








 

 

 
 

APPENDIX D 

WEST BRANCH LITTLE SPOKANE RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 
VERBATIM ISSUE LIST (APRIL 2007) 



Golder Associates Inc. 
1200 W. Ironwood Drive, Suite 201 
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814 
Telephone: (208) 676-9933 
Fax: (208) 676-8602 
 

Golder Associates 
 
 
 

 

DRAFT TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: WB LSR Committee DATE: April 30, 2007 

FR: Bryony Stasney, L.HG. 

Golder Associates Inc. 

OUR REF: 073-93025 

RE: DRAFT VERBATIM LIST OF WEST BRANCH LITTLE SPOKANE RIVER ISSUES 
 

This memorandum presents a verbatim list of the water resources issues identified by those 
present at the West Branch of the Little Spokane River Committee meeting on March 26, 
2007 and April 23, 2007.  This work was completed in partial fulfillment of Task 2 of 
Ecology Grant No. G07000057 between the Washington State Department of Ecology 
(Ecology) and the Pend Oreille Conservation District (POCD). 
 
Entire Watershed 

 Forest Practice Effects. 
 Milfoil invasion – all lakes 
 Lack of water flowing downstream from Sacheen 
 Water quality 
 Water quantity 
 Water storage 
 Invasive weeds 
 Sewer issues 
 Non point source pollution 
 Need more info on flows (stream discharge/lake levels) 
 Residences encroaching on wetlands & riparian habitat-need to be removed –need to 

be prevented 
 Loss of riparian & wetland habitat 
 Hire a professional watershed manager 
 Logging in wetland and critical areas of the west branch 
 A straight answer from senator Morton re: funding for all members 
 Downstream monitoring of herbicides used on lakes 
 All streams, lakes & rivers should be navigable 
 Milfoil  
 Water quality 
 Water quantity (a way to regulate flow) 
 Milfoil 
 Lack of fish 
 Development (up to code) 
 Need inventory of habitats (areas to protect, areas to restore) 
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 Roads too near surface water 
 Proliferation of domestic exempt wells (too many, unrestricted) 
 Logging damaging watersheds 
 Many tribs?  
 Livestock impacts (unrestricted use, poor management) 
 Water life (lack of frogs, turtles, fish) 
 Would like to see additional wetland delineation assessments for all areas of the west 

branch 
 Loss of headwater forest land (harvesting impacts to hydrology) 
 Protection of wildlife corridors & habitat 
 All lakes streams should be navigable (boats, canoes, tubes, etc.) 
 Educate public about eagles, osprey, sensitive areas at all lakes 
 Milfoil 

 
Other Waterbodies in the WBLSR Watershed 

 Instream flows. 
 Boat and PWC traveling too close to other boaters and docks 

 
Tributaries to Sacheen Lake 

 Trib to Sacheen Cedar Creek derelict Junk Vehicles w/fluids? Upside down and 
burned 

 Proposed Real Estate development above Sacheen 
 Heavy duty (virtual clearcutting) on tributaries to Moon Crk which is about 80% to 

90% of Sacheen LK watershed 
 DNR ignorance on tributaries to Homestead Lake to Moon Crk. 
 Trib to Sacheen junk yard adjacent to Cedar Creek. 
 Trib to Sacheen Lake Cedar Creek Resort Sewage 

 
Sacheen Lake 

 Milfoil 
 Compromised septic systems & wells from flooding 
 Flooding 
 Sacheen Outlet-Beaver dams and tubes 
 Other system is needed to prevent flooding besides beaver tubes a.) 

difficult/dangerous to keep clear of debris b.) not totally effective of maintaining lake 
level. 

