection points (and several in some
cases) while the sites at Pine River Park, Chattaroy, and Dragoon Creek were much more subtle,
exhibiting steady changes in the slope rather than a distinct breakpoint. The Otter Creek site showed
a break in the slope; however, the pattern of changing slope then reversed itself. This artifact of the
transect location highlights the limitations of using a single transect per site. The clear breakpoint on
Otter Creek occurs over a range of flows associated with a small terrace on one bank that appears to
be higher than the typical base flows in the creek.

The Wetted Perimeter method provides a single instream flow number for application throughout the
year, and does not take into account the variability of natural stream hydrograph or the unique
biological needs of individual target species and life stages. The Wetted Perimeter flow values are
therefore evaluated using the results of the fish habitat analysis to determine if the Wetted Perimeter
recommendation provided suitable habitat protection and to determine whether there is justification
for use of the wetted perimeter method in less intensive future instream flow studies.

PHABSIM Habitat Flow Relationships

Habitat versus flow relationships were developed to evaluate the biological relevance of the existing
minimum instream flows as well as an independent check of recommendations based on the Wetted
Perimeter method. To develop a habitat versus flow relationship for the six transects selected for the
Wetted Perimeter analysis, the depth and velocity distributions across each transect as well as habitat
suitability criteria for depth, velocity, and substrate for the key management species are used.

A PHABSIM approach was used to develop the habitat versus discharge relationship. Within
PHABSIM modeling, habitat is typically defined in terms of depth, velocity, substrate and cover.
During each of the six field visits, a depth and velocity profile was measured across each transect.
These field data were then entered into the PHABSIM model. The measured data were used to
calibrate the model. The model then produces simulated distributions of depths and velocities at
unmeasured discharges across each transect.

Each simulated discharge is evaluated to determine the amount of suitable habitat available across the
transect based on habitat suitability criteria. Habitat suitability criteria identify ranges of suitable
depths, velocities and substrate/cover for each species and life stage of interest. The Washington
State-wide suitability criteria were used for rainbow trout while suitability criteria developed at expert
workshops in Alberta were used for mountain whitefish. Because only a single transect was
evaluated at each site for this study, the result of the habitat modeling is a weighted useable width
curve, which defines the habitat versus discharge relationship across each transect at each site. The
habitat at any discharge can be compared to the maximum available habitat and can be defined as a
proportion of the maximum available habitat. The weighted useable width curves were used to define
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the amount of habitat available for each life stage of interest at the existing minimum flows, as well as
the flows recommended by the wetted perimeter analysis.

It is commonly, though erroneously, perceived that more flow is always better. There are specific
flow ranges that are more suitable for various life stages of individual species, and no single flow can
achieve a perfect balance amongst species and life stages. From the WUW results for the Little
Spokane River, low flows are beneficial for rainbow spawning, and mountain whitefish and rainbow
trout fry life stages. Higher flows are better for juvenile and adult life stages. Very high flows can
have negative effects on the fish community by destroying redds and flushing small/young fish out of
refuge habitat.

Evaluation of Existing Minimum Instream Flows

The existing minimum instream flows on the Little Spokane River provide a variable flow regime that
reflects the seasonal availability of water in the region. This is a desired feature of an instream flow
rule and it is recommended that any adjustments to the current minimum instream flow values should
retain this seasonal variability. In general, based on the evaluation of the weighted useable width
curves for each life stage of rainbow trout and mountain whitefish, the current minimum instream
flows for the three sites on the Little Spokane River provide relatively good habitat protection for
most of the year.

Mainstem Instream Flow Compliance Points

The PHABSIM analysis indicates increasing the regulatory minimum instream flow at the Pine River
Park site on the Little Spokane River from the existing 115 cfs to the 160 cfs recommended by the
Wetted Perimeter Method during July-September would provide a habitat gain for adult and juvenile
life stages of rainbow and mountain whitefish, but a decrease in habitat for fry. Spawning does not
occur during the summer period. A summary of analysis for rainbow trout at the Pine River Park site
is presented below, extracted primarily from Figure 5.7b:
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Comparison of Habitat Conditions and Flows at Pine Park @ Dartford

% Optimal Habitat Condition PHABSIM Flows
(per PHABSIM) (cfs)
Fish Species Wetted
_and WAC 173-555 Perimee | 280% | 2959%
Life Stage Optimal Optimal
TS Dec.] Mar A Habitat Habitat
uly-Sept. ec.-Jan. ar.-Apr. igs igs
(115¢cfs) | (150 cfs) | (190-250 cfs) (160 cfs) Condition | - Condition
Rainbow Trout
Adult/juvenile 82 95 98-100 98 112-347 150-289
Spawning ' n/a n/a 26-36 43 47-108 62-94
Fry 37 32 21-27 33 <56 <52
Mountain Whitefish
Adult 60 76 92-100 80 160-381 199-303
Juvenile 80 93 98-99 95 115-535 164-418
Spawning ' n/a 87 n/a 90 134-525 181-417
Fry 89 79 62-72 77 <145 56-96

! Rainbow Trout spawn only during March-April, while Mountain Whitefish spawn only during December-
January.

At the Chattaroy site on the Little Spokane River, adjustment to the existing minimum flow of 57 cfs
is also possible during June and July. However, the Wetted Perimeter-based flow recommendation of
50 cfs provides relatively poor habitat conditions for most life stages during this time period. It is not
recommended to use the Wetted Perimeter Method as justification to adjust the existing minimum
instream flows at Chattaroy.

At the Elk site on the Little Spokane River, the existing minimum flows (e.g., 38 cfs during the
summer) provide good habitat conditions throughout the year for most life stages and do not require
adjustment to improve fish habitat. The Wetted Perimeter-based flow recommendation of 32 cfs also
provides good habitat conditions for most life stages. Establishing a single regulatory minimum
instream value for the full year, as suggested by the Wetted Perimeter Method, does not reflect the
seasonal variability of flow and is not recommended for application throughout the year. However,
during August through October, the Wetted Perimeter flows are seasonally appropriate, and the
minimum flows could be lowered to 32 cfs during this period if desired. This would result in a slight
habitat gain for rainbow trout juvenile/adult, but a habitat loss for mountain whitefish juveniles and
adults. Adjusting the existing minimum flows at Elk based solely on the fish habitat evaluation does
not appear to be warranted.
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Tributary Instream Flows

A detailed evaluation to determine the biological relevance of the existing minimum instream flow
for Dragoon, Deadman, and Otter creeks is not possible at this time due to the lack of suitable long-
term hydrological information. Additionally, the current minimum instream flow rules for these
creeks consist of a partial seasonal stream closure from June through October, and therefore no
minimum flow values are identified that could be evaluated. Without long-term hydrological data, an
evaluation of the habitat corresponding to different flow exceedances is not possible. The only
habitat evaluations conducted at this time are for the identified Wetted Perimeter flows.

The Dragoon Creek site has a Wetted Perimeter based flow recommendation of 40 cfs, which the
PHABSIM analysis shows provides marginal to very good habitat conditions for the different life
stages of fish evaluated. A flow of 40 cfs could be defined as a new minimum flow during the
closure period. However, depending on the seasonal flow availability during June through October,
adopting the 40 cfs as a new minimum flow may still result in an effective closure of Dragoon Creek
at this time of year.

The Deadman Creek site did not have a single obvious flow defined using the Wetted Perimeter
approach, but resulted in the identification of two possible recommendations - 13 cfs and 6 cfs.
PHABSIM analysis shows that the two flow recommendations resulting from the Wetted Perimeter
approach both provided marginal habitat conditions for most fish life stages. The Wetted Perimeter
flows do not provide suitable habitat conditions and defining a biologically relevant minimum flow is
not possible based on the available data.

The Otter Creek site has a Wetted Perimeter-based flow recommendation of 13 cfs. PHABSIM
analysis shows that the Wetted Perimeter-based flow recommendation provides good habitat
conditions for most life stages and could be defined as the new minimum instream flow if desired.
However, depending on the seasonal flow availability during June through October, adopting the
13 cfs as a new minimum flow may still result in an effective closure of Otter Creek at this time of
year.

Other Instream Flow Components

Providing suitable fish habitat is an essential, but not the only consideration in defining instream flow
needs. Maintaining flows for water quality, flushing flows to remove sediment, channel maintenance
flows to create and maintain fish habitat, and riparian vegetation flows are all critical in protecting the
aquatic ecosystem.

Flushing flows, channel maintenance flows, and riparian flows all tend to be relatively large flows
that may not occur every year, and the duration of these larger flows when they do occur is relatively
short. The current minimum flows are generally well below the requirements for these ecosystem
components. While maintaining these components is crucial to protecting the aquatic ecosystem, this
range of flows is more typically addressed in systems with large capacity storage facilities and/or
large diversions during peak flow periods. Because neither of these conditions are present in the
Little Spokane River system, they are not addressed here. At any time when large capacity storage or
diversion is considered, studies should be conducted to address flushing flows, channel maintenance
flows and riparian flows.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Little Spokane Watershed is located on the eastern border of Washington with Idaho (Figure 1.1).
Watershed planning under RCW 90.82 is being jointly conducted in the Little and Middle Spokane
River Basins (Water Resources Inventory Areas [WRIAs] 55 and 57, respectively). Current
watershed planning work in WRIAs 55 and 57 began in 1998, under the state-sponsored authority of
Chapter 90.82 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW; the Watershed Planning Act). Spokane
County is one of the initiating governments for this effort, and is the lead agency for grant and
contract administration purposes. Golder Associates Inc. (Golder) completed a draft Phase II — Level
1 Technical Assessment as part of the watershed planning process (Golder, 2001). Since that time,
the Planning Unit decided to proceed to Level 2 of Phase II of the watershed planning process with an
assessment of instream flow needs of WRIA 55, and the development of a computer simulation
model of the hydrologic watershed processes for both WRIAs 55 and 57. This report presents the
findings of the instream flow assessment of WRIA 55.

11 Background

Instream flow-related assessments and planning have been ongoing for many years in the Little
Spokane River Basin. An Instream Resources Protection Program (IRPP) study of WRIA 55 was
completed by Ecology in 1975 to assess the availability of water for further appropriation (Chung,
1975). As a result of this study a minimum instream flow rule was adopted for the Little Spokane
River and selected tributaries to the Little Spokane River were partially and seasonally closed to
further appropriation (Chapter 173-555 of the Washington Administrative Code [WAC]).

In 1995, a draft Initial Watershed Assessment of the Little Spokane River Basin was completed for
Ecology (Dames and Moore and Cosmopolitan Engineering Group, 1995). The primary purpose of
the Initial Watershed Assessment was to evaluate the status of surface and groundwater resources
within WRIA 55. The conclusions of the 1995 study included:

1. Flows in the Little Spokane River do not meet instream flow requirements for up to
42% of the summer months during average years;

2. Non-point pollution is increasingly affecting water quality; and,

3. Development and population growth in the lower part of the watershed are steadily
increasing the demand for water.

In 2001, a draft assessment of watershed planning (Phase II Level 1 report) in the Little Spokane
River Basin (WRIA 55) and Middle Spokane River basin (WRIA 57) was completed (Golder, 2001).
The Level 1 report focused on data compilation and watershed characterization for the Middle and
Little Spokane River basins, specifically related to watershed planning in the State of Washington
under RCW 90.82. A review of instream flow issues in the Little Spokane River Basin was provided
in the water quantity chapter of the Level 1 report. A brief summary of instream flow issues
presented in the Level 1 report is reiterated in the next section of this report.

Other watershed studies pertinent to instream flow that have been completed within the Little
Spokane River Basin include a hydrogeologic characterization of the Deer Park Basin (EMCON,
1992), and an aquifer delineation and groundwater quality investigation of a portion of north Spokane
County (Boese and Buchanan, 1996). A Draft Spokane River Subbasin Summary completed in 2000
summarizes fish and habitat information (Northwest Power Planning Commission [NWPPC], 2000).
The Pend Oreille Conservation District (POCD) completed a water quality assessment of the Little
Spokane River Basin in 2000. The POCD assessment indicated that water temperatures are higher
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than anticipated for a system so highly dependent upon baseflow. The POCD assessment is
continuing through on-going water quality monitoring and stream gaging within the Little Spokane
River Basin by the Spokane County Conservation District (SCCD).

1.2 Current Instream Flow Regulation

Minimum instream flows were set for the mainstem of the Little Spokane River from the headwaters
to the confluence with the Spokane River in 1976 (WAC 173-555; Appendix A). The background for
development of WAC 173-555 is contained in the Ecology document, Washington’s Instream
Resources Protection Program (IRPP) Series No. 1 “Instream Resources Protection Program: Little
Spokane River Basin WRIA 55”.

Regulatory minimum instream flows have been established for four points on the Little Spokane
River (Figure 1.1). These regulatory flows were established based on the 80% exceedance curve of
historical data for the three downstream compliance points, and the 90% exceedance curve of
historical data for the upstream-most point (Ecology, 1975). Previous to this regulation, seasonal
closures were established on tributaries under the Fisheries Code (RCW 75.20), and were
incorporated into WAC 173-555. Groundwater is not addressed in WAC 173-555.

Minimum instream flows for the Little Spokane River are specified for two-week time steps at the
four compliance points including the abandoned Elk gaging station, Chattaroy, Dartford (at Dartford),
and at the confluence with the Spokane River (near Dartford; Table 1-1).

Three control stations on the Little Spokane River currently have continuous flow gaging stations
nearby; Little Spokane River at Dartford (Station 12431000) managed by the USGS, Little Spokane
River at Chattaroy Road, managed by Spokane Community College, and the Little Spokane River
near Dartford (Station 124315000) managed by the USGS. The Elk control station had a USGS gage
that collected continuous records from 1949 to 1971. Although the gage is not currently maintained
by the USGS, there are more recent bi-monthly measurements taken at the Elk gage between 1987
and 1990. The control station near Dartford (USGS gage 12431500) had monthly flow measurements
collected by Ecology and SCCD throughout the 1990’s and has been gaged continuously since 1997
by the USGS in cooperation with Spokane County.

