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At the national level, the NAADAC Certification Commission operates as an independent body managing NAADAC’s credentials and education. The NAADAC Certification Commission deals with test administration, fees, ethics and rules of procedure. 

Established in 1990, the NAADAC Certification Commission instituted credentials specifically for alcoholism and drug abuse counselors. The three levels are:

· National Certified Addiction Counselor, Level I (NCAC I) 

· National Certified Addiction Counselor, Level II (NCAC II) 

· Master Addiction Counselor (MAC) 

Keeping up-to-date with the changing face of addiction, NAADAC offers an additional certification:

· Tobacco Addiction Specialist Credential 

NAADAC also offers the:

· Substance Abuse Professional (SAP) Qualification. (This is not a certification.) 

A Substance Abuse Professional (SAP) evaluates workers who have violated a DOT drug and alcohol program regulation and makes recommendations concerning education, treatment, follow-up testing, and aftercare.

Information on the credentialing process for each of these certifications can be found below:

Certification Costs for National Certified Addiction Counselor Credential (NCAC), Level I, Level II and Master Addiction Counselor (MAC)

National Certified Addiction Counselor, Level I (NCAC I) 
To qualify for the NCACI certification, you must have: 

  A current state certificate or license as a substance abuse counselor 

  270 contact hours of substance abuse counseling training, including six hours of ethics training and six hours of HIV/AIDS training 

  Three years full-time work experience or 6,000 hours of supervised experience as a substance abuse counselor 

  Certification Costs 
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=20" Eligibility Requirements for National Certified Addiction Counselor Credential, Levels I
Eligibility Requirements for National Certified Addiction Counselor Credential, Levels I
Important Note: If you have not taken the NCAC I exam previously, please contact the Professional Testing Corporation at www.ptcny.com (click on "Test Information" and scroll down to NCC) to request an application and instructions, or contact: 

NAADAC Certification Commission 
901 N. Washington Street, Suite 600 
Alexandria, VA 22314-1535 
(800)548-0497 or (703)741-7686, ext 105 
Email questions to ncac@naadac.org. Please put "NCAC I" in the subject line.

If you have previously taken a certification exam at the state level, see Use of the NAADAC Test at the State Level.

Why should you obtain the NCAC I Certification? 

· Take the first step to greater promotions and salary enhancements by obtaining a nationally recognized credential. 

· Demonstrate to employers and clients your commitment to quality care by verifying through certification the skills you have developed through years of work experience. 

· The NCAC I credential reflects an endorsement of the highest ethical standards for addiction professionals. 

· The demand for substance abuse and behavioral disorder counselors in expected to grow by 35 percent within 10 years

Eligibility 

· Current state certification/licensure as an alcoholism and/or drug abuse counselor. 

· Three years' full-time or 6,000 hours of supervised experience as an alcoholism and/or drug abuse counselor. 

· 270 contact hours of education and training in alcoholism and drug abuse or related counseling subjects. 

· Included must be 6 hours of ethics training and 6 hours of HIV/AIDS training. 

· Passing score on the national examination for Level I.

Requirements 

· Documentation of current state certification/licensure as an alcoholism and/or drug abuse counselor. (Section II of the Application Form) 

· Three years' full-time or 6,000 hours of supervised experience as an alcoholism and/or drug abuse counselor. The three years need not be consecutive. (Section III of the Application Form) 

· Written verification of competency in all skill groups verified by a supervisor or other health care professionals who have personally observed the candidate's alcohol and/or drug abuse counseling work. (Section IV of the Application Form) 

· Documentation of 270 contact hours of education and training in alcoholism and drug abuse or related counseling subjects. Included in the total must be 6 contact hours of ethics training and 6 contact hours of HIV/AIDS training. (Section II of the Application Form) 

· Submission of a signed and dated statement that the candidate has read the enclosed NAADAC Code of Ethics and subscribes to it. (Section VI of the Application Form) 

· Received a passing score on the NCAC Level I written examination within 4 years of this application (see Test Information or visit ptny.com). 

· A copy of your grade sheet must be attached. 

· Payment of non-refundable application/certification review fee.

NCAC Examination
Content 
The written exam is composed of 250 multiple-choice, objective questions which test candidates' knowledge in the areas of pharmacology of psychoactive substances, counseling practice, the theoretical base of counseling, and professional issues related to alcoholism and drug abuse treatment. 

Schedule 
Examinations are given nationwide (and abroad) three times per year: March (third Saturday), July (fourth Saturday) and November (Saturday 
before Thanksgiving). Application deadlines are sixty (60) days prior to the test date. 