 Water Quality including erosion from high water more silt, debris 
 Septic draining into lake? 
 Milfoil 
 Flood control 
 Lack of sewer system for Sacheen considering the density of population and its 

category 5 rating. 
 Flooding 
 Keyhole issues that face the Lake 
 Erosion 
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 Milfoil 
 Failing septic systems 
 Sacheen flooding 
 Shoreline erosion/stabilization 
 Silt from high water erosion 
 Water quality (reduce pollutants) 
 Milfoil treatments 
 Stopping milfoil introduction/re-introduction 
 High density keyholeing 
 Paying for solutions without being forced to sell our homes 
 Beaver dams 
 Milfoil eradication 
 Shoreline erosion 
 Water quality-purity 
 Water quality-flooding 
 Protecting wetlands 
 Keyholeing control 
 Counter access on Sacheen 
 Wildlife protection – frogs, turtles, fish 
 Water storage 
 Plugged beaver tubes 
 Other options to beaver tubes? 
 Effects of herbicides on environment beyond their intended use 
 Water quality concerns – need for better stewardship and best management practices 
 Funding / responsibility for consistent maintenance of beaver tubes is needed 
 Speed limit reduction when lake level is high 
 Effects on watershed health & habitat from repeated use of herbicides 
 Sacheen – Eloika cooperative release & storage opportunity 
 Better understanding regarding the difference between flooding, spring runoff and 

normal variations of a natural waterbody 
 Flooding issues 
 Erosion 
 Lack of water for down-river and lakes 
 Lack of agreement and cooperation between landowners 

 
Tributaries to Trout  Lake 

 Protecting wetlands 
 River – west branch below Sacheen- establish minimum water level in river allowed 

& retain minimum flow throughout summer & water storage for downstream 
 Logging by Stimpson on west branch just below Sacheen 
 Another independent wetland delineation on WBLSR 
 West branch little Spokane – beaver dams blocking flow out of Sacheen, Silt from 

erosion, milfoil 
 Deposition and sedimentation from human activities filling in parts of W.B River bed 
 Sacheen Lake outlet / West Branch LSR beaver tubes/dams 
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 River-West branch below Sacheen protection of beaver habitat/water quality benefits 
 Algae blooms – a bunch 
 Alluvial fans under beaver tubes 
 Maybe thoughts of dredging? 
 Cattail removal of selected chunks 
 Place to store water for downriver folks 
 Interrupted or reduced water flows caused by human activities upstream 
 Lack of recognition of private property within the W.B. little Spokane 
 Lack of concern for residents and wetland habitats anywhere downstream 
 Reduced fisheries from various human activities 
 Logging within wetland boundaries 
 Roads built across wetlands 
 Improve fisheries and bird habitat (preserve and protect) 
 Sacheen’s impact on the West Branch – herbicides, beaver dam manipulations, 

improper debris disposal 
 Create “open water” wetlands for waterfowl converted from swampy, black water 

wetlands dams or dig deeper ponds to hold back cattails. 
 Fresh running streams (3) on our property and main body of Little Spokane no longer 

run freely – clogged brackish water, cattail growth no longer define stream beds.  
Beaver definitely contribute.  Should open again. 

 
West Branch Little Spokane River below Sacheen 

 Determine effects of low water levels on wetland health 
 Water quality regarding sedimentation and oxygen depletion 
 Water quality regarding septic systems and phosphates 
 Monitoring of Herbicides after milfoil treatment on Sacheen Lake 
 Protection of wetland habitat and functions 
 Logging and road construction in and near wetlands 
 Declining fish population 
 Declining bird population (domestic cat trapping program!) 
 Beaver tube maintenance 
 Monitoring of beaver tube sedimentation 
 Assessment of success/failure 

 
Trout Lake 

 Water storage 
 Milfoil eradication 

 
Tributaries to Eloika Lake 

 Eloika inflow – harmful effluents from up stream lakes & watershed 
 Control debris going into lake 
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Eloika Lake 
 Water level fluctuation 
 Water level issue too much fluctuation  
 Need for control of spring runoff 
 Artificial human intervention by some property owners to artificially lower lake level 

to turn wetland into pasture 
 Need control – eliminate excessive weed growth 
 Illegal beaver dam (= natural flow control) removal, southern end of lake 
 Noxious weeds 
 Siltation from upstream 
 Upstream surges = flooded nesting habitat 
 Declining fish population – dissolved oxygen levels – declining size – water 

temperature 
 Restoration of lake – bottom is full of debris 
 Storage – excellent multi use storage potential, later release opportunity 
 Weeds – non native weeds Eurasian milfoil, native invasive weeds (Eloika, plus) 
 Weeds currently make lake unusable to V-bottom boats after June 1st; make lake 

unsuitable for swimming 
 Eloika general info: last lake in chain, was float pond for logging industry 1890’s to 