Each control station on the Little Spokane River was analyzed in the WRIA 55/57 Phase II Level 1
report for minimum instream flow excursion statistics based on the entire period of record as well as
only the summer months (Table 1-2 and Figures 1.2a through 1.2d; Golder, 2001). The analysis
provided the following information:

e The average excursion length at all control stations, ranges from 12 to 22 days.

o The control station at Chattaroy has the highest percent of record below minimum
instream flow levels with more than 42% of dry season flows below these levels.

e Chattaroy also recorded the longest excursion length, which infringed on more than just
the generally accepted “dry season”, lasting for 262 days.

e An extremely long excursion occurs for Elk, Chattaroy, and at Dartford for the “dry”
year. Dartford can be well below the minimum instream flow levels although estimated
average base flows are higher than minimum instream flow requirements flows in a dry
year.

e The discrete measurements taken near the Elk Control station (Station 9408K) were
collected between 1987 and 1990 during the summer months (May - September). During
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this period there were 39 daily measurements, 30 of which did not meet minimum
instream flow levels. Minimum instream flows were not met during each year data were
collected.

e Discrete measurements collected near Dartford control station (Little Spokane River near
mouth @ Hwy 291, Station 6205E) show that of the 47 days when data were collected
between 1993 and 1997, 10 excursions were recorded. Most of these excursions occurred
in the summer or fall of each year.

1.3 Study Purpose

The WRIA 55/57 Planning Unit decided to assess instream flows as an optional component of
watershed planning. The instream flow assessment is designed to fulfill the instream flow component
of the State of Washington Watershed Planning process under RCW 90.82 for WRIA 55. In the
context of the Watershed Planning Act, the instream flow component is comprised of three parts: Step
A, Step B, and Step C. Step A includes compilation of existing data and scoping of instream flow
needs work. Step B consists of an instream flow analysis. Step C consists of developing
recommendations on establishing or modifying existing minimum instream flow regulations.

The key purpose of the Little Spokane River instream flow assessment is to evaluate the biological
relevance of existing minimum instream flow regulations. This assessment focuses on both
established Minimum Instream Flow Control Points in the Little Spokane River, and tributary streams
(Otter, Dragoon, and Deadman creeks) that have been identified as biologically relevant and of
interest due to fish habitat issues.

Following this assessment, the Planning Unit can make recommendations to Ecology regarding
minimum instream flow targets for the Little Spokane River. The range of recommendations the
Planning Unit may provide to Ecology for minimum instream flow targets include:

e Recommend that the minimum flow be maintained as is;

e Recommend a new minimum flow be considered based on the results of this study;
and/or,

e Recommend target flows in addition to the existing regulatory minimum instream flow.
14 Report Objectives and Structure

This instream flow assessment provides a foundation for the Planning Unit to evaluate instream flow
issues in the Little Spokane River and its tributaries from an aquatic habitat perspective. The
assessment also provides the science upon which the Planning Unit can make instream flow
recommendations.

The following topics are included in this report:

e A regional overview and general description of the Little Spokane River Basin
(Section 2.0);

e A description of study approach and design, including: fish species selected for
evaluation; habitat suitability criteria; and, field methods used in data collection
(Section 3.0);

e A summary of the data analysis techniques employed (Section 4.0);
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e Results of the Wetted Perimeter analysis and PHABSIM flow-habitat relationships
(Section 5.0); and,

e Conclusions and an evaluation of existing minimum instream flows (Section 6.0).
1.5 Authorization, Acknowledgements and Limitations

This report was commissioned by Spokane County on behalf of the Little and Middle Spokane
Watershed (WRIAs 55 and 57) Planning Unit by amendment to Spokane County contract #P2960.

Several individuals contributed significantly to the preparation of this report. Stan Miller, Water
Quality Section Manager for the Utilities Division of Spokane County Public Works, is the project
manager on behalf of Spokane County. Reanette Boese of Spokane County assisted with the field
work. Hal Beecher and Kevin Robinette of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
provided substantive technical review and guidance. Doug Allen of the Washington Department of
Ecology is the lead representative on behalf of the state.

Property access was graciously provided by Mrs. Ogden, Linda Bates, Will Payne, C. Gordon Cudny
family, Tom Hargreaves, the Gorder family, and Elk Park managers Mr. And Mrs. Frank Hager.
Stream flow data were provided by Rick Noll of the Spokane County Conservation District and Erin
Cunningham of the Spokane County Community College. The contribution of volunteer field work
by Blake Mee of Spokane County Community College provided is gratefully acknowledged.

Chris Pitre, senior project manager, water resources, is the project manager on behalf of Golder
Associates Inc. Dave Fernet provided senior technical direction. Kasey Clipperton was the primary
technical author. Donna DeFrancesco provided coordination of field work and data collection with
the assistance of Lisa Vaughn, Bryony Stasney, and Chris Bjornson.

This work has been completed in accordance with generally accepted professional practices at the
time of preparation within the limitations of available data and budget.
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2.0 STUDY AREA DESCRIPTION

The Little Spokane River Basin (WRIA 55) is located in eastern Washington, on the Washington-
Idaho Border (Figure 1.1). The basin is located on the eastern edge of the Columbia River Basalt
Plateau, in the foothills of the Rocky Mountain Range. It encompasses just under 700 square miles
along the eastern border of Washington, including areas in Spokane, Pend Oreille and Stevens
counties. The basin is bounded by WRIA 57 (the Middle Spokane Basin) to the south, WRIA 54 (the
Lower Spokane Basin) to the west, WRIA 59 (the Colville River Basin) to the northwest and
WRIA 62 (the Pend Oreille River Basin) to the north. Streamflow within the basin is affected by
many factors including climate, physical characteristics of the watershed, land use/cover in the
watershed, and water use.

2.1 Climate and Precipitation

Climate is often considered the driving factor for streamflow. The climate is spatially and seasonally
variable in the Little Spokane River Basin. Precipitation falling as rain usually has a direct and
relatively immediate affect on streamflow, depending on basin characteristics. Precipitation falling as
snow can be held in snow pack for long periods of time and can be released in a relatively short
period (freshet) magnifying seasonal variations in streamflow.

Climate in the basin is characterized by generally warm, dry summers and cool, moist winters. Large
variations in climate occur across the basin from a sub-humid mountain climate in the north to
semiarid in the south (Dames & Moore and Cosmopolitan Engineering Group, 1995).

Annual precipitation ranges from less than 20 inches to over 40 inches across the basin. Between 12
and 15 feet of snow accumulates on Boyer Mountain in the northwest corner of the basin and on
Mount Spokane on the eastern border of the basin with WRIA 57. Snow accumulation is less than
three feet in the area of the City of Spokane and the Spokane Valley.

Precipitation variability across the basin is primarily a function of elevation and proximity to upland
areas. Based on average annual PRISM precipitation data, annual precipitation within the basin
ranges from (Table 2-1):

e 15 t0 20 inches in southern, low-lying area of the basin;

e 20 to 25 inches across the moderate elevations of the Deer Park Basin (west-central
portion of basin);

e 25 to 30 inches across the moderate elevations of the Diamond Lake area (northeastern
portion of basin); and,

e 30 to over 40 inches in the uplands along northern and eastern boundaries of the basin.

The Level 1 Assessment presents average monthly PRISM precipitation for the basin, and illustrates
that the majority of the precipitation occurs between November and March (Golder, 2001).
Significant snow pack accumulates mostly in the eastern and northern portions of the basin at
relatively high elevations. Up to 60% of the total precipitation falls as snow during the winter months
over the higher elevations (Golder, 2001). Figures presented in the Level 1 Assessment indicate that
spring snowmelt originating from the higher elevation areas in the north and east of WRIA 55
represent an important component of run-off to streams. However, the spring snowmelt contribution
to streamflow in the lower-lying central and southern portions of WRIA 55 is often reduced as a
result of frequent mid-winter thaws (Golder, 2001).
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2.2 Physical Characteristics

Physical characteristics of the watershed include such things as soils and geology, topography, shape
and size, among other things. Soils and geology determine whether water flows on the surface of the
ground or infiltrates and how this water then moves towards the river. Areas with highly permeable
geologic material may show little response to storm events because much of the water is infiltrated
and released slowly over time, whereas runoff from areas underlain by bedrock is usually quick.
Topography and size of the watershed also influences how much and how quickly water reaches the
river. Steep sloped basins often have quick response to precipitation events in terms of a flashy
runoff, while a flat basin would not. Basins that are large with many varying length tributaries may
have several peak flow periods in response to a storm event or snow melt, while a smaller watershed
would only show one peak response to an event.

The subsurface geology of the Little Spokane River Basin is comprised of crystalline basement rocks
of granite and gneiss, which outcrop on the uplands surrounding the basins. Columbia River Basalt
rocks cover parts of the lower elevations of the basin. Rivers eroded valleys in these deposits, and
filled them with unconsolidated sediments. Unconsolidated sediments form the primary aquifers in
the basin, but the basalts are also locally tapped as productive aquifers.

Elevations in the watershed range from more than 5,300 feet amsl (NGVD 1929) in the north and east
sides of the basin to approximately 1,540 feet amsl (NGVD 1929) at the junction of the Little
Spokane River and Spokane River. The basin can be broadly split into two regions: the Columbia
Plateau Province and the Northern Rocky Mountain Province. Broad and relatively flat topographic
features with deeply incised river drainages characterize the Columbia Plateau Province of the
southern portion of the watershed. Steep-sided canyons and relatively straight river courses
characterize the Rocky Mountain Province to the north.

In the Little Spokane River Basin, there are areas of subdued topography that represent areas of
basement and basalt rocks that were scoured and infilled by periglacial processes, including the
Missoula Floods. The Spokane Valley represents the main Missoula Flood channel. The primary
aquifers comprise these glacial unconsolidated sediments (e.g., the highly productive SVRP Aquifer).
Less productive aquifers occur within the basalts (e.g., the Green Bluff Aquifer).

2.3 Land Use/Land Cover

Land use and land cover also affect run-off from snow and precipitation. The majority of the land in
the basin (67.5%) is forested, which occurs predominantly across the northern and eastern portions of
the basin. The second largest land use category, covering 25.5% of the basin, is agricultural. Urban
or built-up land makes up about 4.4% of the basin. Soil types and vegetative cover in conjunction
with topography are the primary components that affect how rainfall runs off the surface of
watersheds. In addition, land cover/land use information is used to assess water use and water
discharge spatially across the watersheds.

Natural land cover ranges from scrub brush in the lower portions of the basin to mixed coniferous and
deciduous forests in the uplands. Evergreen forests are the primary land cover in the mountainous
areas to the north and east. Agricultural lands are interspersed throughout the watershed but mostly
found on the south and east sides of WRIA 55. The remaining portions of the basin are composed of
urban areas, rangeland, wetlands and barren land. Table 2-2 presents a breakdown of land-use types
in the basin based on Land Use and Land Cover (LULC) mapping results presented in the WRIA
55/57 Phase II Level 1 Assessment (Golder, 2001).
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In forested areas, water is intercepted, and used by trees and shrubs (evapotranspiration) causing the
total amount of water that reaches the stream to be much smaller than the actual rainfall and the time
it takes to reach the stream much longer. Developed areas have greater percentages of impervious
terrain, thereby reducing groundwater recharge and increasing the rate of runoff to streams.
However, the use of dry wells, which is common in the Spokane Valley urban area, can increase
groundwater recharge.

Land use in the Spokane Valley and around the City of Deer Park is primarily urban and residential
development. Substantial suburban development is occurring in the lower reaches of the Little
Spokane River north of the City of Spokane. Agricultural land use is concentrated in the Dragoon
Creek sub-basin of the Little Spokane Basin, and in the Deadman Creek sub-basin, and scattered in
lower density throughout the rest of the lower elevations of the basin. Minor amounts of land are
used for rangeland.

2.4 Population

The 2000 Census data indicates that the Little Spokane River Basin population is 95,201.
Approximately 89% of the population of WRIA 55 is within Spokane County, with lesser amounts in
Stevens (9%) and Pend Oreille (2%) counties (Table 2-3). Population growth over the period 1990-
2000 was approximately 17%.

The major population centers in the basin are the City of Deer Park (within the Dragoon Creek sub-
basin) and the City of Spokane, although only a small portion of the Spokane City limits are
contained within the Little Spokane River Basin boundary. The 1990 Census reports a population of
2,278 in the City of Deer Park and a population of 177,196 in the City of Spokane (Golder, 2001).
The 2000 Census reports a population of 195,629 in the City of Spokane, reflecting a 9.5% growth
rate between 1990 and 2000 (Golder, 2001).

2.5 Available Streamflow Data

Streamflow data has been collected at more than 80 points within the basin. There are three
continuous USGS gaging stations in the study area. Most of the remaining records are bimonthly or
random measurements (i.e., “snap-shots” in time) that have been collected by local, state, and federal
agencies for various water quality or groundwater studies. The locations of USGS and significant
stream gaging stations within the study area are shown in Figure 2.1.

The reliability and accuracy of USGS data are considered high, based on the internal quality control
used by the USGS in recording and maintaining the gages. The Spokane Community College (SCC)
surface water program currently monitors streamflow at the Chattaroy gage (Figure 2.1). These data
have been merged with USGS data and are assumed to be of similar quality. Several of the gaging
stations, while having a period of record that is useful, do not have a recent period of record or are
missing large periods of time, which limits their value.

The Spokane County Conservation District (SCCD) operates five streamflow monitoring stations in
WRIA 55 (Figure 2.1). All stations were installed in September 1999 and record stream depth and
water temperature at one-hour intervals. SCCD maintains streamflow data for water years 2000-
2003. The stations monitored include:

e L[S-1 Little Spokane River, Scotia Rd. near Newport WA.

e L[S-3 Otter Cr., Elk to Hwy Rd. near Elk WA.
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e L[S-4 Little Spokane River, Deer Park-Milan Rd. near Riverside, WA.
e LS-5 Dragoon Cr., Crescent Rd., Chattaroy
e L[S-6 Deadman Cr., 15628 N. Little Spokane Dr. Spokane, WA.

2.6 Surface Water Hydrology

The Little Spokane River flows 48.6-miles from just south of Newport, Washington to the confluence
with the Spokane River, approximately five miles northwest of the City of Spokane. The headwaters
of the Little Spokane River are split approximately evenly between the West Branch of the Little
Spokane River and the mainstem. Mean annual flow in the Little Spokane River at Dartford (Station
1231000) is 301 cfs, and ranges from 626 cfs to 128 cfs. Peak flows have been recorded at 3,710 cfs,
and minimum flows as low as 63 cfs.

Surface water flow within WRIA 55 is complicated due to aquifer interactions, highly variable
climate, snowpack influence and watershed characteristics. An examination of existing data indicates
that base flows are very important along almost every stretch of the river, especially during the
summer months. Instream flows frequently fail to meet the regulatory levels and the duration of
excursions is long indicating that an inconsistency between regulatory targets and current streamflow
conditions.