Application Fees (NCAC) 
(Includes Application/Examination/2 year Credential) 
NAADAC members: $170 
Non-members: $270 

Important Note: If you have not taken the NCAC I exam previously, please contact the Professional Testing Corporation at www.ptcny.com (click on "Test Information" and scroll down to NCC) to request an application and instructions, or contact: 

NAADAC Certification Commission 
901 N. Washington Street, Suite 600 
Alexandria, VA 22314-1535 
(800)548-0497 or (703)741-7686, ext 105 
Email questions to ncac@naadac.org. Please put "NCAC I" in the subject line.

If you have previously taken a certification exam at the state level, see Use of the NAADAC Test at the State Level. 



To help prepare for the written exam, you may order the newly revised Basics of Addiction Counseling: Desk Reference and Study Guide.

Application Form for the National Certified Addiction Counselor Credential, Level I
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Instructions: PRINT OUT THIS FORM before you fill it out. 

1. Complete all six sections of this application, including Personal Data, Certification/Education Record, Career History, Verification of Work Experience, Application Checklist, and Candidate Affirmation, and the Demographic Information. Sign and date the application. Unsigned applications will be considered incomplete. 

2. Mail the application form, along with the required photocopies of appropriate state license/certification, training verification, and the appropriate fee, to: 
NAADAC Certification Commission 
901 N. Washington Street, Suite 600 
Alexandria, VA 22314-1535 

3. Please indicate the level (Eligibility Requirements) for which you are applying: 
___NCAC I ___NCAC II ___MAC 

4. Please indicate if you are a NAADAC member: ___no ___yes 
ID #__________________________________________Expiration Date ______ 

5. Please include the following information about your written NCAC or MAC examination. 
State__________________Date______Level ______Score ______ 
(Must have been within 4 years of this application) 



I. Personal Data
Name ___________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City/State/ZIP+4 ___________________________________________

Phone (w) ______ / __________________ (h)______ / __________________ 

FAX ______ / __________________ (e-mail) __________________ 

Employer ___________________________________________

Payment: 
Amount Enclosed: ________ __ Check (payable to NAADAC) __ Money Order

__ MasterCard __ Visa __ America Express

Card No./Exp. Date ___________________________________________ 





II. Certification/Education Record 

Current State License/Certification 
Please indicate each state recertification 

Credential&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;Issuing State/Authority&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;Expiration Date&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;Number 
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
Note: Copies of current state license/certification must be attached. 


Training Hours Summary
Please attach copies of all training events (college transcripts, conference/seminar attendance certificates, CEUs, etc.) up to a total of 270 contact hours for Level I and 450 contact hours for Level II.

MAC candidates must have official transcript sent directly to NAADAC from graduate institution.

________&nbsp;&nbsp;Graduate Level Hours 

________&nbsp;&nbsp;Undergraduate Hours 

________&nbsp;&nbsp;Certificate of Training 

________&nbsp;&nbsp;Other 

________&nbsp;&nbsp;Total 



III. Career History
In providing your alcoholism and/or drug abuse counseling career history, please list your current position first and work backwards until you have documented three or five years supervised full-time work experience (for NCAC I , NCAC II or MAC) in the field. Attach additional pages as needed.

Employer: ______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Job title: Position held from (month/year) ________ to (month/year) ________ 

Supervisor: Telephone ___/__________________ 

Brief job description

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 



IV. Verification of Work Experience
In the box provided below, have your supervisor (or other knowledgeable individual) verify your counseling skills and the contents of this application. 

	I verify that this candidate has been under my supervision for ___1 ___2 ___3 years and has competently performed the required counseling skills/functions, that to the best of my knowledge, the career history as stated above is accurate, and that the candidate engages in ethical practice. 

_________________________________________________ 
Signature/Title 

_________________________________________________ 
Telephone/Date




V. Application Checklist
____ Application Form 
____ Demographic Profile 
____ State License/Certification Copy 
____ Education/Training Certificate Copies 
____ Examination Grade Sheet 
____ Bachelor's Degree Transcript Copy (NCAC II only) 
____ Masters Degree sent to NAADAC (MAC only) 
____ Supervisor's Signature (Section IV) 
____ Your Signature (Section VI) 
____ Payment NCAC I or II(NAADAC Member $70, Non Members $170) 
____ Payment MAC(NAADAC Member $75, Non Members $175) 



VI. Candidate Affirmation
I certify that the information on this application is accurate, correct, and complete; and that I have read the NAADAC Code of Ethics and subscribe to it. I also certify that the state license/certification presented is not encumbered in any manner and that I do not hold a license/certification from any other state that is or has been subject to criminal or ethical complaint. The NAADAC Certification Commission is authorized to contact any institution, organization, or individual listed on or included with this Application for verification of my alcoholism and/or drug abuse counseling history. I understand that the NAADAC Certification Commission retains ownership of NCAC/MAC certificates and may, from time to time, make available certificate holder names and other information to potential service users. 