1954 – substantial sluff & logs at bottom of lake 
 Eloika lake dissolved oxygen 0 at 3&4 meters 
 Septic tank leakage 
 Too warm late in low flow season due to artificial low culvert 
 Complete wetland delineation 
 Additional water storage capacity in Eloika lake is available 
 Habitat protection (eagles, heron, osprey rookeries) 
 Fish population decline 
 Woodlands designation current some help 
 Moose, deer, bear, cougar, beaver, otter populations 
 Low summer flow 
 Need flow control 
 Unexplained flow surges periodically 
 Historic lake levels artificially lowered by  Spokane co. roads engineering 
 Keep speed/power boats out of headwaters 
 Septic tank leakage to lake 
 Low summer levels = wetland damage (drying) 
 Bottom debris increasing due to low water level upstream debris flow 
 Retention of wetlands 
 Boating speed limits and effects on habitat.  No wake zones.  Seasonal restrictions in 

speed. 
 Mitigating development impacts to remaining wetlands 
 Impacts to existing septic systems if lake level raised and mitigation measures need to 

be addressed 
 Swimming opportunities and beach improvement 
 Muskat control – erosion of shoreline 
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Tributaries to Diamond Lake 
 

 No issues identified 
 
Diamond Lake 

 Milfoil 
 Water level high & low 
 Beaver dams on inlet at boy scout camp cowls 
 Water quantities for water & sewer district and secondary lot owners 
 Preservation of wetlands surrounding lakes 
 Chemicals draining into lakes – pesticides, fertilizer, cattle waste, etc. 
 Water removal without permits 
 Animal carcasses in lake 
 Diamond Lake inflow and outlet flow – potential gages 
 Gage flow for East Branch to check with West Branch 
 Shoreline development 
 Concerned that instream flow requirements will drastically lower lake levels 
 Main concern is maintaining lake water levels at Diamond Lake during drought years 
 Concern over beaver dams diverting water from entering Diamond Lake 

 
Tributaries to Fan Lake and Fan Lake 
 

 No issues identified 
 
Tributaries to Lost Lake and Lost Lake 
 

 No issues identified 
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Horseshoe Lake 
 Milfoil is taking over nearly all shallow areas & choking out the fish population 
 Water flow over the devils falls is extremely heavy in march & very very light in 

August through September 
 Boats being put into lakes should be cleaned underneath before being launched into 

the lake to prevent further spread of milfoil & other contaminants 
 Lack of fish & frogs 
 The milfoil weed problems needs to be addressed before it gets out of hand 
 Protect the eagles, osprey and other bird nesting areas 
 Milfoil 
 Future development of large tracts of land in sensitive wetland areas; 2,800 acres 
 Protect crucial nesting areas for birds, wildlife. 
 Renew & retrieve the kokanee spawning area on buck creek (a. new culverts? b. new 

bridge?) 
 Maintain a constant and controlled flow of the west fork of the little Spokane river 

into the east side of the lake 
 Concern of the milfoil influx into horseshoe lake: how are we to eradicate the weed 

(a. chemicals, b. mechanical mowing, c. use of aquatic insects) 
 There is a sale of 2,400 acres of land in the middle of the Little Spokane drainage.  

This could have a tremendous effect on the flow from Horseshoe Lake to Fan and 
Eloika 

 Water flow gauges on tributary into Horseshoe Lake? 
 Milfoil 
 Water well rights 
 Beavers – over population 
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West Branch Little Spokane Watershed Committee 
100 N. Washington Ave., P.O. Box 280, Newport, WA  99156 

 
 
 
August 30, 2007 

Governor Christine Gregoire 
Office of the Governor 
PO Box 40002 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002 
 
Re: State purchase of West Branch of Little Spokane River Property 

Dear Governor Gregoire: 

The West Branch Little Spokane Watershed Committee is requesting your support for state 
purchase of the West Branch of Little Spokane River Property for management by the 
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife.  The West Branch of Little Spokane River 
Property (referred to locally as the Rustler’s Gulch property) is located in the headwaters of the 
Little Spokane River watershed (WRIA 55) in Pend Oreille County, Washington.  The property 
is unique and beautiful, worthy of preservation and would be a showcase for conservation. 

