
Department of Building and Planning

Permits and inspections are required for all
espresso stands, temporary, permanent, walk-up or
drive-through.  The purpose of this brochure is to
provide you with information that will help prevent
delays in processing a permit application for your
stand.
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To submit application for your permit the follow-
ing information needs to be provided:

Parcel number of the proposed site.
Legal description of the proposed site.

NOTE:  This information can be found on your
property tax statement or may be obtained from the
County Assessor’s office.

Seven copies of a site plan, on 8 1/2 x 11 paper.
The site plan needs to include location of all
property lines, existing structure(s), proposed
structures landscaping, parking, drainage, traffic
pattern signs, and any outdoor lighting or signs.
Two (2) sets of construction drawings that
include footing/foundation details (illustrate
anchorage system), floor plan (with equipment
list), details of accessibility (ramps, crosswalks,
parking, handrails, etc.), details of construction,
(framing, trusses, insulation, exits, plumbing,
heating, etc.).
The requirement for an architectural or engineer
ing stamp on the drawings may be waived on
drawings with sufficient clarity and detail (Zon-
ing may still require a landscape architect for any

required landscaping).
Conformance with the Washington State Non-
Residential Energy Code needs to be
demonstrated.
Additional information may be required.
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Proposals will be reviewed for compliance with
applicable codes and routed to agencies with inter-
est.  Allow from one to three weeks for review and
response time or permit issuance.

Some items that cause delays in the process are
incomplete or illegible drawings, plans, or docu-
ments that do not comply with minimum code
requirements, etc. Providing complete and detailed
site plans and construction drawings will greatly
assist the review process.

How much will the permit cost?How much will the permit cost?How much will the permit cost?How much will the permit cost?How much will the permit cost?
Fees for building permits are based on valuation

using standard market rates for similar types of use/
construction. The actual fees are established by
County Ordinance and are based on the size and use
of the structure. Please refer to the current fee
schedule or consult with department staff.  Plan
review fees are charged as a percentage of the
building permit fee.

Charges required by other departments or agen-
cies will not usually be included in your building
permit fee.
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Approvals or permits from other agencies may also
be required prior to the release of your building
permit.

Authorization from the Spokane County
Regional Health District must be received prior
to release of the building permit.  For minimum
requirements and standards call (509) 324-1560.
For curb cuts and street approach permits
contact the Roads/Engineering agency of the
applicable jurisdiction.
In the limits of the City of Spokane, required
electrical permits can be obtained from the City
of Spokane Building Division.   In Spokane
County electrical permits are obtained
from the Washington State Department of Labor
and Industries.
Landscaping, building setbacks, off-street
parking and other requirements of the Zoning
Code must be met.  Contact the Planning/
Zoning agency of the applicable jurisdiction
depending on the location of the stand.
For site drainage requirements contact the
Roads/Engineering agency of the applicable
jurisdiction.
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Minimum requirements of the Washington State
Regulations For Barrier Free Facilities apply and
usually dictate minimum area requirements. The
interior of every espresso stand needs to have an
unobstructed floor space not less than 60 inches in
diameter. This area needs to be free from physical
obstructions, including door swings, to a height of 29
inches. This floor space may include toe spaces that
are not less than 9 inches in height and not more
than 6 inches in depth.

If walk-up services are provided, customers need
to be provided service at a pass-through counter
which does not exceed 36" above the adjoining
grade.

Is a foundation required?Is a foundation required?Is a foundation required?Is a foundation required?Is a foundation required?
All espresso buildings should be secured or an-

chored to prevent lateral displacement.  Dependent
upon wind exposure and jurisdiction requirements,
they may need to be permanently attached to the
ground. The attachment system needs to be capable
of withstanding a wind load of not less than 70 miles
per hour.

Espresso buildings in excess of 120 sq. ft. need to
be attached to a foundation system. These systems
need to meet the requirements of the current edition
of the International Building Code.  The minimum
depth of footings shall be 24 inches below grade.
Permanent foundations are not required for struc-
tures under 400 square feet in area.