Hydraulic continuity between surface water and groundwater is highest with the alluvial and glacial
sand and gravel aquifers along Dragoon Creek, near the outlet of Deadman Creek, and lower reach of
the Little Spokane River below Dartford. The SVRP Aquifer is interpreted to be in hydraulic
continuity with the Little Spokane River along the reach immediately downstream of Dartford and
many springs can be seen along the southern edge of the Little Spokane River (Jenson and Eckhart,
1987). Inter-basin groundwater flow from the Pend Oreille drainage into the Little Spokane River
Basin is believed to occur in the northeast corner of WRIA 55.

Flow in the upper reaches of the Little Spokane River increases primarily through the contribution of
tributaries such as Deadman and Dragoon creeks. In the lower reaches, flow in the Little Spokane
River increases significantly as a result of groundwater discharge from WRIA 57. The river is
dominantly gaining water throughout its length. Studies in the mid-1990s documented decreasing
annual flows over the years; however, more recent data indicate increasing annual flows. Although
annual variations and long-term streamflow trends are affected by water diversions and withdrawals,
the dominant influence affecting streamflows is believed to be large-scale weather patterns (e.g.,
decadal patterns affected by the Pacific Decadal Oscillation [PDOY]).

2.7 Flow Regulation

There are approximately 22 dams within WRIA 55 the majority of which are small private dams
located on tributaries of the Little Spokane River. All of these dams are classified for one of the
following purposes: irrigation, recreation and water quality. There are no dams on the mainstem
Little Spokane River (Golder, 2001).

Regulation of flows, including dams, withdrawals and discharges, can change a flow regime through
changes in timing, size and location of flows. Dam storage and release practices can influence
streamflows upriver and downriver of the impoundment as well as increase the pressure head, which
can affect ground water flows. The same effects apply for any structure on the river (e.g., weirs,
bridges and natural obstructions). Withdrawals can change in timing and/or location of flows. For
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example, waters withdrawn and used for irrigation may infiltrate back to the river but it may take
weeks and it may return to the river at a different location from where it was withdrawn.

2.8 Water Quality

Waterbodies that do not meet standards of the federal Clean Water Act are listed under Section
303(d) of that act. Several stream reaches in the Little Spokane River basin do not meet federal water
quality standards for dissolved oxygen, fecal coliform, pH, temperature and polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs). The probable source of most exceedance problems on the Little Spokane River is
non-point source discharges. There are currently no permitted point source dischargers on the Little
Spokane River that are known to contribute to water quality standard violations. Likely non-point
source discharges that affect water quality in the Little Spokane River include agricultural activities
(e.g., fertilizers and animal feedlots), septic systems, stormwater and highway run-off, forest
practices, land development, landfills, and mining.

The Little Spokane River did not meet federal standards of 8 mg/L for dissolved oxygen (DO)
concentrations in 1996, but had improved in 1998 and were removed from the 303(d) list. The Little
Spokane River also has 303(d) listings for PCBs near the mouth of the river.

Dragoon Creek is listed under 303(d) for DO and fecal coliform. Remarks on the Dragoon Creek
303(d) listing state that it is expected that Dragoon Creek currently meets standards due to the
removal of direct discharge from the Deer Park Wastewater Facility, but that no recent monitoring
has been completed to verify this (Ecology, 2000).

Data for Dragoon Creek from February 1995 through June 1995 indicate that DO standards were met
during this period. Fecal coliform levels, however, are above state standards for sites upstream and
near Deer Park. Fecal coliform quantities vary seasonally with higher levels occurring during the
summer during low streamflow conditions. Water quality tends to decrease near Deer Park. This
suggests that DO and coliform problems may be a result of anthropogenic activities.

2.9 Fish Species and Status

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife recently compiled a baseline fisheries assessment
of the Little Spokane River watershed (Table 2-4). Throughout the greater Spokane River Basin,
three species of native salmonids are known to occur: kokanee (Oncorhynchus nerka), redband trout
(rainbow; O. mykiss) and westslope cutthroat trout (O. clarkia; NWPPC, 2000). Little detailed
information is available regarding salmonid species distribution and stock composition in the Little
Spokane River (NWPPC, 2000). Of these three species, the presence of rainbow trout has been
confirmed in the Little Spokane River Basin. It is likely that introgression has occurred between
hatchery strain rainbow trout, and native rainbow trout and redband trout (NWPPC, 2000). Dragoon
Creek is known to support a resident migratory population of rainbow trout during the spring,
however little information is available regarding genetics and other life history information (NWPPC,
2000).
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3.0 METHODS

The purpose of this instream flow assessment is to evaluate existing minimum instream flows with
respect to how they benefit aquatic biota, and to provide a technical foundation to support instream
flow recommendations for selected stream reaches. The selection of methods to support these
purposes was based on maximizing the number of sites assessed within the available budget, while
maintaining the validity and relevance of data collection to project goals. A number of available
methods for the evaluation of instream flow needs were reviewed for applicability to Little Spokane
River instream flow assessment goals, the most significant of which are discussed below.

3.1 Methods for Evaluation of Instream Flow Needs

Analysis of habitat conditions within a watershed focuses on the assessment of channel conditions
and associated streamflows as they relate to aquatic and riparian habitat. The terms instream flow
analysis and instream flow needs assessment are generic terms applied to various methods or
approaches that can be used to quantify flow-habitat relationships and make recommendations on
flow management. The different methods that can be used for the analysis each have particular
strengths, weaknesses, and associated costs. Some methods overlap with techniques used to answer
geomorphologic or hydrologic questions.

Methods developed for assessing instream flow needs have been focused primarily on protecting
aquatic habitats. Approaches for determining instream flows that provide suitable habitat for fish
species have received the most attention. The various methods available for assessing instream flow
requirements have been reviewed several times by academia, agency scientists, and the private sector
over the last 20 years (e.g., Stalnaker and Arnette, 1976; Wesche and Rechard, 1980; Morhardt, 1986;
Courtney, 1995; Jowett, 1997). The most recent of those documents providing useful review
information include the proceedings of a recent conference on ecohydraulics (Utah State University,
1999) and two reports on assessing effects of hydroelectric power generation (Morrison, 2000;
Natural Resource Solutions, 2000). Annear and others, 2002, recommend that five components
should be addressed in an IFN study: hydrology, biology, geomorphology, water quality, and
connectivity.

Most instream flow methods fall into one of three categories, although there are modifications to
many methods that cross between these categories:

e Statistical desktop methods (e.g., the Tennant Method);
e Hydraulic rating curves (e.g., the Wetted Perimeter and Toe-width Methods); and,
e Habitat assessments (e.g., PHABSIM and IFIM-type methods).

The statistical methods provide estimates of minimum instream flow requirements that are
empirically derived from historical flow data and generally do not have a direct relationship with the
biological flow needs of aquatic life. Statistical methods can be the least expensive if sufficient
streamflow data are available. Hydraulic rating curve methods can be tailored to address specific
flow characteristics that are related to flow needs of specific life stages of specific species (e.g.,
salmon spawning habitat). Hydraulic rating methods are intermediate in terms of complexity and
costs. Habitat assessment methods integrate the multiple variables important to fish habitat and are
the most complex, rigorous, and time-consuming. They are also the most expensive.

Of the available methods, a Wetted Perimeter, hydraulic rating curve method, with the addition of
measurements of habitat cover and substrate was selected for the Little Spokane River instream flow
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needs assessment. In discussions and a reconnaissance of the river with Hal Beecher (WDFW
instream flow specialist), it was determined that sites consisting of one transect within a homogenous
reach would be suitable for an instream flow analysis on the Little Spokane River and tributaries.
Based on review of initial data collected, and approval form Hal Beecher, a more detailed one-
transect PHABSIM analysis was applied (see Appendix B for meeting minutes summarizing
conversations regarding methodology selection).

3.1.1 Description of Wetted Perimeter Method

The Wetted Perimeter Method is a hydraulic rating curve method based on the relationship between
streamflow and the wetted perimeter of the stream channel (i.e., the distance along the wetted portion
of the bottom and sides of a stream). It requires data describing the cross-sectional geometry at a
stream transect and knowledge of water levels at various discharges. The underlying biological
assumption is that reductions in the wetted perimeter are correlated with losses in habitat quality. The
method uses transect data from critical or important habitat areas, typically riffles because of their
sensitivity to changes in flow and stage, to establish the relationship between flow and wetted
perimeter. Hydraulic modeling can be used to generate synthetic data for unmeasured flows. The
discharge versus wetted perimeter plot is then interpreted to help identify appropriate minimum
instream flows. The identification of instream flow values is based largely on the location of
inflection points on the wetted perimeter-discharge curve (i.e., where the slope of the curve changes
sharply). Usable results will identify a range of low flows over which increasing the flow will result
in a relatively high rate of increase in habitat as represented by the wetted perimeter, and a range of
high flows over which an increase in flows returns a lower rate of increase of habitat. The point at
which the shift from higher gains in habitat to lower gains in habitat occurs is termed the inflection
point, and is typically identified as the minimum instream flow requirement for that stream reach.

Additional information such as substrate type and presence of cover may be added to the basic
method to improve interpretation, as was carried out in the present study. Information such as depth,
velocity, substrate, and cover distributions may be incorporated into the analysis, and compared to
habitat preference criteria of target management species, to augment the wetted perimeter analysis.

A limitation of all rating curve methods is that habitat is measured only at specific locations; areal
extent of habitat types is not determined or quantified. These methods are therefore often applied at
biologically critical locations such as known spawning sites or potential barriers to movement where
determination of passage flow requirements is desired. A further limitation is that the habitat
assessments are only strictly valid within the range of discharges for which stage/discharge
measurements are made. Extrapolations of habitat quality or availability beyond the range of
observed discharges may not be valid. Wetted perimeter may therefore be less useful in situations
where a proposed flow regime involves discharges outside the range of flows used in the wetted
perimeter analysis. This situation, however, is not likely, because most of the likely flow
modifications are typically targeted toward critical low-flow periods. The usefulness of results and
the ease with which inflection points can be identified are subject to the channel morphology at the
selected transect locations. The wetted perimeter method produces a single flow number for all
species and life stages and does not account for the unique biological needs of individual target
species and life stages.

3.1.2 Description of PHABSIM

Generally accepted as the best available tool for determining quantitative relationships between flows
and fish habitat, the Physical Habitat Simulation System (PHABSIM) is a collection of computer
programs that can be used to represent habitat suitability according to characteristics of microhabitat
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availability (typically depth, velocity, substrate, cover; Milhous and others, 1989). PHABSIM is an
integral part of the Instream Flow Incremental Methodology (IFIM), which provides a problem-
solving framework for water resource issues relating to streams and rivers (Bovee and others, 1998),
and is perhaps the most commonly used element of IFIM in assessment of physical habitat.
PHABSIM includes an assortment of simulation tools, which aide in the classification of physical
habitat structure within a stream and the assessment of flow-dependent characteristics of physical
habitat with regards to the biological needs of selected target species and life stages.

PHABSIM and the resultant Weighted Usable Area (WUA) versus discharge relationships (which
represent habitat availability at different discharges) is currently the most comprehensive and widely
accepted instream flow analysis method used in North America. PHABSIM has been applied in
numerous areas to develop instream flow regulations, and has withstood challenges in legal
proceedings. PHABSIM is, however, time-consuming and costly to apply. Typically, a major
portion of the cost of such a study is expended in the determination of the microhabitat preferences of
fish species and life stages. These “fish preference curves” are commonly a source of uncertainty in
PHABSIM results, and may be subject to criticism. When there is no way to develop site-specific
preference curves, it is necessary to use more generic, or regionally applicable preference curves.

The major goal of physical habitat simulation is to achieve a representation of physical properties of a
particular stream that may be connected, through biological (or other) considerations, to social,
political, and economic frameworks. This relationship is a continuous function between physical
habitat and stream flow that can be used to consider trade-offs between the values of water used
instream with water used out-of-stream. PHABSIM can be used for a variety of applications
including quantification of instream flow requirements, negotiation of water delivery schedules, and
impact analysis (Hardy, 2002).

3.2 Selection of Evaluation Species

Based upon fish species assessment work completed by WDFW, the WRIA 55 Instream Flow
Workgroup selected mountain whitefish and rainbow trout upon which to focus the instream flow
assessment. Unique instream flow need characteristics of these species are that mountain whitefish
need high flows, and rainbow trout need cold water. These species were selected as being sensitive
indicator species. It was rationalized that if instream flow-based requirements for mountain whitefish
and rainbow trout are met, then it is likely that they are also met for other aquatic biota. The WDFW
assessment provides strong evidence that both of these species occur at the six selected monitoring
sites (Table 2-4, Figure 3.1 and Appendix B).

The Instream Flow Workgroup/WRIA 55 Planning Unit concluded that the use of these target species
provided an assessment of two sensitive species that spawn in both the spring and late fall
(Appendix B). The use of these two species for the Little Spokane Instream Flow Needs Assessment
was approved by Hal Beecher of WDFW (Appendix B).

The following species descriptions for mountain whitefish and rainbow trout are summarized from a
book entitled “Inland Fishes of Washington” (Wydoski and Whitney, 1979), unless otherwise noted.

3.2.1 Mountain whitefish (Prosopium williamsoni)

Mountain whitefish is the most common whitefish found in Washington State. Mountain whitefish
typically reside in both lakes and streams. In stream environments, they are most often found in
riffles during the summer and prefer large pools during the winter. Preferred water temperatures

range between 9 and 11 °C (48 and 52 °F) and life expectancy can reach 11 years. Mountain

122903cpl.doc



December 2003 -13- 013-1372.2400

whitefish diet typically consists of aquatic insect larvae, crayfish, fish eggs, leaches, and some smaller
fish.

Mountain whitefish reach maturity at approximately 3 to 4 years of age. Spawning typically occurs in
the fall, between October and December and takes place in gravely stream riffles or on gravel shoals
along lakeshores. Mountain Whitefish in the Little Spokane River Basin typically spawn during
December and January (Chris Donely personal communication, April 18, 2003). Females have been
known to produce between 2,900 and 9,400 eggs. Eggs hatch within approximately one month. At
low temperatures, egg incubation is often prolonged.