Signature/Date _______________________________________________ 



Demographic Information
Providing any or all of the following information will have no effect on the evaluation of your portfolio.

The information requested below is necessary for the NAADAC Certification Commission and NAADAC to accurately portray the profile of our credential holders as we meet with governmental officials and decision-makers of major insurance carriers, HMOs, etc. Through collection of this data concerning NCAC credentialed counselors, we can sharpen the focus of our lobbying efforts and more efficiently represent you and your colleagues.

Please circle the appropriate letter. 

	1. Are you certified/licensed as an: 
a. Alcoholism/Drug Abuse Counselor 
b. Prevention Specialist 
c. Clinical Supervisor 

2. Primary Job Function: 
a. Counselor 
b. Clinical Supervisor 
c. Program Director 
d. Administrator/CEO 
e. Other 
______________

3. Work Setting: 
a. Hospital 
b. Residential Facility 
c. Local/State/Federal Agency 
d. Private Practice 
e. Criminal Justice System 
f. Other 
______________ 
	4. Are you certified/licensed as a: 
a. Licensed Professional Counselor 
b. Rehabilitation Counselor 
c. Social Worker 
d. Psychologist 
e. Nurse 
f. Physician 
g. Psychiatrist 
h. Clergy 
i. Other 
______________ 


5. Years of employment in the alcoholism and drug abuse profession: 
a. 0-3 
b. 4-6 
c. 7-10 
d. over 10

6. Highest degree earned: 
a. High School Diploma/Equivalent 
b. Associate Degree 
c. Bachelor's Degree 
d. Master's Degree 
e. Doctoral Degree 
f. Other 
______________



Optional Information
Information related to race, ethnic background, age, and sex is requested to assist in ensuring that we are complying with general guidelines pertaining to equal opportunity. As we work with various agencies, it is apparent that this information, positively showing equality of opportunity and broad base representation from all aspects of society, will materially assist in our overall efforts. 

	7. Race: 
a. Caucasian 
b. Native American 
c. African American 
d. Hispanic/Latino 
e. Asian/Pacific Islander 
f. Other 
______________
	8. Sex: 
a. Male 
b. Female
	9. Year of Birth: 
______________


National Certified Addiction Counselor, Level II (NCAC II) 
To qualify for the NCACII certification, you must have: 
  A Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university 

  A current state certificate or license in your profession 

  450 contact hours of substance abuse education and training, including six hours of ethics training and six hours of HIV/AIDS training 

  Five years full-time experience or 10,000 hours of supervised experience as a substance abuse counselor 

  Certification Costs 
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=19" Eligibility Requirements for National Certified Addiction Counselor Credential, Levels II

Master Addiction Counselor (MAC) 
To qualify for the MAC, you must have: 

  500 hours of education and training to include Master’s degree in the healing arts- counseling, social work, family therapy, nursing, psychology, or other human services field 

  Current state certificate or license in your profession, such as an LPC (Licensed Professional Counselor) or an LSW (Licensed Social Worker) 

  Three years of supervised experience – two-thirds of which must be post-master’s degree award 

  Certification Costs 
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=21" Eligibility Requirements for Master Addiction Counselor Credential

Tobacco Addiction Specialist Credential 
To qualify for the Tobacco Addiction Specialist Credential, you must have: 

  A license or certification in the helping profession (i.e. nursing, respiratory therapy, and pharmacy) or teaching certificate or alcohol and other drug certification 

  Show evidence of trainings received in the last 3 years 

  Completion of 85 hours or more of specific nicotine dependence training and validated testing 
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=72" NAADAC Launches Tobacco Treatment Certification Program
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=71" Tobacco Addiction Specialist Credential Information
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=73" Tobacco Addiction Specialist Credentialing Program – Course Syllabus
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=74" Tobacco Addiction Specialist Certification Application

Recredentialing 
Recredentialing is required every two years or upon the expiration of the credential. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=24" Recredentialing Information and Schedule
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=25" Recredentialing Criteria and Procedures
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=163" Recredentialing Applications

Testing Information 
To apply for the NCAC I, NCAC II, or MAC credential, applicants must (among other requirements) successfully complete a NAADAC written examination. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=16" Resources for Exam Preparation and Test Taking
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=17" Established Testing Centers
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=18" State Certification Boards
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=65" Test Information

Substance Abuse Professional (SAPs) 
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=91" What is a Substance Abuse Professional (SAP)?
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=26" Becoming a Substance Abuse Professional (SAP)
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=27" Substance Abuse Professionals (SAPs) Web Listing Form
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=70" Substance Abuse Professionals (SAP) Listed By State
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 HYPERLINK "http://naadac.org/documents/display.php?DocumentID=83" Additional Substance Abuse Professional Resources
Frequently Asked Questions about NAADAC Certification
Scope of Practice