The West Branch Little Spokane Watershed Committee was formed in November 2006 and is 
tasked with developing a workplan to address water resources issues in the West Branch Little 
Spokane River watershed.  The Committee supports good conservation plans and practices now 
and for the future in order to preserve the integrity of this particular watershed for water quality, 
water storage, wildlife, and the natural resources that abound within it.  This watershed lies 
within southern Pend Oreille County, northeastern Spokane County and eastern Stevens County.  
The Pend Oreille Conservation District is the Lead and grant administrator for the Committee.  
The Committee members (listed on the attached page) currently include thirty-seven individuals, 
including representatives from the state, counties, and from several of the lakes and tributaries 
within the watershed.  The Committee agreed unanimously to send this second letter of support 
for state purchase of the West Branch of Little Spokane River Property for management by the 
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (as will be noted in our August 27, 2007 
meeting summary).  The Washington State Department of Ecology member of the Committee 
abstained from this vote. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

The West Branch Little Spokane Watershed Committee (see names listed on the attached page) 



West Branch Little Spokane Watershed Committee 
100 N. Washington Ave., P.O. Box 280, Newport, WA  99156 

 
On August 27, 2007, the West Branch Little Spokane Watershed Committee members are:  
 
NAME CITY ORGANIZATION / LOCATION 
Jaime Short** Spokane Washington State Department of Ecology 
Bill Harmon Elk Eloika Lake Assoc 
Burt Covert Elk Eloika Lake Assoc 
Delores Storms Newport Sacheen Lake 
Dan Peterson Newport Pend Oreille PUD 
Lynne Anderson Deer Park Horseshoe Lk. 
Dick Anderson Deer Park Horseshoe Lk. 
Gil McGee Newport Moon Creek 
Greg Sweeney Spokane Eloika Lake Assoc 
Howard Rowley Spokane Horseshoe Lk. 
Bev Rowley Spokane Horseshoe Lk. 
Jeff Storms Newport Sacheen Lake 
Sally Storms Newport Sacheen Lake 
Luke Short Newport Sacheen Lk, Cedar Crk 
Jill Short Newport Sacheen Lk, Cedar Crk 
Jim Peterson Chattaroy WBLSR 
John Harkness Newport Diamond Lake, POC Port Commissioner 
Karen Averitt Newport Sacheen Bett. Assoc 
Kathleen Werr Newport WBLSR 
Kitty Russell Deer Park Horseshoe Lk 
Carolyn Russell Deer Park Horseshoe Lk 
Linda Cannon Newport Sacheen Lake 
Mary Sterling Newport DJ - Riverwatch 
Darrell Johnson Newport DJ - Riverwatch 
Mike Carney Elk Eloika Lake Assoc 
Mike Lithgow  Newport P.O. County 
Pam Zarko Newport Sacheen Lake 
Rick Noll Spokane Spokane County Conservation District 
Rob Lindsay Spokane Spokane County and WRIA 55/57 
POCD staff Newport Pend Oreille Conservation District 
Thomas Wimpy  Spokane Diamond Lake 
Tammera L. Kirk Deer Park Horseshoe Lk. 
Sandra Roath Deer Park Horseshoe Lk. 
Josh Roath Deer Park Horseshoe Lk. 
Jim Wood Newport Sacheen Lake 
Pat Wood Newport Sacheen Lake 
Max Smith Newport Sacheen Lake 

**Note that Washington State Department of Ecology abstained from the vote to support state purchase 
of the West Branch of Little Spokane River Property for management by the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.   