3.2.2 Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss)

Rainbow trout prefer cool water temperatures (typically less than 21 °C [70 °F]) with high dissolved
oxygen content. Growth rates of rainbow trout in eastern Washington are high relative to growth
rates of western Washington due to less precipitation and higher nutrient accumulations, contributing
to increased food supplies and higher water temperatures. Rainbow trout typically feed on aquatic
insects, worms, fish eggs and occasionally smaller fish. Their diet is subject to change based on the
season and fluctuations in availability of various food types. Rainbow trout fisheries in Washington
State are highly dependent upon hatchery stocking of lakes and less often, stocking of streams.

Rainbow trout spawning typically occurs in the spring between February and June and is dependent
upon water temperature and geographic location. Chris Donley of WDFW (personal communication)
confirmed that the Little Spokane River rainbow trout typically spawn in March and April, and that
there are also a fall spawning rainbow trout that has been stocked in the Little Spokane River. Most
rainbow trout reach maturity in three years, but depending upon growth rates, age of maturity can
range between one and five years. Successful spawning is highly dependent upon the presence of
running water, and lake populations rely upon tributaries for suitable spawning habitat. Females dig
redds and deposit between 200-9000 eggs, covering them with gravel for incubation. Up to 95% of
eggs are fertilized; however only 65-85% survive the incubation period, often as a result of high
levels of silt. Eggs hatch after approximately 50 days of incubation, when water temperatures reach
around 10 °C (50 °F). Following emergence, rainbow fry rear in pools and areas of low streamflow
velocity until they are large enough to withstand higher velocities typically associated with riffle
habitats.

Spokane Basin rainbow trout stock originated in the McCloud River near Mr. Shasta, California
(NWPPC, 2000). Redband trout (O. mykiss gairdneri) is a subspecies of rainbow trout
(O. mykiss). Resident populations of Columbia River redband trout are found throughout the
Columbia River basin east of the Cascades, including the Little Spokane River system. Karen
Divens with WDFW confirmed that redband trout spawn and rear at approximately the same time as
rainbow trout, therefore the instream flow needs assessment would also indirectly assess habitat needs
for redband trout (Appendix B, February 25, 2003 Minutes).

33 Habitat Suitability Criteria

Rainbow trout habitat suitability criteria were obtained from the Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife and Washington Department of Ecology publication entitled, “Instream Flow Study
Guidelines” (2003; Appendix C). The curves presented in this document are fallback curves for the
state of Washington, meaning that they are generalized habitat preference curves used when site-
specific habitat preference data is not available. Site-specific curves do not exist for rainbow trout in
the Little Spokane River, and these state fallback curves are the most recent and are considered the
best available science (Hal Beecher personal communication, November 6, 2002). These are
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Category III curves, implying that they are transferable to streams and conditions that may differ from
the streams where the curves were originally developed (Hal Beecher, personal communication,
November 6, 2002).

The state instream flow document discussed above does not include habitat preference criteria for
mountain whitefish and criteria of this type have not yet been developed for the State of Washington
(Hal Beecher personal communication, November 6, 2002). Therefore, regional depth and velocity
habitat suitability criteria developed at an expert workshop for use in Alberta were used for mountain
whitefish (Addley and others, unpublished report; Appendix C). Habitat suitability criteria developed
in an expert workshop for the Highwood River, Alberta (Clipperton and others, 2002) were used for
evaluation of mountain whitefish substrate suitability. The substrate suitability criteria were weighted
according to the protocols outlined in the document “Instream Flow Study Guidelines” produced by
WDFW and Ecology (1996). Approval of the use of the Alberta curves for the Little Spokane
instream flow assessment was provided by Hal Beecher (personal communication).

34 Study Site Selection

Study site selection occurred under the guidance of the WRIA 55 Planning Unit Instream Flow
Workgroup, and included input from representatives from WDFW, Ecology and Golder. The
decision making process included a field visit to a number of potential study sites as well as
suggestions from John Whalen with WDFW, who provided insight on the biota of the Little Spokane
River. Homogeneous reaches were determined from an elevation profile of the stream (Figure 3.2)
and the site visit. Study sites were selected on the basis of existing minimum instream flow control
points, fish habitat, cost per site relative to the chosen instream flow methodology, fish distribution
and use, hydrology, existing data, and site accessibility. A number of Planning Unit meetings and
Instream Flow Workgroup meetings were devoted to discussion of these criteria as they relate to the
selection of instream flow study sites. Ultimately, six sites were chosen for evaluation based upon the
criteria listed (Figure 3.3). Each of these sites and the associated decision making process is
discussed in greater detail below. Appendix B presents Planning Unit Meeting minutes and memos
documenting the selection of study sites.

Three of the study sites were selected as they are in close proximity to established minimum instream
flow compliance points, and were chosen primarily due to the fact that these compliance points were
initially established without regard to biological criteria. These sites include:

1. Little Spokane River at Pine River Park — flows below the USGS at Dartford
gage are anticipated to be relatively high. This reach is considered a critical
reach and warrants focus due to:

a. Its importance relative to fish habitat (e.g., this reach has the highest flow in
the basin and may provide the best fish habitat); and,

b. The use of the nearby gaging station in water rights enforcement.

2. Little Spokane River at Chattaroy — this site is considered relatively pristine
and warrants focus for purposes of maintaining the apparently high quality
habitat. This site was selected for assessment of the established minimum flow at
Chattaroy.

3. Little Spokane River at Elk Park — this site is considered relatively pristine and
warrants focus for purposes of maintaining the apparently high quality habitat.
This site was selected for its use in assessing the validity of the existing
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minimum flow at Elk, as well as the viability of managing new water rights
based on flow at this site.

The three other sites were chosen primarily on the basis of fish habitat related issues and the need to
address the role of tributaries in the provision of fish habitat. Spawning habitat is nearly absent on the
mainstem and is known to occur primarily in tributary streams (Appendix B, June 19, 2002 Minutes).
Jason McClellan (WDFW) described the Little Spokane River tributaries as thermal refugia for fish
during summer months, but there is little actual data on the numbers of fish entering tributaries
(Appendix B, June 19, 2002 Minutes). The three other tributary streams selected for analysis based
on fish habitat issues are:

4. Deadman Creek near mouth— this site is considered by WDFW to provide
valuable spawning and rearing habitat for key species.

5. Dragoon Creek near mouth — this site warrants focus due to the high degree of
land use, the anticipated high level of future land use, and associated 303(d)
listings. This creek has high nitrate concentrations (e.g., 6 mg/l) even during low
flow periods.

6. Otter Creek near mouth — this site is considered by WDFW to provide valuable
spawning and rearing habitat for key species. Additionally, there was an
observable decrease in flow when irrigation pumps were activated during a
WDFW survey.

35 Transect Site Selection

The six selected reaches were visited to identify appropriate cross-section locations for wetted
perimeter monitoring. One cross section was selected in a representative riffle area of each study site.
The precise location was chosen to take advantage of the best locally available conditions for stage
and discharge measurements. Additional considerations for site selection included: flow
confinement to a single channel; location relative to a confluence so that backwater effects were
avoided; accessibility for monitoring; and, streambank stability. Transects were chosen in riffle
habitat based on suitability for the wetted perimeter approach (not habitat approach) and on the basis
of site access.

3.6 Field Data Collection Procedures

A total of six field visits were made to each of the six selected study sites. During the initial field
visit in September 2002, transects and stations were established, and a low-flow measurement was
taken. Substrate and cover assessments were also completed during the initial site visit. Five
additional flow measurements were made in late fall 2002/winter 2003. The timing of these
measurements was based upon real-time streamflow conditions at the USGS Dartford Gage. Table 3-
1 provides a summary of the measured flows at each site, as well as the flows at the USGS Dartford
Gage during each of the six monitoring periods. Memos summarizing each of the six field visits are
provided in Appendix D. Photographs of each site during each of the six field visits are provided in
Appendix E

3.6.1 Criteria for Dispatching Field Crews

Flow monitoring was scheduled on the basis of real-time streamflow conditions at the USGS Dartford
Gage as well as weather forecasts for the region. Each field visit was scheduled to assess a different
range of low to high flows. Reanette Boese of Spokane County arranged access to streamside
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locations prior to each visit. Health and safety plans were distributed and signed by all participating
field crewmembers prior to commencement of field activities. Each field crew consisted of a
minimum of one Spokane County person and one Golder person, and often included more field
personnel depending upon scheduled activities.

3.6.2 Substrate and Vegetation Surveys

A minimum of twenty stations were established across each transect. During the initial survey,
substrate composition, the vertical velocity profile, and physical cover for each fish life stage were
recorded at each station across each transect. Vegetation (both aquatic and terrestrial) was also
assessed across each transect, as was a description of terrestrial vegetation at the high water mark. A
description of transect information from the vegetation line was recorded. Vegetation species, type,
condition, and cover was recorded for 10 feet upstream and downstream of each transect.

3.6.3 Velocity, Depth and Discharge Measurements

A minimum of 20 depth and velocity measurements were taken across each transect. Mean water
column velocity was determined at each vertical measurement point, using a Swoffer water velocity
meter. Discharge was determined following standard USGS methods. Additional vertical stations
were established such that no more than 10% of river flow occurred between any two points.

In high flow conditions, a high-flow sampling protocol was employed to obtain flows where
discharges exceeding 300 cfs, that involved a three-person crew and an inflatable raft with an

outboard motor.

3.6.4 Channel Morphology Measurements

When locating cross sections during the initial site visit, cross-sectional profiles of the transects were
surveyed at each the six study sites. Cross sections were surveyed using protocols similar to
Harrelson and others (1994), Kondolf and Micheli (1995), and Rosgen (1996). Two end points were
established at each cross-section location. Cross sections were oriented perpendicular to flow, from
the left terrace across the river to the right terrace. Each end of the cross section was permanently
marked for future measurements with a 2.5-foot long by '4 inch diameter rebar pin. The rebar was
driven flush into the ground with a sledgehammer, capped and marked. Each pin was documented for
location with GPS tools.

Cross sections were surveyed using a laser level and graduated rod with laser detector. A tagline
marked in one-foot increments was stretched across the channel between the two pins. The tagline
was zeroed on the left downstream bank headpin. Horizontal and vertical coordinates were then
obtained across the channel. Major topographic breaks were surveyed and a minimum of 20
measurements across the channel were made. In addition, the following features were noted for each
cross-section: left pin; left terrace; left edge of water; right edge of water; right terrace; and, right pin.
These features were also surveyed during the five subsequent flow monitoring periods to provide a
relationship between flow and water surface elevation.

Relative streambed elevations were surveyed across each transect at each slope break across each
transect. Vertical stations across each transect were established at each slope break, and each change
in substrate type. Spokane County surveyed the locations of the head pins to a horizontal accuracy of
+/- 1.0 foot, and a vertical accuracy of +/- 0.1 foot.
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3.7 Data processing procedures

Field data compiled during the initial visit at each transect included channel elevation data, substrate
composition, velocity breaks and other physical cover, vegetation data, horizontal station coordinates,
vertical or depth coordinates and mean water velocity data. All data were entered into individual
spreadsheets and channel elevations were plotted to create cross-sectional profiles for each of the six
transects. Discharge was calculated through input of horizontal and vertical coordinates and velocity
measurements.

During each subsequent flow monitoring visit, station, depth, velocity and elevation data were

collected entered into appropriate spreadsheets. Water surface elevation and associated flow were
plotted for each visit (Figures 3.4 through 3.9; Appendix D).
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4.0 ANALYSIS

The instream flow needs analysis was conducted using two different approaches: a Wetted Perimeter
evaluation; and, a limited habitat evaluation method using PHABSIM (Physical Habitat Simulation)
modeling. The Wetted Perimeter method is a hydraulic rating approach and is considered a standard
setting method, while the habitat evaluation using PHABSIM is considered an incremental approach
capable of evaluating different flow management alternatives (Annear and others, 2002).

4.1 Wetted Perimeter Analysis

The wetted perimeter for each transect was calculated using the surveyed bed profile and modeled
water surface elevations. A stage-discharge approach was used to model water surface elevations at
unmeasured discharges. PHABWin-2002, developed by Utah State University, is a Windows“-based
version of PHABSIM (Physical Habitat Simulation). The water surface modeling module within
PHABWIin-2002 (identical to IFG4 in PHABSIM) was used to conduct the stage-discharge regression
modeling. The basic premise of stage-discharge modeling is to define a relationship between the
water surface elevation (stage) and discharge, based on a log-linear regression of measured water
surface elevations at several different discharges (Hardy, 2002).

Water surface elevations were measured at six different discharges for each site; however, the
PHABWin-2002 software can only accommodate five sets of calibration data. A preliminary
evaluation of the stage-discharge data was conducted to identify any potential outliers and select the
five data points measured in the field that provided the best stage-discharge relationship. The field
data were entered into a spreadsheet and imported into PHABWin-2002. A visual assessment of the
bed profile and measured water surface elevations was conducted using the plotting options within
the PHASWin-2002 software to ensure the data were entered correctly. Any irregularities, such as
sharp jumps in the bed profile, were checked against the field notes to confirm data accuracy.

PHABWIin-2002 is not designed specifically for calculating the wetted perimeter at single transect. In
order to run the PHABWin-2002 model, at least two transects are required so that an area can be
defined between transects. For the purpose of the Wetted Perimeter analysis (and the PHABSIM
analysis described later), a second transect was created that mirrored the measured transect. The field
data defining the bed profile, water surface elevation, velocities, and substrate were simply copied
and inserted in the model at a location 1ft upstream of the first transect. This essentially created a
simulated stream segment with a length of 1ft.

The fact that both transects are identical and have the same water surface elevations is not a concern
for the hydraulic modeling because the stage-discharge model treats each transect independently. The
PHABWIin-2002 model has an option to model the weighted useable bed area (as opposed to the
weighted useable area of the water surface typically used for PHABSIM studies) that was used to
define the wetted perimeter. This is an option within the habitat model, and therefore the velocity
model and habitat models had to be run. To define the wetted perimeter, a habitat suitability curve
was created that had a suitability of 1.0 (i.e., optimal) for all depths, all velocities, and all substrate
types. When the habitat model is run to calculate the weighted useable bed area, the entire bed area
that is under water is defined as potentially useable habitat. With a distance of 1ft defined between
transects, the weighted useable bed area is also a measure of the wetted perimeter of each transect.
Because the result is displayed as an area per 1000 ft of stream, the result was simply divided by 1000
to give the final wetted perimeter value. The results were checked back against the data output files
produced during PHABWin-2002 modeling for confirmation.
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The Wetted Perimeter approach uses a graphical representation of the wetted perimeter plotted
against discharge to identify a breakpoint or change in slope in the plot to define the instream flow
recommendation. The method assumes that a breakpoint will be detectable and that the breakpoint
has biological relevance. In some instances, a statistical approach has been attempted to define the
change in slope on the wetted perimeter versus discharge curve to define the recommended instream
flow (Annear and Conder, 1983). A statistical approach to define the breakpoint requires multiple
transects across similar habitat types within each reach to be measured in order to perform even basic
statistics. This level of effort was not carried out for the Little Spokane River study and as a result,
defining the breakpoint was a subjective evaluation. The primary purpose for inclusion of the wetted
perimeter analysis in this study is to evaluate the correlation between results of the wetted perimeter
method and the PHABSIM analysis. Based on the resulting correlation, judgment may be made on
whether application of the less costly wetted perimeter approach in future instream flow studies is
appropriate.