Movable, portable, or wheeled structures con-
structed off-site may require licensing by the Wash-
ington State Department of Labor and Industries,
901 N. Monroe, Suite 100. Please call (509) 324-
2640 for additional information.   Pre-manufactured
buildings (commercial coaches or factory-built
structures) must meet the requirements of, and have
the correct label, black labeled commercial coach or
gold labeled factory or off-site built structures, as
supplied by the Washington Department of Labor
and Industries.  A relocation permit is required for
existing structures not fitting the categories.  Any
movable, portable, or wheeled structure that is
attached to a permanent sewage disposal system or
remains on a site for more than 30 days becomes a
permanent building and requires a building permit.
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All framing needs to meet the conventional
construction provisions of Chapter 23 of the current
edition of the International Building Code.  When
roof trusses are used, truss diagrams from the truss
manufacturer need to be submitted for review.

Do I need ofDo I need ofDo I need ofDo I need ofDo I need off-strf-strf-strf-strf-street parking?eet parking?eet parking?eet parking?eet parking?
At least one parking space must be designed to

meet the van standard as described under WAC 51-
40; additional parking maybe required dependent
upon the size of the structure.  No building permit
can be issued until plans showing provisions for the
required off-street parking have been submitted and
approved. For more information regarding additional
parking requirements contact the planning/zoning
agency of the applicable jurisdiction.



Anything else?Anything else?Anything else?Anything else?Anything else?
The following elements are required relative to the

setting up of small, semi-portable buildings for use as
“espresso” outlets.

Barrier-free access must be provided (i.e. a ramp
with a 5-foot by 5-foot landing) for any espresso
stand placed on a site.  The maximum slope for
ramps is 1 vertical and 12 horizontal.
An accessible restroom must be available, either
in the espresso stand or in an adjacent building
on the site.
A minimum aisle space of 36 inches in unob-
structed width with a minimum length of 48
inches must be provided in the espresso outlet
building.
Any sit down seating, including a deck, will
require full compliance as a restaurant (one
accessible restroom, unless determined occupant
load is 10 or more, then 2 accessible restrooms,
water sewer, etc.); All sit-down seating is required
to be accessible.
Water and sewer connections from the serving
agency are required for all food service (espresso)
units that are required to have a building, land
use, or relocation permit.

For prFor prFor prFor prFor properoperoperoperoperties in the City of Spokaneties in the City of Spokaneties in the City of Spokaneties in the City of Spokaneties in the City of Spokane
A temporary permit will be issued to commercial
coaches that are labeled by the Department of
Labor and Industries of the State of Washington.
These labels will be gold or black labels.  No
other type of building will be issued a temporary
permit.

Jurisdiction Contact List:Jurisdiction Contact List:Jurisdiction Contact List:Jurisdiction Contact List:Jurisdiction Contact List:

Spokane CountySpokane CountySpokane CountySpokane CountySpokane County

Building and PlanningBuilding and PlanningBuilding and PlanningBuilding and PlanningBuilding and Planning ............................................................................................... 477-3675

Engineering and RoadsEngineering and RoadsEngineering and RoadsEngineering and RoadsEngineering and Roads ..................................................................................... 477-3600

UtilitiesUtilitiesUtilitiesUtilitiesUtilities ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 477-3604

City of SpokaneCity of SpokaneCity of SpokaneCity of SpokaneCity of Spokane

Building DivisionBuilding DivisionBuilding DivisionBuilding DivisionBuilding Division .................................................................................................................................. 625-6300

Engineering ServicesEngineering ServicesEngineering ServicesEngineering ServicesEngineering Services .............................................................................................................. 625-6300

Planning ServicesPlanning ServicesPlanning ServicesPlanning ServicesPlanning Services ....................................................................................................................................... 625-6060

Public Works and UtilitiesPublic Works and UtilitiesPublic Works and UtilitiesPublic Works and UtilitiesPublic Works and Utilities ................................................................. 625-6271

For projects in the unincorporated areas of Spokane
County contact:

Spokane County
Department of Building and Planning
1026 West Broadway Avenue
Spokane, WA 99260-0050
bp@spokanecounty.org
http://www.spokanecounty.org/bp
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Please note that while every effort is made to assure the accruacy of the information contained in this brochure it is not warranted for accuracy.
This document is not intended to address all aspects or regulatory requirements for a project and should serve as a starting point for your investiga-
tion.  For detailed information on a particular project, permit, or code requirement refer directly to applicable file and/or code/regulatory documents or
contact the appropriate division or staff.