West Branch Little Spokane River Watershed Committee 
100 N. Washington Ave., P.O. Box 280, Newport, WA  99156 

 
 
December 21, 2007 

Senator Bob Morton 
c/o Ms. Kimberlee Cusick, Sr. Legislative Assistant 
115 Newhouse Building, P.O. Box 40407  
Olympia WA 98504-0407 
 
Re:  2008 Funding for the West Branch of the Little Spokane River Committee 
 
 
Dear Senator Morton: 
 
The West Branch Little Spokane River Watershed Committee is grateful for the additional $75,000 
of funding provided to us by the legislature through your office.  We appreciate your efforts to 
secure this funding.  We understand that the funding will come to us through Community Trade and 
Economic Development (CTED) and is currently designated for installation of beaver tubes. 

At our Committee meeting on November 26, 2007, the Pend Oreille Conservation District staff 
person (Andrew Huddleston), as the lead agency for our Committee, informed us that the funding 
for 2008 can only be used for beaver tube installation projects.  At the November 26, 2007 
Committee meeting, those present unanimously agreed that they would like to have flexibility to 
apply the funds to implementation projects prioritized by the Committee (and not only for beaver 
tubes).  The Committee therefore respectfully requests that you designate the 2008 funding for 
implementation projects prioritized by the Committee (four of which are summarized in this 
letter).  The following paragraphs list the Committee members present at the November 26, 2007 
Committee meeting and the section from the approved November 26, 2007 Committee meeting 
summary that records this decision. 

”Attendees Present: Burt Covert, Bill Harmon (also as alternate for Mary Harmon), Sally Storms (also 
as alternate for Dolores Storms), Dale Smith, Dan Peterson, Lynne Anderson (alternate for Bev 
Rowley), Dick Anderson (also as alternate for Howard Rowley and Josh Roath), Greg Sweeney, 
Brian Farmer, Tammera Kirk (also as alternate for Sandra Roath), Jeff Storms, Jill Short (also as 
alternate for Jim Wood and Max Smith), Luke Short (also as alternate for Pat Wood), Jim Peterson, 
John Harkness, Karen Averitt, Kathleen Werr, John Werr, Linda Cannon, Mary Sterling, Darrell 
Johnson, Mike Carney, Mike Lithgow, Pam Zarko, Rick Noll, Andy Huddleston, Tom Wimpy, Mike 
Kanyer, Debbie Kanyer, Dan Reiner, Dean Cumings, Jeremy Sikes, Walt Edelen, Jason Sargent, 
Tom Metzger, Becki Kniveton. 
 
Public Comment: 
Andy Huddleston informed the group that he called Community Trade and Economic Development 
(CTED) about the $75,000 grant for 2008.  Currently the funds are assigned only for beaver tube 
installation.  If the Committee wants to change this, the Committee will need to write a letter to 
Senator Morton to present to the Legislature’s short session in early January 2008.  The Committee 
unanimously agreed that they would like to have flexibility to apply the funds to implementation 
projects prioritized by the Committee (and not only for beaver tubes).” 
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The West Branch Little Spokane River Watershed Committee was formed in November 2006 and is 
tasked with developing a work plan to address water resources issues in the West Branch Little 
Spokane River watershed.  This watershed lies within WRIA 55 and within southern Pend Oreille 
County, northeastern Spokane County and eastern Stevens County.  The Pend Oreille Conservation 
District is currently the Lead and grant administrator for the Committee.  The Committee members 
as of December 10, 2007 (listed following this letter) currently comprise forty (40) dedicated 
individuals, including representatives from the state, counties, and from several of the lakes and 
tributaries within the watershed. 

The Committee meets monthly and, with the help of a facilitator, has developed implementation 
actions under the categories of surface water flow, water quality, growth and land use, habitat and 
education.  The implementation actions address the range of concerns identified by the Committee 
members.  To give you some examples, the Committee has worked together to develop actions that 
are intended to address high water levels in Sacheen Lake, low summer water levels in Eloika Lake, 
aquatic invasive weed (e.g., milfoil) concerns, nutrient loading, protection and restoration of 
wetlands and continued flow gauging to support better understanding of the watershed’s hydrology.  
Our meetings now typically involve an hour’s presentation on a water resources topic followed by 
an hour or more of work on the action plan.  The Committee members therefore have an 
opportunity to learn while developing their implementation plan.  The Committee has also 
coordinated with the WRIA 55 / 57 group and has recommended implementation actions within the 
recently approved WRIA 55 / 57 Detailed Implementation Plan. 