4.2 PHABSIM Analysis

The PHABSIM group of models is one component of the Instream Flow Incremental Methodology
(IFIM) (Bovee 1982, Bovee and others, 1998). A PHABSIM analysis involves hydraulic modeling
(water surface modeling and velocity modeling) and habitat modeling to develop a relationship
between habitat availability and discharge for the selected species and life stages of interest. The
water surface modeling for the Little Spokane River followed the same protocols as defined in the
Wetted Perimeter approach outlined above.

The velocity modeling module within PHABWin-2002 (identical to the IFG4 program in PHABSIM)
was used to simulate velocity distributions across each transect. The measured velocity distribution
across each transect at the known discharge is used to calibrate the velocity model by solving
Manning’s equation. The IFG4 program then uses Manning’s equation to predict the velocity
distribution at unmeasured discharges [see Hardy (2002) for a detailed discussion of this procedure].
All model option defaults were used in running the velocity models. Once again, although an
identical transect was created to run the model as described above, the velocity model treats each
transect independently, so the mirrored transect 1ft upstream has no influence on the results of the
measured transect.

Separate velocity models were defined for low, medium and high discharges based on the range of
flows measured at each site. Within each velocity model, a single-velocity modeling approach was
used whereby the velocity profile from a single calibration discharge was used to model the velocities
for all discharges within that model. The range of flows to be simulated followed the “rule-of-thumb”
criteria of no less than 0.4 times the calibration discharge and no more than 2.5 times greater than the
calibration discharge. Using this range of flows for each of the low, medium and high discharge
models provided an overlap of simulated discharges between each velocity model to aid in merging
the results together for final analysis. The velocity modeling results were evaluated by reviewing the
velocity adjustment factor (VAF) at each simulated discharges. Milhous and others (1989) evaluate
VAF value ranges as:

e 0.9to 1.1 is considered good,;

e 0.85t00.9,and 1.1 to 1.15 is considered fair;
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e (.8t00.85,and 1.15 to 1.20 is considered marginal; and,

e Less than 0.8 and more than 1.2 is poor.

The hydraulic modeling results define the distribution of depths and velocities across each transect at
each simulated discharge. A substrate profile is defined directly from the field data and remains
constant at all simulated discharges. The next step in the PHABSIM analysis is to conduct the habitat
modeling using the results of the hydraulic modeling.

The habitat modeling module within PHABWin-2002 (identical to HABTAT from PHABSIM)
evaluates the suitability of habitat for each species and life stage of interest at each simulated
discharge for every point across each transect based on habitat suitability criteria. Habitat suitability
criteria (HSC) define ranges of depths, velocities and substrate types as either suitable, unsuitable, or
somewhere in between. With each different discharge that is simulated, the depths and velocities will
change and as a result, the potential suitability of the available habitat will also change. The
Washington state-wide HSC curves were used for rainbow trout (WDFW and Ecology, 1996) and
regional HSC curves developed at an expert workshop for use in Alberta were used for mountain
whitefish (Addley and others, unpublished report). The curve coordinates are provided in
Appendix C.

The typical product of PHABSIM modeling is a weighted useable area (WUA) curve that provides a
relationship between useable habitat and discharge for each species and life stage under investigation.
Each transect is divided into verticals based on the location of the depth and velocity measurements
taken in the field. FEach vertical has a calculated area depending on the distance between
measurements along the transect and the distance to the next adjacent transect. The area defined at
each vertical along the transect is referred to as a cell. For the Little Spokane River, the distance to
the next adjacent transect was always set as 1ft while the distance between measurement locations
along each transect varied according to a variety of factors such as stream width. Each cell has an
average depth, average velocity and a channel index (substrate or cover suitability) value for each
simulated discharge. The WUA of each individual cell is defined as the total area of the cell
multiplied by the combined habitat suitability factor for that cell at each simulated discharge. As an
example, if a cell has an area of 10 square feet and the simulated depth, velocity and channel index
had corresponding HSC values of 1.0, 0.9, and 0.8, respectively, the combined suitability for that cell
at that simulated discharge would be 0.72 (1.0*0.9*0.8 = 0.72). The WUA for that cell would
therefore be 7.2 square feet. As depths and velocities for each cell change with discharge, the habitat
suitability can also change. It is quite common to have depth as a limiting factor in a cell at low
discharges while velocities become limiting at high discharges. The final WUA for each simulated
discharge is the sum of the weighted useable areas for each cell with a standardized output reported as
square feet of habitat per 1000 feet of stream.

The approach used for the Little Spokane River Project was designed to evaluate the change in habitat
across a single transect with changes in discharge for six different reaches. The original study design
was focused on the selection of transects for a Wetted Perimeter approach. Extending the analysis to
conduct a PHABSIM evaluation was decided after all of the transects had been selected. The WUA
values are only representative of a single habitat type, typically a riffle habitat, chosen for its
suitability in a Wetted Perimeter approach and it may not be the most representative habitat type for
the reach. Riffle transects are, however, typically the most sensitive to changes in flow because of
their shallow nature, and also tend to be the most productive habitat types (where stream oxygenation
occurs, benthic invertebrate [bug] production is highest, and where many fish species spawn and egg
incubation occurs). It is for this reason that riffle habitat types are most often used in the Wetted
Perimeter approach.

122903cpl.doc



December 2003 -21- 013-1372.2400

The WUA curves produced from the habitat modeling for the Little Spokane River Project are
effectively the weighted useable width (WUW) of each transect. The WUA curves were divided by
1,000 to transform the WUA result (reported as ft*/1,000 ft) to a measure of the WUW across the
transect on which the analysis was based. Each WUW curve was also normalized by dividing each
value in the WUW curve by the maximum value in the curve to provide a result with a value range
between zero and one. This allows for easier comparison between life stages without losing any
information on how habitat changes with discharge for each life stage.

As is typical in PHABSIM modeling using a single velocity approach, the transition between the low,
medium and high velocity models is not always smooth, and may result in jumps in the WUA/WUW
curve between these transition discharges. A sliding weighted average was calculated using
overlapping discharges from the low to medium flow model and from the medium to high flow model
to smooth the transition of results between flow models. Weighting the lowest overlapping discharge
in favor of the lower flow model and adjusting the weighting at each successive point until the final
discharge is weighted in favor of the higher flow model accomplish this. The weighting factors used
varied depending on the number of overlapping discharges. At a minimum, the calculation included
three overlapping discharges with a weighting factor of 0.75/0.25, 0.5/0.5, and 0.25/0.75.
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5.0 RESULTS

The results from each of the approaches were compared to the existing minimum instream flows
defined in Chapter 173-555 WAC. The existing minimum instream flows were originally defined
using a standard office approach based on a flow duration curve analysis. To conduct the evaluation
of existing instream flow criteria on the Little Spokane River, these criteria were initially compared to
the results of the Wetted Perimeter analysis. As the results of the Wetted Perimeter analysis were
generally inconclusive, the WUW curves were used to define the habitat available at the existing
minimum instream flow, the habitat corresponding to the Wetted Perimeter results, and the habitat
corresponding to the local hydrology using the weekly 10%, 50%, and 90% flow duration statistics.
For Dragoon Creek, Deadman Creek, and Otter Creek, an existing minimum instream flow value and
long-term hydrology were not available. The evaluation of instream flows for these sites was based
on a general assessment of the WUW curves, and a comparison to any existing hydrological
information.

5.1 Wetted Perimeter Analysis

Wetted perimeters were defined for each site from field measurements of the bed profile and
simulated water surface elevations using a stage-discharge regression (Figures 5.1 through 5.6). The
slope of the wetted perimeter versus discharge relationship between adjacent discharge measurement
points was also plotted to assist in defining the breakpoints on the plot. The definition of the
breakpoint remained subjective as many of the sites exhibited a gradually changing slope rather than
an obvious break in the slope. Table 5-1 summarizes the breakpoints defined for each site. In some
cases, several breakpoints could be identified, but for the reasons provided in Section 6, a single
Wetted Perimeter value is identified for evaluation with the habitat results.

A common criticism of the Wetted Perimeter method is the subjectivity in selecting a breakpoint in
the plot of wetted perimeter versus discharge. The Little Spokane River at Elk and Deadman Creek
exhibited fairly noticeable breakpoints while the sites at Pine River Park, Chattaroy, and Dragoon
Creek were much more subtle, exhibiting relatively steady changes in the slope rather than a distinct
breakpoint. The Otter Creek site showed a break in the slope; however, the pattern of changing slope
then reversed itself. The clear breakpoint on Otter Creek occurs over a range of flows associated with
a small terrace on one bank that appears to be higher than the typical base flows in the creek. No
clear breakpoint is apparent at lower flows on Otter Creek.

5.2 PHABSIM Habitat Flow Relationships

The habitat-discharge relationship for each site was initially output from the PHABWin-2002 model
as a weighted useable area (WUA) curve. The Little Spokane River study was designed to evaluate
the weighted useable width (WUW) of a single transect. To properly represent the WUW of the
transect, the final WUA, reported as ft*/1,000 ft of stream was divided by 1,000 to show the
representative amount of habitat available across the transect.

5.2.1 Little Spokane River at Pine River Park

The measured discharges and water surface elevations for the Pine River Park site are shown in Table
5-2. This table also shows the calibration flow for the low, medium, and high flow models, the range
of simulated discharges used for each model, and a comparison of the measured and predicted water
surface elevations. The final range of flows modeled was from 50 cfs to 875 cfs. The measured
water surface elevation provided in Table 5-2 is the average value from the measured water surface
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elevations at the left and right bank. The water surface elevation at 106.1 was selected as the left
bank value rather than the average due to the large difference in measured values and the better fit in
the stage-discharge rating curve of the 96.34 ft value. Two separate linear stage-discharge
regressions were used to model water surface elevations at the Pine River Park site. All modeled
flows less than or equal to 325 cfs used the 106.1 cfs, 119.5 cfs, and 300.9 cfs discharges to develop
the stage-discharge regression. At modeled flows greater than 325 cfs, the 300.9 cfs, 549.4 cfs, and
868.1 cfs discharges were used to develop the stage-discharge regression.

The calibration details for the velocity model along with a graphical representation of the velocity
model performance at simulated discharges are provided in Appendix F. No extreme velocities were
observed at the simulated discharges and the velocity adjustment factors were all within the expected
range of 0.8-1.2 as defined by Milhous and others (1989). The velocity adjustment factors for each
simulated discharge are provided in Appendix F.

A sliding weighted average was calculated using overlapping discharges from the low- to medium-
flow model and from the medium- to high-flow model to smooth the transition of results between
flow models. The overlapping discharge ranges at the Pine River Park site were 160 cfs to 240 cfs
with nine overlapping discharges for the low-flow to medium-flow transition, and 400 cfs to 600 cfs
with nine overlapping discharges for the medium-flow to high-flow transition. The final WUW
curves for the Pine River Park site are shown in Figures 5.7a and 5.7b.

The rainbow trout spawning habitat suitability criteria have a very narrow range of depths that are
identified as suitable for spawning use. As a result, the WUW curves for rainbow trout spawning also
tend to be very narrow, and for the Pine River Park site, also peaks at a relatively low discharge of 70
cfs. It is important to note that the habitat suitability criteria for rainbow trout spawning were
developed using data from streams in which depths rarely reached 2 feet. WDFW is currently in the
process of developing a scale-independent spawning habitat suitability model to account for
mesohabitat rather than just depth alone as a habitat determinant (Hal Beecher personal
communication, June 9, 2003).

As is common with PHABSIM analysis, the fry life stages also tend to indicate that the most
available habitat occurs at relatively low discharges. This is a result of the fry habitat suitability
criteria defining a preference for shallow, slow habitat, which is often maximized when there is very
little water in the stream. Conditional criteria can be used to correct this issue by only accounting for
suitable habitat at a specified distance from the bank of a river; however, these data were not
available from the statewide habitat suitability criteria curves and is also not a modeling option within
PHABWin-2002.

In contrast, the rainbow trout and mountain whitefish juvenile and adult WUW curves have a broader
range of discharges that provide useable habitat, although the amount of habitat available is much
greater for mountain whitefish than it is for rainbow trout (Figures 5.7a-b). This is a result of a
broader range of suitable depths and velocities defined for mountain whitefish.

As an additional piece of information, the effect of substrate on modeled mountain whitefish habitat
availability was also evaluated (Figures 5.8a and 5.8b). The habitat for mountain whitefish was
modeled with and without substrate suitability criteria at every site. Figure 5.8b show the normalized
results of this comparison for the Little Spokane River at Pine River Park site. Although the total
amount of habitat is different, the general shape of the WUW curves are very similar up to the peak of
the curve and differ slightly at higher flows when the curves are normalized. This indicates that
mountain whitefish are not very sensitive to the type of substrate available and select habitat based
primarily on the depth and velocity conditions. Similar results were observed for all sites and are
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presented in Appendix G. All modeling results presented in Section 5 of this report are computed by
including substrate preference criteria for all mountain whitefish life stages.

5.2.2 Little Spokane River at Chattaroy

The measured discharges and water surface elevations for the Chattaroy site are shown in Table 5-3.
This table also shows the calibration flow for the low, medium, high and very high flow models, the
range of simulated discharges used for each model, and a comparison of the measured and predicted
water surface elevations. The final range of flows modeled was from 30 cfs to 525 cfs. The
measured water surface elevations provided in Table 5-3 are the average values from the measured
water surface elevations at the left and right bank. Two separate linear stage-discharge regressions
were used to model water surface elevations at the Chattaroy site. All flows less than or equal to 300
cfs used the 68.7 cfs, 188.9 cfs, and 312 cfs discharges to develop the stage-discharge regression. At
flows greater than 300 cfs, the 312 cfs and 509.2 cfs discharges were used to develop the stage-
discharge regression.