At our Committee meeting on December 10, 2007, a survey of the Committee’s preliminary 
priorities for implementation in 2008 / 2009 include the projects listed below.  The Committee 
hopes the 2008 funding can be reallocated towards these projects. 

 A comprehensive streamflow and lake level gauging strategy to collect and assess 
information that can be used to support a hydrologic study and development of a 
hydrologic model for the West Branch of the Little Spokane River watershed.  This 
action reflects the understanding that any changes made at one lake / river reach have 
the potential to impact the entire watershed.  This action is intended to support 
implementation projects to address, for example, high water at Sacheen Lake and 
low summer lake levels at Eloika Lake. 

 Implementation actions to address invasive aquatic species (particularly Eurasian 
Watermilfoil) that include preparation of integrated aquatic plant management plans 
(as required by Washington State) and implementation of plan recommendations. 

 Continued administration for the Committee by the Pend Oreille Conservation 
District (requiring administrative funds). 

 Funding to support continued facilitation for Committee meetings. 
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The Committee requests that you call Andrew Huddleston at the Pend Oreille Conservation District 
at (509-447-4217) if you need further clarification for this request. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

West Branch Little Spokane River Watershed Committee (see names listed on attached page) 

Enc.:  WB LSR Committee Members 121007 (1 page) 



West Branch Little Spokane River Watershed Committee 
100 N. Washington Ave., P.O. Box 280, Newport, WA  99156 

 
On December 10, 2007, the West Branch Little Spokane River Watershed Committee members 
are: 
 
NAME CITY ORGANIZATION / LOCATION 
Bill Harmon Elk Eloika Lake Assoc. 
Burt Covert Elk Eloika Lake Assoc. 
Dean Fanara Elk Eloika Lake Assoc. 
Tsu Tsu Fanara Elk Eloika Lake Assoc. 
Delores Storms Newport Sacheen Lake 
Dan Peterson Newport Pend Oreille PUD 
Lynne Anderson Deer Park Horseshoe Lake 
Dick Anderson Deer Park Horseshoe Lake 
Gil McGee Newport Moon Creek 
Greg Sweeney Spokane Eloika Lake Assoc. 
Howard Rowley Spokane Horseshoe Lake 
Bev Rowley Spokane Horseshoe Lake 
Jeff Storms Newport Sacheen Lake 
Sally Storms Newport Sacheen Lake 
Luke Short Newport Sacheen Lake, Cedar Creek 
Jill Short Newport Sacheen Lake, Cedar Creek 
Jim Peterson Chattaroy West Branch Little Spokane River 
John Harkness Newport Diamond Lake, POC Port Commissioner 
Karen Averitt Newport Sacheen Betterment Assoc. 
Kathleen Werr Newport West Branch Little Spokane River 
Linda Cannon Newport Sacheen Lake 
Mary Sterling Newport RiverSight, West Branch Little Spokane River 
Darrell Johnson Newport RiverSight, West Branch Little Spokane River 
Mike Carney Elk Eloika Lake Assoc. 
Mike Lithgow  Newport P.O. County 
Pam Zarko Newport Sacheen Lake 
Rick Noll Spokane Spokane County Conservation District 
Rob Lindsay Spokane Spokane County and WRIA 55/57 
POCD staff Newport Pend Oreille Conservation District 
Ecology staff Spokane Washington State Department of Ecology 
Thomas Wimpy  Spokane Diamond Lake 
Tammera L. Kirk Deer Park Horseshoe Lake 
Sandra Roath Deer Park Horseshoe Lake 
Josh Roath Deer Park Horseshoe Lake 
Jim Wood Newport Sacheen Lake 
Pat Wood Newport Sacheen Lake 
Mike Kanyer Newport Sacheen Lake 
Debbie Kanyer Newport Sacheen Lake 
Max Smith Newport Sacheen Lake 
Dale Smith Chattaroy Deer Creek 
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