The calibration details for the velocity model along with a graphical representation of the velocity
model performance at simulated discharges are provided in Appendix F. No extreme velocities were
observed at the simulated discharges and the velocity adjustment factors were all within the expected
range of 0.8-1.2, as defined by Milhous and others (1989). The velocity adjustment factors for each
simulated discharge are provided in Appendix F.

A sliding weighted average was calculated using overlapping discharges from the low- to medium-
flow model, from the medium- to high-flow model, and from the high- to very high flow-model to
smooth the transition of results between flow models. The overlapping discharge ranges at the
Chattaroy site were 100 cfs to 120 cfs with three overlapping discharges from the low- to medium-
flow model, 200 cfs to 250 cfs with three overlapping discharges from the medium- to high-flow
model, and 300 cfs to 350 cfs with three overlapping discharges from the high-flow to very high-flow
model. The final WUW curves for the Chattaroy site are shown in Figures 5.9a and 5.9b.

Similar to the Pine River Park site, the results indicate that in general there is much more useable
habitat for mountain whitefish than rainbow trout at the Chattaroy site. Due to the placement of the
transect across a riffle, the resulting available habitat will favor life stages that can use faster water
such as mountain whitefish. Velocities are suitable for rainbow trout spawning up to about 150 cfs, at
which point the velocity becomes the main limiting factor. The depth criteria for rainbow trout
spawning are very narrow and indicate a preference for relatively shallow water, however WDFW is
in the process of developing a model to account for mesohabitat rather than just depth alone as a
habitat determinant (Hal Beecher personal communication, June 9, 2003). The depth across the
transect becomes deeper than the optimum spawning depth at flows greater than 120 cfs.

The rainbow trout juvenile/adult habitat preference criteria indicate a very narrow range of suitable
velocities. The velocities across the transect exceed the optimum velocities even at the lowest
simulated discharge. The depth is also limiting at this low discharge. As the discharge increases, the
depths gradually become more suitable for rainbow trout while the velocities become less suitable.
At flows greater than about 200 cfs, high velocities become the primary limiting habitat factor for
rainbow trout juvenile/adult life stages.

A similar WUW pattern for both species of fry is observed at the Chattaroy site, indicating the most
suitable habitat for these life stages is available during low flow conditions. The mountain whitefish
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juvenile, adult and spawning WUW curves are all very similar with peaks in the range of 150 to
175 cfs. The WUW curves are broader than the rainbow trout curves, and the higher levels of useable
habitat are sustained as flows increase up to the highest simulated discharge.

The water surface modeling indicates that flows greater than about 375 cfs begin to spill out of the
main channel and onto the floodplain. This is evident from the field results taken at 509.2 cfs that
show water level above bankfull. This can also be seen in the WUW curves that show an increase in
habitat for some life stages beginning at about 375 cfs (Figures 5.9a and 5.9b).

5.2.3 Little Spokane River at Elk

The measured discharges and water surface elevations for the Elk site are shown in Table 5-4. This
table also shows the calibration flow for the low- and medium-flow models, the range of simulated
discharges used for each model, and a comparison of the measured and predicted water surface
elevations. A high flow calibration discharge was not available during the field data collection
program. The final range of flows modeled was from 22 cfs to 90 cfs. The measured water surface
elevations provided in Table 5-4 are the average values from the measured water surface elevations at
the left and right bank. A single linear stage-discharge regression using all five measured discharges
was used to model water surface elevations at the Elk site.

The calibration details for the velocity model along with a graphical representation of the velocity
model performance at simulated discharges are provided in Appendix F. No extreme velocities were
observed at the simulated discharges and the velocity adjustment factors were within the expected
range of 0.8-1.2 as defined by Milhous and others (1989). The velocity adjustment factors for each
simulated discharge are provided in Appendix F.

A sliding weighted average was calculated using overlapping discharges from the low- to medium-
flow model to smooth the transition between models in the WUW curve. The overlapping discharge
range at the Elk site was 30 cfs to 46 cfs with nine overlapping discharges from the low-flow to
medium-flow model. The final WUW curves for the Elk site are shown in Figures 5.10a and 5.10b.

The substrate at the Elk site was predominantly large cobble, small boulder and sand. The habitat
preference criteria for rainbow trout spawning and mountain whitefish spawning/incubation indicate
zero suitability for these categories of substrate. Because rainbow trout build redds for spawning,
these results may be reasonable for the transect selected. This result should not be interpreted that
rainbow trout spawning does not occur at all within this stream segment; however, suitable rainbow
trout spawning habitat was not predicted to occur on the selected transect.

The result for mountain whitefish spawning also initially indicated no available habitat for this life
stage at this transect. The substrate coding system used for the Little Spokane River study follows
that of WDFW and Ecology (1996). In the coding system, a dominant and subdominant substrate
category is identified and coded. At the Elk site, this resulted in either a code indicating sand as
dominant with large cobble or boulder as subdominant, or the reverse situation. In some cells,
however, there can be upwards of 30% to 40% of the cell covered with all sizes of gravel and small
cobble. Although none of the individual substrate categories was dominant or even sub-dominant, in
combination, these substrate types can provide some suitable habitat for mountain whitefish spawning
and egg incubation because mountain whitefish are broadcast spawners. As a result, a new transect
profile was created for mountain whitefish spawning to capture the fact that suitable spawning
substrate was available and to allow for an evaluation of this life stage.
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The results for the Little Spokane River at the Elk site are similar to the other sites on the Little
Spokane River. Rainbow trout juvenile/adult habitat is limited by high velocities across most of the
transect at discharges as low as 30 cfs while shallow depths are limiting across all simulated
discharges. This is a result of transect placement across riffle habitat. The mountain whitefish WUW
curves tend to be much broader across the entire range of simulated discharges relative to the site
further downstream. One primary difference between the Elk site and the downstream site is that the
relative habitat for each life stage remains reasonably high, rarely dropping below 50% of the
optimum WUW at all simulated discharges. This may be due, in part, to the narrower range of
simulated discharges at the Elk site compared to the downstream sites, but also indicates that the
habitat remains relatively constant over all simulated discharges.

5.2.4 Dragoon Creek

The measured discharges and water surface elevations for the Dragoon Creek site are shown in
Table 5-5. This table also shows the calibration flow for the low, medium, high and very high flow
models, the range of simulated discharges used for each model, and a comparison of the measured
and predicted water surface elevations. The range of flows modeled was from 10 cfs to 175 cfs. The
measured water surface elevations provided in Table 5-5 are the average values from the measured
water surface elevations at the left and right bank. A single linear stage-discharge regression using all
five measured discharges was used to model water surface elevations at the Dragoon Creek site.

The calibration details for the velocity model along with a graphical representation of the velocity
model performance at simulated discharges are provided in Appendix F. No extreme velocities were
observed at the simulated discharges and the velocity adjustment factors were within the expected
range of 0.8-1.2, as defined by Milhous and others (1989). There were some velocity adjustment
factors that were outside of the guidelines in the transition flow ranges between the low- and medium-
flow models and the medium- to high-flow models. The velocity adjustment factors were also below
the guideline at several of the lowest simulated discharges; however, the simulated depths and
velocities are reasonable in all of these cases. The velocity adjustment factors for each simulated
discharge are provided in Appendix F.

A sliding weighted average was calculated using overlapping discharges from the low- to medium-
flow model, from the medium- to high-flow model, and from the high- to very high-flow model to
smooth the transition of results between flow models. The overlapping discharge ranges at the
Dragoon Creek site were 26 cfs to 35 cfs with five overlapping discharges from the low- to medium-
flow model and 85 cfs to 95 cfs with three overlapping discharges from medium- to high-flow model.

The rainbow trout spawning habitat availability relationship was also adjusted at the Dragoon Creek
site due to a bimodal pattern in the WUW curve in the lower flow ranges that did not appear to be
associated with any change in channel form. The rainbow trout spawning WUW curve was adjusted
by applying a linear interpolation between 18 cfs and 35 cfs (Figures 5.11a and 5.11b).

Similar to the study sites on the Little Spokane River, the results for Dragoon Creek indicate that
there is relatively little rainbow trout habitat relative to the amount of mountain whitefish habitat.
This is once again likely due to the placement of the transect in riffle habitat that will show a
preference for species that can tolerate higher velocities, as well as the narrow suitability ranges of the
rainbow trout habitat suitability criteria. As noted above, the depth criteria for rainbow trout
spawning were developed in shallow streams and therefore indicate a preference for relatively
shallow water, however WDFW is in the process of developing a model to account for mesohabitat
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rather than just depth alone as a habitat determinant (Hal Beecher personal communication, June 9,
2003).

The mountain whitefish curves for the juvenile, adult and spawning life stages are broad, with steady
increases in habitat occurring to approximately 50 cfs, at which point the habitat gains begin to level
off and the useable habitat remains high up to the highest simulated discharge. The fry life stages of
both species show the typical pattern with the peak amount of habitat indicated at a relatively low
discharge, although the mountain whitefish fry curve indicates habitat remains relatively high over
the higher range of simulated discharge as well.

5.2.5 Deadman Creek

The measured discharges and water surface elevations for the Deadman Creek site are shown in Table
5-6. This table also shows the calibration flow for the very low-, low-, medium-, high- and very high-
flow models, the range of simulated discharges used for each model, and a comparison of the
measured and predicted water surface elevations. The final range of flows modeled was from 3 cfs to
200 cfs. The measured water surface elevations provided in Table 5-6 are the average values from
the measured water surface elevations at the left and right bank. The left bank water surface elevation
of 95.81 at a discharge of 8.2 cfs was selected as it provided a better fit in the stage-discharge
regression. Two separate linear stage-discharge regressions were used to model water surface
elevations at the Deadman Creek site. All models except the very high-flow model used the 5.5 cfs,
8.2 cfs, 24.4 cfs, and 98.6 cfs discharges to develop the stage-discharge regression. The very high-
flow model used the 24.4 cfs, 98.6 cfs and 152.0 cfs discharges to develop the stage-discharge
regression at the Deadman Creek site.

The calibration details for the velocity model and a graphical representation of the velocity model
performance at simulated discharges are provided in Appendix F. No extreme velocities were
observed at the simulated discharges and the velocity adjustment factors were all within the expected
range of 0.8-1.2, as defined by Milhous and others (1989). There were some velocity adjustment
factors that were outside of the guideline ranges in the transition flow ranges between the low- and
medium-flow models and the medium- and high-flow models; however, the simulated depths and
velocities are reasonable in all of these cases. The velocity adjustment factors for each simulated
discharge are provided in Appendix F.

A sliding weighted average was calculated using overlapping discharges to smooth the transition of
results between flow models. The overlapping discharge ranges at the Deadman Creek site were 5 cfs
— 8 cfs with four overlapping discharges from the very low- to low-flow model, 12 cfs to 15 cfs with
four overlapping discharges from the low- to medium-flow models, 50 cfs to 60 cfs with three
overlapping discharges from the medium- to high-flow models, and 100 cfs to 120 cfs with four
overlapping discharges from the high- to very high-flow models. The final WUW curves for the
Deadman Creek site are shown in Figures 5.12a and 5.12b.

The pattern in the difference in the amount of available habitat between species is again apparent at
the Deadman Creek site. The juvenile, adult and spawning life stages of both species do exhibit a
similar pattern of sharp habitat gains up to about 25 cfs. The habitat for these three life stages of
mountain whitefish remains relatively high with increased discharge over the simulated range of
flows, while the rainbow trout habitat availability curves begin to decline at flows of approximately
75 cfs. The fry life stages of both species show the same pattern as other sites, with peak habitat
indicated at relatively low flows compared to the other life stages. The rainbow trout fry curve drops
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off dramatically by 25 cfs, while the mountain whitefish fry have a broader range of flows that has a
steady decline in habitat until about 100 cfs.

The photographs from the field visit at 152 cfs (Appendix E) clearly show that the water level was
near the bankfull stage. The modeled water surface elevations and the elevation of the permanent
vegetation show a change in the channel form at around 100 cfs to 120 cfs, although the bankfull
stage is higher at approximately 320 cfs. Several of the WUW curves show a distinct change in slope
at flows where the change in the channel profile occurs above 100 cfs. Even at these higher
discharges, the velocities across the transect are not limiting to mountain whitefish juveniles and
adults for the Deadman Creek site.

5.2.6 Otter Creek

The measured discharges and water surface elevations for the Otter Creek site are shown in Table 5-7.
This table also shows the calibration flow for the low- and medium-flow models, the range of
simulated discharges used for each model, and a comparison of the measured and predicted water
surface elevations. A high flow calibration discharge was not available during the field data
collection program. The final range of flows modeled was from 2.0 cfs to 25 cfs. The measured
water surface elevations provided in Table 5-7 are the average values from the measured water
surface elevations at the left and right bank. A single linear stage-discharge regression using all four
measured discharges was used to model water surface elevations at the Otter Creek site.

The calibration details for the velocity model and a graphical representation of the velocity model
performance at simulated discharges are provided in Appendix F. No extreme velocities were
observed at the simulated discharges and the velocity adjustment factors were within the expected
range of 0.8-1.2, as defined by Milhous and others (1989). The velocity adjustment factors for each
simulated discharge are provided in Appendix F.

A sliding weighted average was calculated to smooth the transition between models in the WUW
curve. The overlapping discharge ranges at the Otter Creek site were 7 cfs to 9 cfs with three
overlapping discharges from the low-flow to medium-flow model. The final WUW curves for the
Otter Creek site are shown in Figures 5.13a and 5.13b.

The WUW curves differ from the other sites in the Little Spokane River study. The curves for
rainbow trout and mountain whitefish fry are relatively flat across all of the simulated discharges.
The total amount of available habitat for mountain whitefish fry is actually the highest among all of
the life stages, indicating that the velocities were relatively slow and little deep-water habitat was
available over the range of simulated discharges. Rainbow trout and mountain whitefish juvenile and
adult life stages show a steady increase in the amount of available habitat up to the highest simulated
discharge. This is also an indication that velocities remain low across all discharges and the habitat
becomes more suitable as depth increases. However, the absolute amount of either rainbow trout or
mountain whitefish habitat at the Otter Creek site (WUA less than 2 ft) was substantially less than all
the other sites investigated in the Little Spokane River study.

Similar to the Little Spokane River at Elk, there was no suitable habitat represented across the
selected transect for rainbow trout and mountain whitefish spawning. The limiting habitat factor for
spawning was substrate. However, unlike the Elk site that had large cobbles and boulders as a
dominant substrate category, the substrate at the Otter Creek transect was mostly silt and sand. The
placement of the transect for the current study may or may not be representative of the entire Otter
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Creek reach and the results from this analysis do not imply that other suitable spawning locations in
Otter Creek are not available.
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6.0 DISCUSSION
6.1 Evaluation of Existing Minimum Instream Flows

The focus of the Little Spokane River Instream Flow Needs Study was to evaluate the biological
relevance of existing minimum instream flows. The existing minimum instream flows are compared
against the flow values derived using the Wetted Perimeter method. The available habitat, based on
the weighted useable width curves presented in Section 5, is calculated for the current minimum
instream flows, the Wetted Perimeter flow, and for the 90%, 50%, and 10% weekly exceedance flows
for the sites with available hydrology. Comparing the WUW results against the available hydrology
ensures that the recommended instream flows are appropriate in terms of the range of flows
seasonally available for each reach. In conjunction with ensuring that appropriate seasonal flows are
evaluated, the habitat evaluation should also account for any seasonal changes in fish presence or life
cycle activities. A species periodicity table was developed in consultation with WDFW to determine
the timing of rainbow trout and mountain whitefish spawning to be used for habitat evaluations
(Table 6-1).

The spawning life stage is also representative of egg incubation because the habitat suitability curves
for spawning are developed by measuring redd locations for rainbow trout or by the presence of eggs
for mountain whitefish. During the spawning period, the adult life stage is typically not evaluated in
conjunction with the spawning life stage due to behavioral changes in the adult fish. Although adult
rainbow trout would not usually be evaluated during the spawning period, rainbow trout juveniles and
adults have a joint habitat suitability curve and as juveniles are present year-round, the analysis is
completed for the entire year. The fry life stage is considered to be present year-round because this
life stage covers the time from emergence through to the end of the first year.

Although fry, juvenile and adult life stages are assumed to be present year round, the habitat
suitability curves for these life stages are not based on winter observations. Behavioral changes have
been documented during winter periods associated with reduced water temperatures and ice cover
(Golder, 1997). In general, it would appear that fish select winter habitats with low velocity, greater
depth, and good daytime cover (Cunjak, 1996). Because winter habitat suitability curves are not
currently available, the winter period was evaluated using the available habitat suitability curves.
However, the potential limitations of this approach should be recognized when considering the results
of the WUW analysis. This limitation would not apply to the existing minimum instream flows that
are based on flow statistics, or the Wetted Perimeter analysis that is based on channel morphology.

The data analysis presented in the report focused on several key life stages, although the results and
data analysis for each life stage are presented in Appendix H. The mountain whitefish adult life stage
was used to represent the life stages that had WUW curve peaks at a higher range of flows, while the
rainbow trout juvenile/adult life stage represents life stages with a low to moderate flow peak. Both
spawning life stages are presented, with mountain whitefish spawning representing the higher flow
range of WUW curves and rainbow trout spawning representing the lower flow range of WUW
curves. The flow needs for the fry life stage for both species require much lower flows than the other
life stages, which were evaluated and presented in Appendix H, but are not presented in the main
report to reduce the complexity of the data analysis.

6.1.1 Little Spokane River at Pine River Park

The existing minimum instream flows for the Little Spokane River at Dartford, and the hydrology
from the USGS gage at Dartford were used to evaluate the results of the downstream Pine River Park
site. The WUW curves for the Pine River Park site peaked at a flow as low as 50 cfs to 70 cfs for
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rainbow trout and mountain whitefish fry and rainbow trout spawning life stages, and as high as
190 cfs to 290 cfs for juvenile and adult life stages for both species and for mountain whitefish
spawning.

Table 6-2 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Pine River Park for
rainbow trout juvenile and adult life stages associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF),
weekly flow statistics (10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP).
The habitat values are normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based
on the peak of the WU curve. The results for rainbow trout juvenile/adult (Table 6-2) show that the
current minimum instream flows provide very good habitat conditions throughout the year ranging
from 82% to 100% of the optimum habitat conditions. The existing minimum instream flow provides
seasonally appropriate habitat conditions (i.e., mimic the natural hydrograph) that are very similar to
the habitat available at the 50% exceedance flow during the lower flow months and similar to the
90% exceedance flow during the wetter months. The flow derived from the Wetted Perimeter method
provides a very high habitat condition throughout the year for rainbow trout juvenile/adult; however,
it is a single minimum flow and therefore does not provide any seasonal variability. The Wetted
Perimeter flow is close to the 10% exceedance flow from August through October, which means that
in general, this flow would only be present under conditions about 10% of the time (i.e., about one
year in ten). The existing minimum flows provides similar average habitat conditions as the Wetted
Perimeter on an annual basis, but provides seasonal flow variability, and specifies a minimum flow
that is always less than average flow conditions (i.e., 50% exceedance flow) throughout the year.

Table 6-3 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Pine River Park for the
rainbow trout spawning life stage associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly flow
statistics (10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The habitat
values are normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the peak
of the WUW curve. The rainbow trout spawning habitat results shown in Table 6-3 reveal this life
stage exhibits the lowest habitat availability of the life stages evaluated at the Pine River Park site.
The small amount of habitat availability is a result of the peak of the WUW spawning curve for
rainbow trout at 70 cfs. Because rainbow trout spawning occurs in two of the wettest months of the
year, it would appear that either the selected transect is not representative of spawning habitat in the
Pine River Park Reach, or that there is no available spawning habitat for rainbow trout in this reach,
or that the habitat suitability criteria used in the analysis are not suitable for this location. The best
result for rainbow trout spawning is provided by the Wetted Perimeter flow, although even that flow
provides relatively poor habitat conditions. As discussed earlier, the Wetted Perimeter result does not
account for the seasonal variability in the flow regime and recommends flows below the 90%
exceedance flow.

Table 6-4 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Pine River Park for
mountain whitefish adult life stage associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly flow
statistics (10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The habitat
values are normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the peak
of the WU curve. Mountain whitefish adult appear to be the most sensitive species in terms of
seasonal changes in habitat, with the existing minimum instream flows providing habitat in the range
of 60% of optimum during July and August and up to near optimum conditions in March and April
(Table 6-4). For the most part, the habitat available at the existing minimum instream flows is
comparable to the habitat available at the 50% exceedance flow, which can be considered to be
average or typical habitat conditions. The only exception would be for the months of June and July,
where the existing minimum instream flow habitat values are substantially lower than the 50% flow
exceedance habitat for mountain whitefish adult.
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Table 6-5 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Pine River Park for the
mountain whitefish spawning life stage associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly
flow statistics (10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The
habitat values are normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the
peak of the WUW curve. The mountain whitefish spawning results indicate very good habitat
conditions for the current minimum instream flows as well as the Wetted Perimeter flows (Table 6-5).
The 50% exceedance flow provides near optimal habitat conditions for mountain whitefish spawning,
however, the gain in habitat is marginal compared to the current minimum flows or the Wetted
Perimeter flows.

Overall, the current minimum instream flows provide good habitat protection for most life stages
throughout the year and also produces a desirable seasonally variable flow regime. The Wetted
Perimeter flows often provide very good habitat conditions; however the Wetted Perimeter flow is
derived from a fairly subtle breakpoint in the wetted perimeter versus discharge plot (Figure 5.1),
which is considered the best available choice using the Wetted Perimeter method. Switching to the
Wetted Perimeter flow during June and July would result in good habitat improvements for rainbow
trout and mountain whitefish adults. Similarly, using the Wetted Perimeter during December and
January would result in marginal habitat improvements for mountain whitefish spawning.

6.1.2 Little Spokane River at Chattaroy

The existing minimum instream flows for the Little Spokane River at Chattaroy, and the hydrology
from the USGS gage at Chattaroy were used to evaluate the results of the Chattaroy site. The WUW
curves for the Chattaroy site peaked at a flow as low as 30 to 60 cfs for rainbow trout and mountain
whitefish fry and rainbow trout spawning life stages, and as high as 130 to 175 cfs for the juvenile
and adult life stages of both species and for mountain whitefish spawning.

Table 6-6 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Chattaroy for rainbow
trout juvenile and adult life stages associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly flow
statistics (10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The habitat
values are normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the peak
of the WU curve. The results for rainbow trout juvenile/adult (Table 6-6) indicate the existing
minimum instream flows provide very good habitat conditions for March through May, reasonably
good habitat conditions for October though February and June, and marginal habitat conditions from
July through September. At all times of the year, the current minimum flows provide better habitat
conditions than the Wetted Perimeter flow. Although the habitat conditions are lower overall at the
Chattaroy site compared to the Pine River Park site, the existing minimum flows appear seasonally
appropriate in most cases. The exception to this pattern occurs during June, July, and into August
when the available habitat at the existing minimum flows is much lower than the habitat available at
the 50% exceedance flow, which is considered the typical condition for that time of year. The
available habitat between December and mid-February is also well below the habitat available at the
50% exceedance flow value. However it should be noted that there is some uncertainty associated
with the winter habitat evaluation due to a lack of winter habitat suitability data. Increasing the
existing minimum flow may be warranted for during June through early August. The Wetted
Perimeter flow is not a good alternative at the Chattaroy site.

Table 6-7 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Chattaroy for the rainbow
trout spawning life stage associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly flow statistics
(10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The habitat values are
normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the peak of the
WUW curve. The habitat for rainbow trout spawning is poorly matched with the hydrology of the

122903cpl.doc



December 2003 -33- 013-1372.2400

Chattaroy site during the spawning period, as indicated by zero or very minimal habitat availability at
the existing minimum instream flows and for each of the hydrological statistics (Table 6-7). The
Wetted Perimeter flow indicates excellent rainbow trout spawning conditions; however, the flow is
not seasonally appropriate because it is less than half of the 90% exceedance flows. It would once
again appear that either the selected transect is not representative of spawning habitat in this reach or
that the spawning habitat criteria are not suitable for this location, or both.

Table 6-8 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Chattaroy for the mountain
whitefish adult life stages associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly flow statistics
(10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The habitat values are
normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the peak of the WU
curve. The results for mountain whitefish adult habitat availability at the Chattaroy site indicate the
existing minimum instream flows provide very good habitat conditions for March through May,
reasonably good habitat conditions from October though February and June, and marginal habitat
conditions from July through September (Table 6-8). At all times of the year, the current minimum
flows provide better habitat conditions than the Wetted Perimeter flow. The seasonal pattern of
habitat availability for mountain whitefish adult is very similar to that discussed previously for
rainbow trout juvenile/adult. As with rainbow trout, the available habitat for mountain whitefish
adult during June and July under the existing minimum flows is much lower than the 50% exceedance
flow habitat condition. The limitation with the winter habitat evaluation previously identified for
rainbow trout is also a concern for mountain whitefish. Increasing the existing minimum flow may be
warranted for June and July. The Wetted Perimeter flow is not a good alternative at the Chattaroy
site.

Table 6-9 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Chattaroy for the mountain
whitefish spawning life stage associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly flow
statistics (10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The habitat
values are normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the peak
of the WUW curve. The mountain whitefish spawning habitat provided by the existing minimum
instream flows is reasonably good and is similar to the habitat available at the 90% exceedance flow
(Table 6-9). The Wetted Perimeter flow produces the worst habitat conditions for mountain whitefish
spawning and should not be used to adjust the minimum flow at this site. Improvement to the
minimum flow is possible for this time period to bring the habitat conditions closer to those available
at the 50% exceedance flow.

The existing minimum instream flows at the Chattaroy site on the Little Spokane River appear to be
reasonable during most of the year for most life stages. Increases to the minimum flows during June
and July could, however, result in substantial habitat gains for rainbow trout and mountain whitefish
juvenile and adult life stages during these months. Increases in the minimum flow during December
and January can improve mountain whitefish spawning, but the potential for habitat improvement is
less relative to the potential gains during June and July.

The flow recommendation based on the Wetted Perimeter method generally provides poor habitat
conditions for most life stages except for the fry of both species, and rainbow trout spawning. The
wetted perimeter versus discharge plot did not produce an obvious breakpoint and although the
resulting flow recommendation is believed to be the best choice possible, it may not reflect the local
hydrology at the Chattaroy site. The Wetted Perimeter flow of 50 cfs is well below the 90%
exceedance flow for the entire year except for August and September.

122903cpl.doc



December 2003 -34- 013-1372.2400

6.1.3 Little Spokane River at Elk

The existing minimum instream flows for the Little Spokane River at Elk, and the hydrology from the
USGS gage at Elk were used to evaluate the results of the Elk site. The WUW curves for the Elk site
peaked at a flow as low as 22 to 24 cfs for all life stages of rainbow trout and for mountain whitefish
fry, and as high as 70 to 75 cfs for juvenile, adult and spawning life stages of mountain whitefish.
The hydrology is naturally much less variable at the Elk site compared to the downstream sites on the
Little Spokane River.

Table 6-10 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Elk for rainbow trout
juvenile and adult life stages associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly flow
statistics (10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The habitat
values are normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the peak
of the WU curve. The existing minimum instream flows for the Little Spokane River at Elk provide
very good habitat conditions for rainbow trout juvenile and adult life stages that are seasonally
appropriate when compared to the habitat available at the 50% exceedance flow (Table 6-10). The
10% exceedance flows during April and May were beyond the highest modeled flow and therefore
the habitat availability could not be evaluated. The Wetted Perimeter flows provide the best habitat
conditions for rainbow trout juveniles and adults, but as has been discussed previously, the single
minimum flow recommendation is not always seasonally appropriate.

Table 6-11 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Elk for the mountain
whitefish adult life stage associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly flow statistics
(10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The habitat values are
normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the peak of the
WUW curve. The mountain whitefish adult results are similar in that the current minimum instream
flows provide good habitat conditions throughout the year (Table 6-11). The Wetted Perimeter flows
provide the lowest habitat conditions throughout the year compared to the other flows evaluated.

Table 6-12 presents flows and habitat values for the Little Spokane River at Pine River Park for the
mountain whitefish spawning life stage associated with the existing minimum flows (MISF), weekly
flow statistics (10%, 50% and 90% exceedance flows), and the Wetted Perimeter flow (WP). The
habitat values are normalized relative to the maximum useable habitat across the transect based on the
peak of the WUW curve. The mountain whitefish spawning habitat evaluation also indicates very
good habitat conditions under the existing minimum instream flows (Table 6-12). The Wetted
Perimeter flows provide the lowest habitat values, although the habitat availability is still relatively
good.

The relatively consistent habitat conditions throughout the year for all of the life stages at the Elk site
are in part due to the flat shape of the WUW curves, indicating that habitat is relatively insensitive to
flow changes over the range of naturally occurring flows. In addition, the Elk site has a relatively
stable flow regime, which also results in a relatively flat WUW curve.

Overall, the current minimum instream flows as well as the Wetted Perimeter flows for the Little
Spokane River at Elk provide good habitat conditions for both species throughout the year. There
was a fairly distinct breakpoint in the wetted perimeter versus discharge plot and the Wetted
Perimeter recommended flow is considered to be a good instream flow determination within the
limits of the Wetted Perimeter method. As discussed previously, the current instream flows are more
seasonally appropriate compared to the Wetted Perimeter flow. Adjusting the current minimum flows
during the dry months of August through October to the Wetted Perimeter flow would result in a
minor habitat gain for rainbow trout juvenile and adults while resulting in a slightly greater habitat
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loss for the mountain whitefish adult life stage, and is therefore not recommended. The existing
minimum instream flows appear to be suitable for protecting fish habitat.

6.1.4 Dragoon Creek

The existing minimum instream flows for Dragoon Creek specify that the creek is closed to further
diversions from June 1 through October 31. In order to effectively evaluate the biological relevance
of the current instream flow recommendation (creek closure), long-term gaging data are required.
Local discharge information is available for a period of less than five years, which is too short to
properly evaluate the trends in habitat conditions during average, wet and dry periods.

The WUW curves for the Dragoon Creek site peaked at a flow as low as 10 to 18 cfs for rainbow
trout and for mountain whitefish fry, 40 cfs for rainbow trout juvenile/adult, 80 cfs for both spawning
life stages, and from 115 cfs to 160 cfs for adult and juvenile mountain whitefish. All life stages
except for the fry had steady habitat increases up to 40 cfs after which further habitat gains began to
flatten off.

A habitat-based evaluation is possible with the flow recommendations derived using the Wetted
Perimeter method. The results of the evaluation are provided in Table 6-13, which presents available
habitat, normalized for each life stage, based on the instream flows defined by the Wetted Perimeter
analysis for Dragoon Creek. Dragoon Creek had two potential breakpoints in the wetted perimeter
plot and therefore both points were evaluated to determine if either point appeared to be more
biologically suitable. The 40 cfs flow provides reasonably good habitat conditions for most life
stages, while the 9 cfs recommendation provides very poor habitat conditions for most life stages.
Therefore, the 40 cfs Wetted Perimeter flow recommendation is considered the result of this
analytical technique for Dragoon Creek. The 40 cfs flow could be defined as a new minimum
instream flow during the current closed period, although depending on the local hydrology, this
recommendation may still result in an effective closure of the stream if this flow is rarely attained.

6.1.5 Deadman Creek

The existing minimum instream flows for Deadman Creek specify that the creek is closed to further
diversions from June 1 through October 31. In order to effectively evaluate the biological relevance
of the current instream flow recommendation, long-term gaging data are required. Local discharge
information is available for a period of less than five years, which is too short to properly evaluate the
trends in habitat conditions during average, wet and dry periods.

The WUW curves for the Deadman Creek site peaked at a flow as low as 3 cfs for rainbow trout fry,
from 11 cfs to 35 cfs for mountain whitefish fry and for rainbow trout juvenile/adult and spawning,
and as high as 80 cfs to 125 cfs for mountain whitefish adult, spawning and juvenile life stages.
Rainbow trout spawning and mountain whitefish juvenile, adult and spawning life stages have sharp
habitat declines as flows drop below 30 cfs. The rainbow trout juvenile/adult curve has a very sharp
decline in habitat below its peak of 16 cfs while at higher flows, the habitat remains relatively good
up to 75 cfs.

A habitat evaluation is possible with the flow recommendations derived using the Wetted Perimeter
method. The results of these evaluations are provided in Table 6-14, which presents available habitat,
normalized for each life stage, based on the instream flows defined by the Wetted Perimeter analysis
for Deadman Creek. Deadman Creek had two distinct breakpoints in the wetted perimeter plot and
therefore both points were evaluated to determine if either point appeared to be more biologically
suitable. The 13 cfs flow provides marginal habitat conditions for most life stages, while the 6 cfs
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recommendation provides very poor habitat conditions for all life stages except for mountain
whitefish fry. Therefore, the 13 cfs flow recommendation was considered to be the result of the
Wetted Perimeter analysis. However, neither of the two flows defined by the Wetted Perimeter
method appear to provide suitable habitat conditions for all life stages that would be suitable to define
a new minimum instream flow during the current closed period. A more detailed evaluation of the
local hydrology is required before a biologically based IFN could be determined.

6.1.6  Otter Creek

The existing minimum instream flows for Otter Creek specify that the creek is closed to further
diversions from June 1 through October 31. Long-term gaging data are required in order to
effectively evaluate the biological relevance of the current instream flow recommendation. Local
discharge information is available for a period of less than five years, which is too short to properly
evaluate the trends in habitat conditions during average, wet and dry periods.

The WUW curves for the Otter Creek site peaked at a flow as low as 2 cfs to 7 cfs for rainbow trout
and mountain whitefish fry, while rainbow trout and mountain whitefish juvenile and adult life stages
all have a peak at 25 cfs, the highest simulated discharge. The habitat increases are fairly gradual for
the juvenile and adult life stages of both species, while the habitat for both species of fry remains
fairly good at all simulated discharges.

A habitat-based evaluation is possible with the flow recommendations derived using the Wetted
Perimeter method. The results of these evaluations are provided in Table 6-15, which presents
available habitat, normalized for each life stage, based on the instream flows defined by the Wetted
Perimeter analysis for Otter Creek. The Wetted Perimeter-derived flow of 13 cfs provides good
habitat conditions for most life stages and could be used to define a new minimum instream flow
regime for Otter Creek. During the period of closure, a discharge of 13 cfs may effectively result in
no further diversions if a flow of 13 cfs is relatively rare from June through October.

6.2 Other Instream Flow Considerations

An IFN recommendation for the protection of the aquatic ecosystem should account for more than
just fish habitat flows. Ecosystems are intricately connected, and attempting to protect just a single
component of an ecosystem may not only fail to protect other ecosystem components, but may in the
end fail to protect the initial component of interest. The natural flow paradigm (Poff and others,
1997) developed from the understanding that many aquatic ecosystems have evolved around a
naturally variable flow regime, and that different components of an ecosystem require variable and
seasonally appropriate flows to complete their life cycle.

Annear and others (2002) recommend that five components should be addressed in an IFN study:
hydrology, biology, geomorphology, water quality, and connectivity. Many recent IFN studies have
incorporated other ecosystem components into the final IFN recommendations:

e Trinity River, California (USFWS and Hoopa Valley Tribe, 1999);
e Colorado River (Muth and others, 2000);

e Nooksack River, Washington (Hardy, 2000);

e Klamath River Basin, California (Hardy and Addley 2001);

e Highwood River, Alberta (Clipperton and others, 2002); and,
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e  Mokelumme River, California (McGurk and Paulson, 2002).

Water quality, temperature, riparian needs, and channel maintenance flows are commonly evaluated
in a detailed IFIM study. The current level of effort defined for the Little Spokane River study did
not warrant detailed studies on these other issues. Many of these other parameters are typically
evaluated in relation to flow releases from reservoirs in other studies, which is not an issue on the
Little Spokane River.

A preliminary evaluation can, however, be conducted for some of these considerations using simple
office evaluation techniques. For channel maintenance the effective discharge for forming and
maintaining channel shape as flows in the range of 0.8-1.6 times the bankfull flow (Andrews and
Nankervis, 1995). Tennant (1976) defined channel maintenance flows as 200% of the mean annual
flow. Similarly for riparian ecosystems, Gom and Mahoney (2002) identified a flow with a
magnitude of 1.25 times the bankfull flow to be necessary for cottonwood recruitment with the 90%
exceedance flow necessary for cottonwood survival. These generic flow ranges are evaluated for the
Little Spokane River study sites; however, the site-specific conditions at each site may warrant a
different flow value for maintenance of a particular ecosystem feature than developed by these
generic assessments.

The bankfull elevation was determined for each site based on the field notes, which provided
information on the elevation and the location of permanent vegetation with particular attention to the
elevation of shrubs. At some sites, shrubs had either been grazed or removed and the only permanent
vegetation present was grass, which is not as good an indicator as shrubs of the bankfull elevation.
The bed profile was also used to identify any obvious breaks in channel form that would correspond
to the top of bank. The corresponding simulated discharge where the water surface elevation was at
the level of these bankfull indicators was determined to be the bankfull discharge. A summary of the
bankfull discharges for each site is provided in Table 6-16.

The bankfull discharges at the Little Spokane River Pine River Park and Elk sites and Deadman
Creek were slightly above the highest simulated discharge used for habitat modeling. The stage-
discharge regression was extrapolated further to identify the bankfull elevation for each of these sites;
however, the extrapolation is still within acceptable limits of water surface modeling. The Otter
Creek site required that the stage-discharge regression to be extrapolated well above the highest
measured discharge of 13.7 cfs. For Otter Creek, an additional discharge and water surface elevation
measurement would increase the confidence in the estimation of the bankfull discharge. However,
for the purpose of the current IFN evaluation, the estimate provided in Table 6-16 should be
sufficient.

The mean annual flow (MAF) can also be used as a benchmark for identifying other instream flow
components. Tennant (1976) used 200% MAF for a period of 48 hours to identify flushing flow
requirements, while 100% MAF was identified as a suitable recreation and aesthetic flow. The MAF
was calculated from the gages on the Little Spokane River at Dartford (period of record 1947-2000),
at Chattaroy (period of record 1976-1996, 1998-1999) and at Elk (period of record 1949 — 1971). The
summary of available mean annual flows is provided in Table 6-16.

Based on the estimation of the bankfull discharge and the calculation of the mean annual flow, the
range of flows necessary for channel maintenance and riparian flows are provided in Table 6-17.
These values are office-based calculations and would require field verification if a site-specific
evaluation is desired. Although these flows appear very large, the duration of the flows is typically
very short within any given year. Andrews and Nankervis (1995) found the average duration of
channel maintenance flows on the gravel-bed streams they studied to be just over two weeks per year,
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while the Tennant (1976) recommendation is only for a period of 48 hours. Without large capacity
storage or diversion on a system, small-scale withdrawals typically have a minimal impact on flows
in the range of the bankfull discharge. Likewise, without upstream storage taking place that typically
stores peak flows for release during low flow periods, flow management for issues such as channel
and riparian vegetation maintenance is generally not required.

Water quality is another component that should be considered in conjunction with the fish habitat
results. Sections of Dragoon Creek, the lower reach of Deadman Creek and several reaches of the
Little Spokane River at the Dartford gage and further downstream all have Section 303(d) listings.
Temperature is an issue on Deadman Creek and the lower Little Spokane River, fecal coliform is an
issue on Dragoon Creek and the lower Little Spokane River, and dissolved oxygen is an issue on
Dragoon Creek. Protecting water quality by maintaining minimum flows can alleviate some water
quality issues, but minimum flows alone are often not sufficient to manage water quality issues
entirely.

Because the Little Spokane River at the Dartford gage currently has a 303(d) listing, this would
suggest that applying a minimum flow is not sufficient in and of itself to protect water quality in the
Little Spokane River. Increasing the minimum flows to protect water quality may improve water
quality conditions but may not be the most efficient solution; other approaches, such as riparian
management to improve stream shading or managing point source discharges, may prove to be more
effective for water quality management. If further definition of water quality flow requirements is
desired, additional detailed water quality instream flow studies would be necessary.

Although the existing minimum flows are well below the flow required for flushing flows, channel
maintenance flows, and riparian flows, this is likely not an area of concern at this point in time for the
Little Spokane River watershed. Typically, the impacts of small-scale diversions have a very minor
influence on these larger flows and should not be an issue unless major on-stream storage or
diversions are being considered. As with the water quality issue, management of riparian conditions
is only partly met by providing the flows sufficient to regenerate the riparian zone. Sufficient flows
in combination with good riparian land management are required to protect riparian ecosystems over
the long term. Maintaining a good riparian zone and providing channel maintenance flows are
essential components of protecting the aquatic ecosystem and creating and maintaining good fish
habitat.
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7.0  CONCLUSIONS

In general, the existing minimum instream flows in the Little Spokane River mainstem appear to be
reasonable for protecting fish habitat of the target management species. The fact that the higher flows
in the system are not heavily influenced by activities in the basin ensures that channel maintenance
and riparian flows will also be provided on a regular basis. As discussed in Section 6, there are a few
periods in the year where small adjustments to the existing minimum flows could be made to improve
fish habitat. The evaluation of the Wetted Perimeter results by PHABSIM showed that the ability of
the Wetted Perimeter Method to provide recommendations that resulted in flows of benefit to rainbow
and mountain whitefish varied significantly. For example, PHABSIM analysis confirms that the
results from the Wetted Perimeter analysis provides very good habitat conditions at the Pine River
Park site, while the Wetted Perimeter analysis provides marginal habitat conditions that are worse
than the existing minimum flows at other sites such as the Chattaroy site.

The major limitation to adopting the Wetted Perimeter flows is the absence of an obvious inflection
point at some of the cross sections, and the lack of seasonal variability in the flow recommendation.
Maintaining the seasonal flow pattern should be an important component to any instream flow
recommendation. The current minimum instream flows provide a much better seasonal pattern of
flow while maintaining good habitat conditions throughout the year.

Some of the limitations to the habitat analysis included the use of the statewide rainbow trout habitat
suitability curves without site-specific validation, which was beyond the scope of the current project.
In particular, the rainbow trout spawning curves indicate habitat suitability for a very narrow range of
depths, which were not well represented at the chosen transects. If development of site-specific
habitat suitability curves is desired, a spawning survey may be warranted to determine critical
spawning locations throughout the Little Spokane River watershed. Due to the lack of suitable
streamflow data for Dragoon, Deadman, and Otter Creeks, potential biologically based instream flow
needs recommendations could not be developed.

If changes to the existing minimum flows are desired, the development of the habitat-discharge
relationship in the weighted useable width curves will allow for a habitat evaluation of any proposed
new flow recommendations. When suitable streamflow data is available for the tributary creeks, a
biological evaluation of the flow regime may be conducted. Although the ability to describe the
change in the overall ecosystem is not possible, the change in relative habitat availability will provide
some guidance in making any future water management decisions.
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